
I 1S T 0 R Y. 1861 - 1936 

Dur in:; the 11ltter part of the 19th century there Vlere t hr ee territorial. 
divisions of \m.at 13 now nigeria:-

7he Col ony of La~o s ceded in August 1861 to the Br itish . 
The Oil Rivors Protector ate comprising the terri t ory on t he coast between 

LIlGos and the Ri o del Rey wit h the exception of the territory in 
the Ki ger delta held by the iger Company. 

The Terri tories of the Royal iger Company Chartered & Limited, comprisi~ 
the hinte r1end and the delta between t he Forcados and Bras s rivers 
and administ ered under t he Charter dated l Oth of July 1886. 

On t he 12th of May 1893 the t itle of Oil Rivers Protectorate was changed 
t o l:iGer Coast Protectorate. 

In 1900 the Niger Company 's charter was revoked and t he Territories 
betTIeen Idah on t he River Ni ger and t he coast were added to the Niger Coast 
Protector ate, which WIlS now const itut ed the Protectorate of , Southern Nigeria. 
At the same time the Northern Territories of t he Company were constituted the 
Prot ectorate of Northern Ni geria. 

On 1st May 1906 t he Colony of Lagos Vias amalgamated with Southern 
, mgeria . 

On the 1 st of January 1914 the Pr otectorate of Northern Nigeria and 
t he Col ony and Pr otectorate of Southern Ni geria were amalgamated into the 
Colony and Protectorat e of Ni geria. 

Since t he 1914-19 war a s t rip of the former German Colony of the 
Kamerun has been admi nistered by the Government of Nigeria linder mandate 
from the League of Nations and is known as Camero ons under British MAndate. 
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· :srCAL F "'URES . The approximate area of Nigeria inoluding the lIandated 
r.tor is 372,67 square miles, more than three times that of the United 

.in 0 • It i3 i tunted on th north eastern ahore of the Gulf of f;uinea 
b tw n ati tud 40 and 140 north and longitude 30 and 140 FAIt . 

oded on the Torth b y the F r ench Niger , on the East by the Cameroons , 
e 'e t b Dnhoue and on the South by the Gulf of Gu i nea • 

• Til; ria extends some 600 to 700 miles inland f rom the coe.st and f alls 
s· cally i to four main zonas. Along the Coast i s abel t of SW9JI1p and mangrove 

orest so e 50 miles in width; xort h of the s,vamps lies a belt of dense tropical 
fo est a out 50 to 100 miles vnde, which gr aduall y t hins out i nto a belt of more 

pe park-li e country 200 miles wide . No rth of thi s i s a va st undulating pl ateau 
about 2000 feet high, but rising in pl aces t o 6000 feet, which becomes mor e 
arid and sandy in the extreme North a s it mer ge s vri t h t he Sout h ern fringe of the 

v r-encroaChing Sahara Desert . 
TIle average annual r ainfall a t Lagos is 72 i nches, \vhile at Debundscha 

in the extr eme South it i ::; 356 inche s and at Radeija in the extreme North it is 
22 i n ches. Debundscha i s excepti onal but many pl aces in the South record over 
100 inches in the year . 

POPULA!ION .In the 1931 census the t otal populat i on of Ni geria was returned at 
19.928 .171 of whom 5 . 442 were non- native, mostly European or Syrian, distributed 
a s follows: - Area in sq.miles. PopUlation. 

Col ony as now consti t uted . 
Sout hern Pr ovinces 
norther n Provinces 

1.381-
89 .515 
281.778. 

372 .674 . 

325.020 
8 .168.227 

11.434.924. 

19.928.171. 

Of the 10 main t ribal groups t h e l a rgest are the Rausa, Ibo. Yo rub a and Fulani 
number ing approximately ~, 3, 3 and 2 millions respectively. The 4 largest 
t o ~s a r IBADAN ( 387,133) LAGOS (126.108) KANO (89.162) and OGBOMOSHO 
(86 . 744 . In t he Northern Provinces the bulk of the population is Muhammadan 
and the re:nainder is Pagan with religious beliefs bas.':\' on animism and ancestor 
wor ship . In t h e Southern Pro·vinces the bulk is still 'Pag an though Christianity 
is making many converts. There are also large Muhammadan settlements in the 
Yoruba to\ms of the South. 

CONSTITUTION AND ADlIIIUSTRATION.For administrative purposes Nigeria is divided 
into thr oe parts:-

The COLmrr comprising t he former Colony of Lagos. 
The NORTHERN PROVINCES and the SOUTHERN PROVINCES comprising the PROTECTcm.u'B 
end formed f rom the la.te Protectorates of Northen & Southern Ni~eria. 

The 1~orth61lll and Southern areas of the Cameroons under British Mandate are 
admir.istered as t hough they f ormed part of the North..,. end Southern Provinoe. 
r e spectively. 

The Provinces are each partitioned into Divisions ~th hendquartere at 
Ko.duna f or the orthern end at Enugu for the Southern and 'aoh group is in 
charge of 0. Chief Cotmni ssioner (formerly Lieutenant-Governor). The Co10D7 is ill 
charge of a Conmissioner (formerly Administrator) and has its headquarter. at 
Lagos. They are responsible to the Governor .,!hose headquarterll and reBid_oe 
is at Lagos. The Governor is advi sed by a small Exeoutive Counoil cons1.t~ 
of the most oenior Government Officials and by the Legislative Council, which 
i n addition to t he official members, contains !leoted and nominated unofficial 
mecbers representing the Co~eroial, Shipping, Mining and other interests of the 
Country. The underlying principle of Administration in Indirect Rule 01" rule 



Sollie of t h4 t.chn1o.t 
phi are controll.d 
in h. low r gr ad • bJ 

POltl ar beine t i ll 
fill h I t ilt toril.7. 

ION. Durin tho 1914- 1 " the ' iter1 R 
~~:-!.~:rr7::~~~:::~~r~;;;1~r:-;lT . C . O IB fought i n t he CllIIIeroon. , in Ea:" Meat 

rn frontier and in th E'«be. P1ein~ in i,.ria 11. .... 
C 1'1'1 l' Corpo fo r Borneo with the r er;1ment 

h " . ol i 'y of vir;orous devel opmont waa inaugur .. ted. The 
an o.rd f living' 0 r ieed by building bett er housos and by Ich e. 

1 otrici ty uppl y i n th largor tovlIll. Connunioations wore 
con )' h nsivo s chemo of r oa.d lIeveloprnent until there were 1000e 

of m t or road , although no t al l of it vms suitable for h",vy t ratt 10 
u in 1 ra s o.so . Tho UDI coalf i ld Vlo.S devoloped and grenter facil1t1e. 

f . ran port cad the distr i bution of i ts ooal over a wider o.rea econotlicallr 
posai • The pr incipal harbours of Lagos and Port; Harcourt; Vlere improved. the 

ormer y tho buil ding of an up-to-date wharf at Apnpa. 
I n 1927 the Eas t orn Railway between Port; Har oourt; and Kaduna was 

completed and t he mai n line has l atterly been extended beyond Kano to guro ill 
th forth East and Kaur a Namoda in t he Nort;h West, bringing the total length 
of open l ines t o 1905 miles. I t i s carr ied a ros s the i ger .. t Jebba by two 
bridges 1795 f e'et in l ength, opened i n 1916 and a cross t he Benue at Makurcli 

. by a bridge 2584 f eet i n length, opened in 1932. Similar but less tangible 
progre s s has b een made in Adninistrative, Judicial, Educational, Medical, 
Veterinary and Agri oul t ural matter s . 

EXPORTS. The chief exports a re palm kernels, palm oil, tin, hides I.e akiDa, 
gr ound nuts , cotton , mahogany, cocoa and rubber. The chief' imports are 
manufactured goods of ever y description. 

igeria l ike the r est of the world suffered from the trade depressio. of 
1931 and it was necessary to cut all servioes do\Vll to the bare minimum. Later, 
as t he financial pos i tion improved, further schemes of development were put 1B 
hand. 
COl!!.mnCATIONS. Before West Africa was opened up by European Powers froa the Coan, 
the uhammadan s t ate s North of t he t ropical forest belt turned cur turally and 
commer cially t o the Medit erranean and to the Sudan. Some of the caravan routes 
acr oss t h e Sahara are among t he oldest trade routes in the world. The arrival 
of the Steamship and Railvmy t urned these States to the South but the coming or the 
motor and aeroplane is turning them back again. 

I n 1923 t he Compagnie Gen~rale Transsaharienne was fonned after the first 
crossing of t he Sahara. by motor and by 1927 was running a. regular motor serdce 
between Colomb Bechar in Algeria and Gao in the Frenoh Sudan . By 1932 the serv10e 
had been extended to Fort Lamy near Lake Chad via. Niamey (Frenoh Niger) and ltaDo 
(l;iger i a.) • 

In 1934 the Socie'te .Alg6'rienne des Transport;s Tropio8.Wt started a JIOtor 
service between Kano and .Algiers via. Tama.nre.sset in the Hoggar llounta1na. These 
services run in the dry season only . 

In 1935 Elders Colonial Airways Limited was registered as a pri .... t. ~ 
to establish and vrork lines of aerial oonveyancea particularly on the ... Co..t 
of Africa.. The f irst flight was ma.de in Febru&l7 1936 f'ra the :r.p.rs..1 ~ 
base at Khartoum to Kane . ' 

I n addit i on to these more modern forms of transport Ni~::ia. ~:ps~:: bfhe 
Br i tish, American, French, Dutch, Gennan and Italian _It , 
beat known of Which is Elder Dempster Lines Ltd. 

r N1 i are 1ar-ly Ult" .... ana Internally the creeles and rivera 0 r;er a ~- but \1ll~ 
of transport and communication as 'Well as the road8 and ~~' of' the Jer!&l 
1936 little use had been made of the aerop1ane,~p1::-~e un:ertaiDt7 of' tbe 
Development Company in 1931 was not auooeetul 0 g 
wea.ther and the soarcity of suitable landing places. 



POSTA L 1ST 0 R Y. 

1 igeru. i a larg country and und velopod acoording to Fllropean standards . Before 
th h tion th popul tion centred around walled or stocmd8d tolala aDd 

con1.'in d to he riv rs or recogIlised caravan r outes . As the 
rId motor road, inter-tribal fighting and slaTe-­
d h population gradually expanded from these centre. 

his prooess still goos on in a lesser degr ee. 
open up n country, old or tin are found 

settlements pring up. Old mines become worked out , old 
p g ickn ss makes an area uninhabitabl e and the population 

Post and Tel grophs Department keeps in touch vdth these 
d th u th main of fi ces r6l:1ain unchanged , it opens or 

b r of m ler Post Offi ces or Postal Agencies every year . It al so 
e opp rtunlty to coelerate the int ernal mail service by making use of 

tr in, 101'1' r or launch, as soon as they are running in districts v.hich f'ormerly 
Ii d upon am 1, carrl r or oanoe for transport . 

Th eA~ent of the services rendered by the Department i a governed by the 
ros erit 0 t le Country and it r eached the peak of its aotivities in 1 930 as 
r sult of t he trade boom of the preceding years. I t l ikewise suff ered f rom t he 
rld- wide depression of the years following, but t he annual reports show steady 
gress. 

In 1914 the Posts & Teleijraphs Department was f ormed out of the existing 
Dep ents fo r lorthern & Southern Ni geria under Mr J. Somerville as Postmaster 

neral . 
I n 191 5 it was decided t o withdr aw Southern Ni geria f rom the Universal 

Postal Union . Northern Niger i a had never j oi ned t he Union owing to difficulties 
ofi transmitting mails to Fr ench vrest Afr ican Set tlements at the U.P.U. rates of' 
labour . Th e Department was re sponsible for the po stal and telegraphic communication 
between the three Br i tish columns in the f ield and with headquarters at Lagos. 
The Germans raided and destroyed t he telegraph off ice at Mutum Biu. 

In 1916 the Depar'bnent suff ered from a shortage of staff ."d material. 
There was difficul ty in maintaining mail services East of Lagoa owing to the 
curtailment of steamer services and t he abandonment of the creek service previously 
maintained by the Marine Department. Post & Telegraph offices were opened in the 
Cameroons at Vi ctoria, Buea, Kumba, Tinto and Ossidinge. 

1917 was a year of carrying on under war conditions. 
1918 saw a lar ge inorease in work owing to the opening of the Eastern 

Rail way and new offices were built at Port Harcourt &: Aba. The Nigerian Service 
Brigade returned from East Africa and went into camp at Ede, Zaria, Baro and Zunge~. 
A posts and telegraph offi ce was accordingly opened at Ede. Postal Agencies were 
opened at several Rail'l'ray Stations to deal with the sale of stamps and ordinary mail. 
Telegr aph offices Vlere opened in t he Cameroons at Bamenda and Dachang. Work was 
seriously diso rganised by t he Egba Rising in the Abeokuta Province, also by an 
~luenza epid~c thr oughout the country and sooe of t he smaller offices were 
temporarily closed. 

In 1919 the system of postal agencies was extended and new telegraph offi 
opened at I seyin and Shald . The workings of the Travelling Post Offices from ces 

ddo to Jebba were revised and improved, but no new post offices were built. 

_ / 



d aft r 1 8 years sorvioe and his deputy H •• oolley 
n of Postmaster-Genor al . The rates of post ge to the 

s, ich h ad remained unohnnbed s ince 1914 were increUe4 
i st ouno and ld extr a f or eaoh suooeeding ounoe . The parcel. pOlt 

so incr ase to make the servioe s elf-supporling . Special rates were 
o inland paroel s fo r Bornu and Sokoto as it VIas fotmd thnt the Arab an4 

er e cants Nl taking advant abe of the or dinary rates t o send large quant1t1 .. 
go s throug the post and s r iously dis looating t he ordinary mail service. 
otor trans orl servi ce ViaS instituted between Aba and Ovrorri, also between Ab& 
l tu. 

1921 a new post off i ce was completed on Jul y 1 7th at Kano. 
I 1922 a ne "A" t ype of fice was opened at Ibadan and contracts arranged for t he 
transport 0 mail s by motor between Aba and Oni t sha, and Oshogbo and Akure. 
D'.lring 1923 a new pos t off ice at Minna was compl eted and a fortnightly service 
introduced b etween Lagos and the Eastern Di vision ports by the steamers of ELder 
Demp'iter &: Co . The East ern Rail way WaS completed a s far as Makurdi and motor _ail 
ser vices establ ished between Aba and Opobo, also b etween Onitsha and Enugu. The 
conveyance of mail s on t h e Cross Rivor was undertaken by Elder Dempster & Co on 
contra ct . This ser vice was previ ously maintained by the Marine Departmsnt. 
1924 saw t h e G. P . O. extension at LaGOS completed which enabled the parcels mail 
to be adequatel y a t t ended to. NeVI accomodation ror the post of rice at Fhute )(etta 
was found . Dur ing t hi s year the mail services were speeded up generally. In the 
orth the ''vi llage t o village" sy stem by which native runners wait at villages 

every f ew mi les apart to carry the mails and so ensure almost continuous service 
ViaS extended b etween Kano and Maiduguri saving four days and between Jos and Ib1 
saving seven days . The mail f rom Kano to Katsina was carried by the Emir of KatsiDa 
by motor t r ansporl, be i ng conveyed through in a few hours. An entirely new servioe 
was arranged between Makurdi and LEUl on the Benue River, which connecting with the 
old ser vi ces gave direct communication betwesn Yola and Porl Harcourt . In the Southe 
Pro vinces new motor services were instituted between Aba and Opobo, Aba and Oron, 
I'.!"C Enugu ZJ"I Onitsha, ....nile the services in the Jehu-Ode, Ondo , Benin and Warn 
Provinces ".1er e all acoelerated. There was a Tro.velling Post Office attached to 
the daily local stoppi ng train operating between Lagos and roadan . 

I n 1925 a new Post Off i ce was built at Kaduna South (Kaduna Junction) between 
t he rail ay station and the traders s i tes. TIle old building hitherto used as a 
Post Office VIas given back to the Railway. At Victoria (Cameroons) an old block or 
quarters was repaired and converled into a Post Office, giving more room than .... 
possible rdt h the old building . 
PA.ltCELS POST . The maximum weight of parcels for transmission by post .... increased 
f r om 11 l b s to 22 lbs in November. An arrangement was made with the Crown Ac.m. 
that only half the supply of stamps be sent when printed, one quarter 6 month. 
lat er and the balance 9 months after the despatch of the first oon8i~ent. This ... 
owing to t he ef'fects of the olimate on the adhesive qualities of the CWI. 

new Postal Agencies were open.d in the Eastern Division at r.o RiTer ... 
19umllle. The Olcrilca postal agency was closed. In the Uorthern Divbion the .Abuj& 
postal agency was replaced by a postal-telegraphio offio. and a ra1l~ postal 
&e;ency established at Duchin-Wa1. In the Western Dividon a postal acenoy ..... op-._ 
at Oki t ipupa and the agency at Agbado which 'Was relinquiohed by the Lago. 8110Nl Co 
'WtUI re-opened &8 a rail~ postal agency. 
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In 1 2 'r 0 0 d O.I.R1ghton his Deput;y 'ft8 promoted 110 
Pos 5t er-G n r of allowing heavy paroel. (not exoeed1ng 22 lb.) 
by po t i au urat 10 U.K. d Uigeria in llovember 1926 pJ"0Te4 

~l d G ext nd d t o the Dritish ost Afrioan Colonie. u fl'Olll th. lit 

nt 

1 27. h r t of poot ll{;e t o t he U. K. s 7/6 o.s oompared with 5/-
r '/ 1 , not xeD ding 11 l bs o.nd f or the i7est Atnoan 

with 6/- f or parool not exoeeding 11 lbs . 
th e ndh aive qualit i es of t he gum Was made the . ubjeot 

riol (;1 nl d ch i col t ests by experts and t his l ed to a 
T'n'\" •• " nn 1n t h qu i ty nnd f as,t neGs of colour ing of t he stamps DOW 

offic \ 3 0 en in Sept(JlJlbor at Umuehia o.nd new temporary offic •• 
vi d at Kum Q d nendo. llow postal Agencies vlere opened at Nembe and _ 

All tl 3 r e i n the East ern Division. In t he lorthern Divisi on t he now 
o fio uil t at Zo.ria \vas t aken over and new tomporary premises erected at 

aturu and Potisl.-um . The postal o.genoy at Potiskum VIas converted into 
"a and at Damatu ru arrangernents ",ere completed so that t hi s 

opened as a sub-off ice on 1st Janua.ry 1927. Postal Agencies wer e 
. at Argungu , Shondam and Zuru and a Railway Agency at Challowa. 

A t r ave ~ 0" Post Off ice operating between Baro-Minna-Zaria met vii th bood 
r sul s and i ncrea Sing busines s obt ained. The sub-of fices at Lokc$nd Nafada. were 
c ose and Agene ode off i ce transfer r ed to the Western Division. ~o nlYl'{ offices 

op ned in t he -1est ern Division but the pennanent buildings at Apapa, Ife. 
a Edo er e almost conpl eted and a new of fi ce was in course of erection at 
!bara (Abeokut a) . A new building was completed at Owo and t he transfer from 
teo d post off i ce was made on 22nd April. Ondo was converted f rom a postal 

bency to a sub-off i ce on 30th l ay and t he Gana-Gana agency was closed on 31st 
October . 
During 1927 the depar tmental '!:luildi ngs compl et ed i ncl uded new offices at . Ibara 
Abeokut a) and Makurdi, al 'so a new t emporary of fice at Ashaka. Postal-telegraph 

off ices at Apapa, Ede , Ife, Ondo and Imo River were opened. Extensions were 
added to t he Jos, Calabar and Port Harcourt Of f ices and at Burutu the postal 
department took over t he Customs Off i ces: Buildi ngs i n course of erection 
included new post off ices at Oshogbo, Kaduna North and Enugu and a new office 

as contemplated for Oturkpo (Benus Province). Postal Agenci es Were opened 
at Gudi , Kafanchan, Laria, Abak, Ohafia, Agbesi, I f o Railway Station, Ikirun 
and Okrika was re-opened. The sub-off ices at I bara, Ilesha, Offa, Ondo, Umuahia, 
and ltu were made i nto Head-off ices. Owing to t he establi shment of a postal 
agen cy at Gudi the existing agency at Al.~ga was closed. 

Travel ling Post Off i pes openating be~veen Enugu and Port Harcourt, 
b e~een Baro and Minna and from Iddo to Zaria ar e mentioned. The principal 
obj ect of t hese T. P.O's is to afford postal facilities for small communities 
adjacent to the railways lmere t he amount of business transacted is not 
suff i cient t o Vlarra.'lt t he opening of a post off ice. The mail is collected and 
dis t ributed an route and t he public can obtain supplies of st~~ps and even 
postal orders. As a result of t he opening up of t he Eastern Railway all 
mai l servi ces were accel erated and many alterations brought into foroe . New 
motor services were introduced between Jos and Maiduguri bringing mails from 
Lagos (1100 miles away ) 'l'lithin 5 days reaoh of Maiduguri. The runner services 
were expedited by making use of the new way-side stations on the Eastern 
_.ail way extension • 



Runner service to s ervo the gency opened at ORA with IFON · 
rotor mai] service between OWO and IKARE to connect with the 
main overland service between 0 HOGBO- BEN IN-ONITSHA' 

runnel" 
I th 

e vic 
North rn provine es the SO OTO-AROmraU-BIRNIN KEBBI 

wa r pI cod by motor servi ce in Docember . 

ing to th univ rsal tr ad e depression postal revenue 
d all roun and it was necessary to effect economiea both 
p r50nnol an in the number of post offices. postal 

facili i or wit d!' wn in sep t ember from ABUJA, DAMATURU, 
EFFI, SHEN A~, YANDEV , UTONKON , KATHA, CREEK TOVIN, ISEYIN , 

an IBADAN BRANCH OFFICE· The postal agency at ARGUNGU was closed 
and th TRAVELLING POST OFFICE betWeen MINNA-BMW and MINNA-ZARIA 
was discont inued . The office at ABEOKUTA (IMO) was reduced to 

branch office an the post office at ZUNGERU vIas closed and 
l' il agency SUb s tituted . 

A number of mai l services operating throughout the 
territory wer e withdr awn and in other cases curtailed. 

on the other hand the railway postal agency at KAFANCHAN 
was transferred to a new departmental office and full postal 

d telegraphi c facilities provided. The postal agency at 
ADO EKIT I was al so made into a sub-office. New postal agencies 
. ere opened at EDUNABON, NGURU and RINGIM. 

The rates of postage were reduced from 2d to l~ for 
t h e f irst oz in the Imperial rate of postage for letters addressed 
to Great Britain and all parts of the Empire as from APril 1st, but 
owing to the financial stringency the former rate was restored as 
fr om october 1st. For the same reason the rate for internal letters 

s from october 1st, was raised from Id per oz to l~ for the first 
oz and Id for each succeeding oz, and f rom December 1st the Inland 
parcels rates were increased from 9d to 1/- for parcels not 
exceeding 3 Ibs, from 1/6 to 2/- for parcels ov er 3 lbs but under 
7 Ibs, and from 2/3 to 3/- for parcels over 7 lbs but not exceeding 
11 Ibs. From the 1st of APril a postal clearance fee of 3d was 
levied upon every dutiable letter packet and parcel received from 
abroad. This produced a revenue of £781 for the nine months 
ending December 31st. 

During 1932 the decline in postal business continued. The post office 
t DMiATURU temporarily closed last year was re-opened, but the 

office at TINTO (cameroons), the postal agencies at ORA (Benin) 
and OHAFIA (owerri) were closed. The postal agency at NGURU was 
converted into a sub-office with telegraphic facilities. 

Fr oro February 1st the postage on parcels not exceeding :3 lb_ 
for Great Britain was increased from 2/- to 2/6. 

In 1933 the railway postal agency at MALLAM MADURI was converted 
to a ~epartmental post and telegraph office in AUgust but the 
postal agencies at ZURU, AKASSA and OLEGHEYO were clo~ed. one cana.t 
help but feel sorry that AKASSA post office will no longer issue 

tamps. It was the principal station 1n the Terri tor1ei1 of the 
Royal Niger company, but of late years has rapidly declined. The 
post office was opened there in January 1888. 
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1934 the railNay po t~l gency at GEGE a s conv ert ed into a 
;~O -Orrice. The ASHAKA post offic as closed i n ar ch nd 

j a po tal agency at OB£TI ~ , th e n ew admi nistrative 
I' place t OYs in th t ar a . The p ostal ag ency at OHAFIA clo s ed 
hea quar : ro-op n nd th foll owing new ag enc i es e s t abli sh d . 
in 193.:! ~1t t1 ) ami ORLU ( 0 rr i) , 

~i I (0 hre J)o tal at,; nc i e er close j at BRASS iOWerr i) 
lat au) n NAS SARAWA ( enue). Th e lJ ost off co at 

KAGORO ~p va9 close1 in 1930 nd it i s po ss i ble tnat tho poa tal 
AS A: tab11 h ther in i t place. The name o~~RASS 
g nc ~1 to with t e old Nib I' c oast protectorat e aricr,:-wW fir t 

1 a n 189~ it follows Au'uA i n shewing h ow one- time 
~rt;nt c nt; :3 of tr a 0 have fal len into decay . 

imp In February a ir ect mai l service with the un i on of 
outh Afric a wa commen c e by the German African Lino ste amera 

Sn in ay irect despa tche s with the Ivory coast were started . 
all ervicos b tween s outhern c am eroons and EUrop e were 

Improv by the steamer s of t h e African Frui t comp any sailing 
fortnightly between Hamburg- Tiko-Rot t er dam. At t h e beginning 
of tl ye I' the French postal Admi ni s tration utilised the 
motor ervice which the comp agn i e Gener ale Transsaharienne 
operate during the dry season acr oss the deser t bet ween colemb 
Bechar in Alger i a and Kano to d e spatch an overland mail from 

arse111e by e ch trip . A smal l quantity of corre spondence wa . 
~ece1ved by each of the four mon thly mails fr om J anuary to APri l . 
Th e time taken in trans it bet ween Marseille and Kano varied trom • 
twel ve to f ifteen days . 

The Eastern Railway lim1 ted midweek s ervice was 
wi t hdr awn fr om the 1st APril; consequent l y t h e f requency of the 
mail servic es between the various office s on t h e PORT HARCOURT­
KADUNA sect ion of the line wa s r educed f rom t hrice to t wice 
weekly . 

In JUne advant ag e was· taken t o i n troduce a da ily mail 
service bet ween OSH OGBO, BEN IN and ASABA. In Novemb er the 
fre quency of t h e service between BENI N and WARR I was i n crea sed 
t o twi ce weekl y . 

I n 1935 the decline in revenue and the correspoBdi~ talli~ 
of f i n P.ARd T.tratfic since 1930,the start ot the depressioa , 
was f i na l ly arrested. 

Post21 Agencies were opened at ETI NAN i ft May and at 
OTTA i n July. The Asency at OPOBO TOWN was closed in NOTe. ber. 

Regular mail services with the U.K. were more treque. t 
elnee mails were forwarded by the non-coatract steamers such 
as t hose of the Woermann Linie aad John Holt & Co. 

The frequency of the BENIN-WARRI,AB~WERRI and ENUGO­
ONITSHA swrTlces was IBcreased to three tlmes weekly. 

Wlreless ~ecelvlag aad transmitting statio. s were erect ­
ed a t KANO and MAIDUGORI towards the end of the year 1. co. ­
nec t ion wlth the proJeoted Air Mall Service betwee. KBAR!ou. 
aad NIGERIA and prellminary work in cORnection with the wire­
le s s r eqUirements tor the aerodromes a t KAnONA OSHOGBO &ad 
APAPA was started. ' 



r. n es w re established a Ihiala. ar I o.nre in April 1 
a Opo 0 ':'own r -opened . The Railway POlto1 Agonoy at Z\lll&eI'U -­

i n 0 a. 8U -offico in Decem er . A new post o~fice w~ ullt 
an and ~ at at et was enti rely r e-built. 

A ee air ail service in bot h direotions bet'! en. igeri 
an arWUl:I was establ i shed in February . Thi:; servioe s opera 0 by 
I or i Airways and connect ions to 011 parts of the .prld ue ma.de at 
• 1 arWUl:I • 

Owing to the new pictorial issue of po stsse stanps the sales t o 
Philat elist s increased by over £9 . 900 , i . e . from £2748 to £12 .652. 

193 7 . Imperi al and I nland postage rates were r oduced on 1st April 1937 to 
l~~ and ld respectively . Thi s resulted in a r emarkable increase in 
postal traffic (see statistics in the f ollowing chapter) , e\, postal 
agencies dlpened during t he year wer e as follows: - Ahuja, ~babu , 
Ag ede, Gimi Dabosa , Gombe, Ifon , Ijebu- I gbo , Ipetu-Ijesha, 
Iseyin, Issele- Uku, Jega, Kano City, Lafenwa, :~ai-Inchi, Mapo ill, 
Obudu , Port Har court T01m , Sabongari- Kano, Shald , Sokoto Town, 
Talata- arara. Ifon was reduced to a postal agency . ew post offices 
at Gusau and Obubra were opened in July and June respectively. 

The weekly air-mail service between Lagos and Khartoum continued 
in oper ation th r oughout the year . The introduction of the Empiro Air-mail 
Service embracing ]ligeria was delayed owing to the difficul ty in ob t aining 
~~e necessary air-or aft , This Empir e service ~ll pro vide f or the 
conveyance of al l l etters by air at exi sting r ates . In October a ir-mail 
faci l ities was extended to Accr a in t he Gol d Coast Colony . 

The sales of po stage stamps t o Philatelist s tot al led £9 .678 
but this drop is accounted f or by the fact t hat onl y t he three 
denominati ons of the Coronat i on st amp s were new is sues during 1937 
against the sales of t he twelve denominations of the Pictorial issue in 
1936 . 

19~8 . The Sales of post~ge stamps to Collec ors droppod 
considerably falling to £345 , a d~cre.se of over 6C~~ 
on the previous year . here ,ere a large nu~ber of nev 
Postal Agencies and Railway Postal Agencjes oppned during 
tne year , in spi te of which there w s a decre'1se in tne 
a~ount of postal atter hanaled, eFpe iall in hp ca~p 
of parcels ~ail . Among the n0r Agency Post nfficos oponed 
vo'ere ; -
ABAGA"'A . "BO' ;l"MA . ABUA . ADIC . AGYAlt G' . ''',''E?T. 
AHIAB. . ARGUiIGU . AZU~Ud . ,jCGE-SALU . CTJ\fl" . r ~"G~P' 
E1JTBA . fPA-A:WFU . IFAKl. ICBARA-CK"l" . TJP"~ . IY.~T-/l.KAr. 
IKOr-UBC . ILEIGBO . ILLA J~i\RKP'T . IT,:lGP' . T~'IC'~ u'\TT. 
I[OOFIA . IT, Jere ''' . Ku[ [T] . r .. upr T. T,A,'" \. f9I\[: 
fASAr.l\\"A . l'KAhA:iIA . ?'K em U. W· ' F~I. rr'G_~r"'"l" . G~T'T . 

KA . SI\UKU . CKUVB AB2-AYIl.l F'G:iF. ~T ":; ~' 11'-: \T ~ • 
• (SA . ":lC'KU . CPf'JI . rpu . ':;TA.'Plt . PG"l"p . ~T' r"T".T 

,j' :J 'p-r E . u~ I'KC~I . ·i A.2 T., J • 7/ K" .Il . 

~ J ,( . (~~ ~ ~~ ~d ~ /11;% 
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POSTAL REPOHT 1947-48. Reductions in postal charges were put into operation 
during the year. These included delivery of all internal mail by air without 
extra charge, the Penny Post resto~d and other reductions in pOlltal rates. 
'ost of the reduotions 'Vlere made on 1st April 1947, but the introduotion ot 
t he Penny Post was postponed until 1st December 1947 as it was necessary to 
a'l'18.it arrival of a sufficient quantity of Id st8ll\ps. Fortunntely the inoreased k 
business obtained through these reductions fully justified the experiment, tor 
~ inatead of a calculated loss of £50.000 the total revenue for 1947-48 was 
aotually £17.971 higher than the previous year. The sales of stamps alone was 
increased by £10.925, Whilat some 3301 overseas parcels were reoeived extra. 

The post al agencies at OTTA, AROCRUKO and MAPO HILL (IBADAN) were 
converted into Departmental Off ices, whilst 41 new Postal Agenoies we e opened. 
The sale of registered envelopea, wi thdra?lIl during the war, was restored in 
August 1947. 

Several nevi motor mail service a were opened , but railborne mails 
oontinued to suffer heavy delays. 

The restoration of a regular ooean mail frCIII the United XingdOJa with 
the arrival of the "ACCRA" in October, and the "APAPA" in March was wel_, 
but the 3 weeks interval betvleen eaoh boat and the irregu1a.r arrival of mail 
during this period, is very poor When compared with that operating before the war. 

Charlatanic correspondenoe ~howed a big inorease over l .. ~ year's 
very big figures, a total of 9.570 postal packet. were interoepted and r_ittUloes 
to t he value of £1.205 were returned. 

In consequence of the ohange in foreign rat .. , the M blue stUIJI __ 
withdrawn f rom circulation and a 3d blue stamp issued to replaoe the It blaCk. 
The Postal Union requires a blue stamp to be used for an ord1nar.F l~r b.' .... 
the countries of the Union . 



I SEL .... -UKU w r 
enci es lere opened 

t 
Of.:'ice at IYJJ~. I 

several neVi off ices were in course or 

t h handl ed a r e gi ven i n the stati st ics. 
sit e ser vi ce deliveries 0_ t e i nter al surf a ce mail .as 

liveries in some dis t rict s bei ng i creased f rom once to t wi ce 
er l aces f r om once to t 'live and also three tines eekly. In 

advantage might be t ru(en of ship s sail ing direct f rom Port Harcourt 
d ar cel s mail s rvi ce 'las i naugurated from ort Harcourt Post 

ct wit the Uni t ed Kingdom. 
e maximum us e of t he West Af ri can Ai r ways services -as 

ue an el iveries increased i n numb er especially between LAGOS d 
o ... ·ing to\,ffiS IBAD ~J KAJi O, BENI J TIKO, PORT R.ARCOURT . _e\"l services 

a so i nt roduced the nost valuable of which being t hat between LAGOS-
COtJRT- iUGU- mRDI-JOS-KADill'TA-KARO once ee..::l in ach direction . 

s aocel er ated the t r e.nsmission of mail bet ween Eastern & ort ern 
_ r efJ to n gr eat ext ent. 

i xp enny Air-Let t er Fonns impressed with a 6d st amp Vier plaa d 
o~ cal e on t e 15t Decem er 1948. A special is sue of l d an 5/- stamps to 
c m e ,or _te t . e Sil ver ~'ed di g of t ir ajesties King Geo r g I and u n 

oth ' as pla oed on sale f rom 20th December 1948 to 15th 'arch 1949 inclusiv 
ei ght fo r printed paper pac :ets posted in ~igeria 1ns raised to 

l'h e numb er 0 crimi nal offences against t he Post Departr.l nt i n creased 
i n r atio to the vol :\e of busines s. Thes e off ence s comprised f orgery theft 
ni oappr oprint ion of f unds an use of previously used st aMps. Ther l;re ' 
'ur~l r ' es t 12 Po~tal gencies and 3 Post Off i ces . 

( 



StAL REPORT 194t-50. Sal s of staMps inorea th previous year by 
£29 .728 of whichll .,96 was sold by the CroYm in London to Philatelists. 
P&rt of this incre s due to the Univ rl 1 oBtal Union Commemo rative 
illu i oh was on at all Post OfflO m lOth October 1~9 to 9th January 
1950 • Air Letter ForJlts impres ed with a "amp for us within Nigeria "ere 
lnt du d on 1st Ootob r 1949 . Official Air etter Fo rms (Airg rams) for use by 
GOTerom nt D partm nt with th objeot of r du ing Official Telegraph traffi c 
. r a1 so introduoed in Ootob r 1 49. 

Th Post&l Ag oy at IKIlruN was oonv rted to departmental status and a Br an 
Po t orflC wa op n d at IDUt~GBO (Lagos) bringing the total numbe r of 
d p&rbn nt 1 o1'1'lces up to 134. 44 new Po stal Agencies Vlere opened and SOKOTO TO 
off i c G permanently olosed on the transfer of the SOKOTO Post Office to a new 
building iii t d near the town. The former IKlRUN AGENCY was closed when the new 
Post Offie was op ned. The Postal Ag encies provide a worthy public servi ce i n th, 
rural areas and their popularity shows no sign of diminishing. New Post Offi ce s 
were completed at KABBA, PORT HARCOURT (Overseas Parcel Office) , SOKOTO and NU 001'. 

As will be seen in the statistics the estimated total number of all clas ses 
of postal articles dealt with during the year was 53, 611 . 900. the highest recorded 
figure . This represents an increase of approximately 14% on the previous year' s 
figures . 

AIR MAILS . A neVi external service operated by the West Afri can Airways 
Corporation between Lagos and Khartoum via Kano and Maiduguri was introduced in 
Janua~ 1950. This service afforded some acceleration in the trans.mission of air mt 
between Nigeria, the Middle East and East Africa, but as the service only ope rated 
onee fo rtnightly the bulk of the correspondence for these destinations was carried 
by alternative routes. 

Second class mail despatches were inaugurated by air from the United 
Kingdom to Nigeria in November 1949, also in the reverse direction and between 
We st African Colonies in January 1950. 

In addition t o the British Overseas Airways Corporation and the 
West African Ai rways Corporation, the se rv ices of the following Air Lines were 
utilised:- Air Franoe to France . North & West and Equatorial Africa. 

Sabena (Belgium) to the Belgian Congo. 
Dutoh Air Lines and Pan American Airvrays to South Africa. 

For the Internal Air Mails operated by the West Afr ican Airvrays Corporation these 
were operating at the close of 1949 at the following places :-
IN & OUT OF LAGOS . Daily Benin, Enugu, Port Harcourt , Kano. 

4 t~mes weekly Kaduna, Tiko. Calabar, Jos . 
3 do Zaria. Ibadan, Bida. . 

Twice weeklJ" Makurdi . 
IN & OUT OF KANO . Daily Lagos. 

4 times weekly Kaduna. Jos . 
3 do Zaria. Ibadan, Bida . 

Twice weekly Sokoto . Enugu, Makurdi , Port Harcou rt . 
Once do Gusau , Yola. Maiduguri . Kat sina . 

It is to the oredit of the Nigerian P. O. that the cost of conveyance by ai r 
on internal letters is ld the same as it was in 1910 . The average lette r does noc 
exceed i-DZ in weight . 



ST.lL R OOT 1960- 61. The sale of .tamps sh.wed an inorease over the previous 
of £$1 .121 . The number of let ters and par.el a handled during the year was 

S . 828.~ inorease of overlO.OOO.OOO on l aat year . 
he Pos al Agenoies at OK~TE, I ICARE , U HELLI , and mALE were made into 

ep ental Post Offioes ,br inGing the total number of Poat Offices in t he Country t o 
IS8 . S9 new Post al Agencies were opened during t he year and 3 were closed per.anently, 
t hese being at S ULERE , IDIROKO and XANO CITY. There are now 456 Postal Agencies 
operating throughout the Country. 

'obile Post Off ice No 1, the first t r avelling Post Office in Ni geria 
ade its appearanoe in Lagos on 31st March 1951, ,operating at IDOO STATI On and 

elsewhere. It will ultimately be used in those r ur al districjs of the Eastern 
egion where Postal facilities are limited . 

The new Posts and Telegraph .Headquarters at LAGOS was completed 
and oocupied in March 1951, the formal opening taking place on 2nd April 1951 . 
Nevt Po st Offices completed and opened during the year ''1ere at ABAKALIJa , I BAD PARCELS 

OFFICE, lKARE, ISSELE-1JK(J, KADUNA NORTH, ItWALE, OGIDI , OGV{ASHI - UKU, OKENE, SHAGMlU and 
UGHELLI, 

AIR MAILS. An Air Parcel Post Servioe between the U. K. and West Af rict;!­
was put into operation on 26th ]~y 1950 . In addit ion to the servioes of the 
British Overseas Airways and the West African AiI"l'iays Corporations increased external 
air-mail services were arranged from Lagos and Kano using the foll ouing air-lines l-

(1) Air Franc\,! to France, French Cameroons and French Equatorial Africa. 
(2) Sabena Air Lines to Belgian Congo. 
(3) South African Airways to Johannesburg . 

The internal air service operated by West African Airways Corporation worked very 
satisfactorily, but there were a few isolated delays. mn the Ti1::o servi ce, due to 
airfield troubles . 

UErEIl. ~u.cHINES. Approval was given t o t ;w ee f irms in Lago s and one 
in Ibadan to buy and instal meter franking machines. Electrical stamp oancelling 
maohines were install~d at Ibadan, Kano, Kaduna Cross Post Cemtre and Port Harcourt . 

There were no changes in postage rat es during the year. 
Mr R.E.G.Wilkins, Deputy Director of Posts & Accounts was t r ansferred to Gold Coast im% 
Colony to act as Postmaster-General, the vacancy was f illed by the promotion of 
'r L.R.Langridge. P. A.Courtney the Director of Posts & Telegr aphs was made 
a Commander of t he Most E:toellent Order of the British :EJ:npire by His ajesty Ki ng 
George VI. 

Ni geria generally is the last stronghold of the Penny Post and alQost 
t he l ~st of the Shilling Telegram . 



POSTAL R aRT 1951-62 The numb 0r of ostal Agencies oontinued to incr e so 
___ _ _ __ and at t e l oso of the year there era 143 Post 

o r1o~~d--4 3 Postal Agenoies in operntion. } Post Offices ere opened at 
Ikeja Ai ort, oloney stre.t Lagos at Port nroourt. The f o er enc i es 

t '1 and ·nr.~1"ere converted int o ost Off ices. Some 47 Agencies lere opened 
d' ~.,- DUJE TOWN . mIl Tmm , }!REDO d YOLA TOWN lere permanently clo sed . 

S oth.r t Ii h d postal a encies ere temporari l y vlosod f or various reasons 
t the .nd 0 the year • 

• Post Offi e uildings were completed at t he follo ling plaoes:-
PORT: . COURT B. O, NB .A: fSI, ONITSlIA, C.AL.AI3 , OWO, SAPELE, POTI S , UXl U 
SI A. lao in progross on new Departmental buildings at IKORODU , 
IFON, 0, JEB A, OYO , VOld, YEI.; fA and KAlIO SABOll- GARI (B r anch Off icI 

, he estimated number of postel artioles handled during the year was 
early 14 million more than in the previous year and the sale of stamp s increased 

b £86 . 205 . The number of paroels received from abroad increased by 40 . 700. 
Surfaoe ails. A new mail vessel "Aureal " was introduced for t he Lagos­

Liv.rpool--..rvioe, thus enabling a regular fortnightly service to be maintained 
in plac. of the former three-weekly service. 

AIR-Kails. The external air-mail services were extended by t he 
introduotion of direot exohanges between the f ollowing offices :-

Rang- Kong - Lagos. 
Jydney - Lagos. 

Osaka - Lagos. 
Geneva - Lagos. 
Lagos - ottawa 
Lagos - Berlin. 
Lagos - Amsterdam. 

Lagos- Rome. 
Lagos - Berne. 
Lagos - Mal ~a. 
Kano ~ New York. 
Kano..r Duals.. 
Kano '- Marudi. 

Pa·ris. - Lagos ) Air Parcel Jails. 
Marse~lle - Lagos ) 

Postal Rates. The pre-paid postal rate for internal letters was i noreased 
f rom Id to l~ for eaoh of t he first two ounoes on 1st April 1951, but t he 
rate for internal air-mail letter forms remained unohanged at Id. 

Owing to t he revaluation of sterling it was necessary to revise 
the publio charges 'for external oorrespondenxe in order to conform to t he 
provisions of the Universal Postal Union Convention . In cons~quence increased 
rates for almost all classes of external oorrespondence were introduced on 
let April 1951. 

External parcels post rates were also increased on 1st October 1951. 
Second class air mail service was extended to all Commonwealth Countries on 
1st April 1951 

Approval was given for the installation of 17 machines f or use 
by commeroial firms for meter franking 

./ 



STAL DB'lELOPlAENT . 

During the ye r 1954-55 113 postal Agencies were opened making a ~ta1 of 736 
and in the see period 4 Post Offices bringing the total to 156. 
During the year 1955-56 120 new Postal Agenoie s were opened, 4 Agenoie s were 
permanently closed and 46 olosed for varying periods during the year. The Aeencies 
at Iwo and at University College,Ibadan, were converted into Departmental Statue 
bringing the number of post offioes at the close of the year to 159. 
During the year 1956-57 83 new postal Agencies were opened bringing the total to 
878, 6 others were converted to Departmental Post Offices making the tot 1 number 
of Poet Offices at the olose of the year to 166. 
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1 28. 
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195f-55 

£591.060 . 

S &: 

011 p rpo eo noludin ale to 
104~-.4. 1944-45. 

. 3:!0. 

1 ! -~ 1950-51 1951-52 . --- . ----
£255 . 50G . £20G.233. £31 .354. £402.557 . 

1855- 56 

£668 .188. 

1956-57. 

£774.166 

£150 . 30 

el at . 

Sale. of Stamps to Philnte1ists (include in above figures ) 

1915. 1918. 1919. 1920 . 1921. 1922. 1923 . 1924 . 1925. 192 • 1927 . -
.cl041. £192 . £299. £313. £1651. £447. £199. £650. £867. £1640. £853. 

1929. 1930 . 1931. 193 2. 1933. 1934. 1935 . 1936 . 1937. 1938. 1939. 

£285. £298 . £167. £603. £589 . £36 . £2746 . £12.652.£9678. £3452. 

!i!filg 

11/-'7(0 

OWing to the second 'orld war no postal reports were published and it was not until 
19!5 thnt any statistics were obtainable as to the grov~h of Post Offices. The 
fi!;Ures shewn from 1943-44 are f or the 12 months ending 31st l1ar ch . 

The separate figures f or sales to Phila.'telists 'lire not available for 1916 
and 1917, nor have separate details been given since 1938 . These figures are very 
interesting as shelling how a new issue of stamps brings revenue to the Post Office . 
:::n 1914 the definite issue for lIigeria appeared and in 1921 the script wate ark 
as introduced. At the end qf 1923 stamp s Vlere i rst printed f r om Di e 2, but it 7JaS 

not for some years later that p. all values f rom Die 2 Vlere issued. In 1932 t er e 
r.&s the unexpected re-appear anoe of certain stamp s from Dle 1, in 1935 t he Jubil ee 
::lsue and in 1936 the neVi Pictorial is sue. The i ncre:l.s ed sales of stamps i n 1948 

d again in 1949 would be in part ac counted fo r by t he issues of the Silver r edding 
d u . P. U. staMps . 
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30. J3G . 1 37. 1938. -
27 . :5 • .1 27. 27 . ..7 . 
CO . 77 . j~ 83 . 02 . 7 

3. l- 2 . 2 . .., .. . 
20 . 2 • ~ 2 45 . 1. 
9. 2 • ~~ 19. 20 . 39 . ---- -~ -121. 1 5 .ltI{157. 176. 22. ---- -- - - ('l~ ") 

t.r 31st 1944. 1945 . 1946 . 1947. ------
112 . 113. 121. 125 . 
266 298 . 324. 340 . 

olos d. 

378 . 411- 445 . 465 . 
1954 . 1955. ~. 1957 

He d &: Sub.P.0's.152. 156. 159. 166. ost 1 Agenoies.~. 736. 785. 845. 
775. .- 892 . 944. 1011. 

(D ) Number of Post a.l artiol es dealt with, . 

1914 . 1930 . 193~ . 
~'o of ar ticles posted .. 3 .018 . 581. 6 .105 . 300 . 7 .640 . 240 . 

do r ac ' d froe ab r oad . 1. 426 . 294 . 3. 373. 420 . 3.399 . 890 . 
~;o of parcels post ed .... 128 .963 . 88 .190 . 47.1 80 . 

do roo ' d f rom abroad. 81. 86 5 . 132 .090 . 63 . 940 . 

ie in opera.tio 

'1 { 

1948 . 1949 . 1950 . 951. -- - -
127 . 1' 2 1 138 
343 . :5 0 20 455 

20 . 21 23 

490 . 533 . 577 594 - --

1937 . 1938 . -- --10.039 .000. 10. 723. 900 
4 . 347 . 200 . 4 .930 . 700 

57 .600 . 43. S00 . 
78 .100 . 67. 800. 

otal . . ••• 4. 655.703 . 9 .699 .000.11.151.250. 15 .021 .900. 15 . 766. 200 . 

1952 

143 
483 

626 

1943- 44 1944-45 . 1945- 46 . 1946 - 47 . 1947-48 ~a 

o of articles postod . 13 . 998 .600 . 
2. 591. 300 . 

87 . 900 . 
25 . 793 . 

o r eo ' d from abroad .. 
~o 0: parcel s po sted . 

ddo r eed f r or.J abroad . 

18 . 701. 500 . 
3 . 850 . 000 . 

120 . 200 . 
41.600 . 

21.946 .100. 
5 .362. 900 . 

132 .900 . 
54 . 900 . 

23 . 450 .300.28. 906 .900 . 
7 .975 . 800. 6. 739 . 800. 
141 . 300. 156 . 700. 

75 .500 . 100 . 500 . 

16 .703 . 593 . 22. 713 .300 . 27 . 496 . S00 . 31.643.000 .35 .9 3 . 900 . 

1948- 49 . 

'0 of tic1es posted. 36 . 424 . 200 . 
'0 r ec' d f rom ab road •• . 10 •. 379 .000. 

: 0 of pa.roe1s post od.. . 17'(.900 
do reo ' d froe abroad .--E4. 700 . 

1949-50 . 

43. 171. 700 . 
10. 096 . 500 

190 . 500 
153 .200 

1950-51 

52.762. 400. 
10 . 65'2.200 

238.500 
175. 300 

19 51-52 l ' f 'Hj 

62.14Oi700. 
15 .140 .400 

201. 300 
216 .000 _. 

47 .105 . BOO . 53 . 611.900 63. 828 . 400 77. 698 . 400 i l.D0l- CO r-

1956-57. 
78.179 .000 
26.634.100 

1953-54. 
No of art io1es posted . 65.528.100 
No rec' d f rom abroad . 21. 736. 300 

No of parcels posted . 163.400 
No received f rom abroad . 244.700 

1954-55. 
66.133.720. 
25.068.750. 

231.000. 
264.400. 

total •••••• 87.672.500. 91.697.870. 

1955-56 . 
10.145 ,000 . 
25.704.000 

201. 900 
292.700. 

207. 200 
263.000 

96 . 943.600. 105. 283. 300 
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RAI I IG BOXES ON TRAINS . 

191 -47. 1947-48. 

2 . 4:31.500 .""3 . :37 

fo un inoor ct . 

Letter posting boxes are provided for public use on t he or t h 
and Oc an Nall Service I the Eastern and \/estern Limited Ser vices 
and on certain other local services. 

The posting boxes on the Limited and Local Servi ce s are intended 
primarily for use at stations where Pos t Offi ce f acilit ies are 
not afforded and 1I1a t e fee" wil l not be levied . In t he c ase of 
the North and Ocean Mail Services which stop at t h e princ ipal 
Railway Stations only, a late f e e of l d . in addi tion t o the 
ordinary postage should be affixed i n postage s t amps to e ach 
article posted . . 

Ocean and North Mail letter pos ting boxe s . There are two l e tter 
~osting boxes affixed to the trains on these s e r vies. On the 
. orth ail Service clearance is affec ted at KADUNA J UNCTION , KANO 
and JOS, and on the Ocean 11 ail· Service at KADUNA JUNC TION and AP AP A. 

Eastern and Western Limited Services. There are two let t er 
postIng boxes affixed to the res pective trains on these s ervices . 
On the estern Limited clearance is ef f ectJed at MINNA, KADUNA 
JUNCTION and KANO on the UP journey, and at KADUNA JUNCTIO and 
IDDO on the DO\VN journey. On t he Eastern Limited clearance is 
affected at ENUGU and KADUNA J UNCTION on the UP j our ney , and at 
ENUGU and PORT HARCOURT on the DOWN j ourney. 

at JOS 0 
journey_ 

On the J OS - KAFANCH.~ section clearance is effected 
the UP journey and at KADUNA J UNC I ON on t he DO 'IN 

G POST OFFICES , are provided on t he Railway between 
A to a ord pos tal faciliti e fo r smal l communities 

adjacent to the Railway where t h e amount of busine s s transacted 
1_ not ~ft1cient to warrant the est ab11s nt of a Post Offi ce 
or Ag nc,. . 



I Poa t 1 Informat i on . 

The fo llow ng r a B of OOBt g we re i n force on J any 1st 1939 . 

Lett r oat . 

l'ir t oz d ld . f or e ach s cceeding oz . 

3 • firs t oz and l~ . for e ach succeeding oz . 

Po t cardB . • I nternn1 , nn l d . f or llr i t ish Empir e IlJld Forei gn . 

No s pape r s & Print ed papers . td . por 2 ozs . for all de s t i nati ons . 

Commerci al Papers . I nternal - i d . er 2 O Z 3 . 
Briti sh Empire and Foreign - 3d . for the f i rst 

12 ozs . and /du . pe r 2 ozs . af terv/ards . 

Samp l e s . l d . for first 4 ozs . and id . per 2 ozs . af terwards . 

Parce ls Pos t . 3 1bs . 7 1bs . 11 1bs . 22 1bs . 

Nige r ia & British Cameroons .•• 1/ - 2/ - 3/- 5/ -
British West African Coloni es . 2/ - 3/ - 4/- 7/-
Great Britain & Ireland ••••••• 2/6 3/6 5/- 7/6 

The parcels r ates to Foreign Count r i es vary according to lists 
which are too numerous to be shewn h ere . 

Small Packets Service . l d . per 2 ozs . wi th a minimum charge of 
5d . The maximum we i ght allowed is 2 1b s . 
This service is limited to c ertain Countri es . 

Registration . For inte r nal lett e r s 3d, but t h ere is no insurance 
service for either letter s or parc els . 
For Imper i al and Fore i gn le t te r s , the charge is also 
3d, and for Insurance, t h e foll owing charges are made : 

not exce eding .....• flg. ~. ~. £ 48 . £§Q. 

Air Mai l Services. 

6d . 9d . 1/ - • 1/ 3 • 1/ 6 • 

Limit of weight.- t oz . and the rate to 
Gt Bri tain and Ireland is 6d . pe r f oz. 
for a post-card the rate i s 3d . MBil c~n 
be registered but not insured . 

' . 



nro a ion r ar 

c 

, \ 
08 t toa ur l ~r no pub ill e 

/I o 10/ :-
i anal, 

0 fo e r a' oz, 
oz. 

a c on . 

nodiri d a follo '/ : -
the o llJIle • 

and r ish po sosaiona (1 • • Dominions , I i~, 
otor t e 0 her t han t h " Cruneroons) Egypt , 

roo.d t .. 

:'ost 
fi st oz and Id for eaoh auo oooding oz or part thoreof . 

ro ibn Count ies: - he fir st oz or part thel'oo~nnd 2d for each 
suooeeding oz . 
Fostcards 2d each . 

arcel s oet r ates were a s fo l l ows: -

Internal. United Kingdom. Br itish W.A. -------- ------------- Coloni es . 
----------

3 I bs 1-0 2-6 2-0 
7 Ibs 2-0 3-6 3- 0 
11 I bs 3-0 5-0 4-0 
22 Ibs 5-0 7-6 7-0 

As from t he 1st December 1947 new postal rates affecting letters posted in 
ageria f or delivery in Nigeria. came i nto operation as follows:-

Letters. Id for t he f irst half - ounce or part t hereof. 
Id for t he second do do 

and Id f or each succeeding oun ce or part t hereof. 

Coming into effect on 1st March 1950 rates for second Class mail by air 
to The United Kingdom was fixed at 4d per ~ oz and to G~bia, Gold Coast 
and Sierra Leone 2d per ~ oz. Second class mail consists of printed papers, 
commercial papers, samples and literature for the blind, A . description 91 
contents mist be shewn in the upper left hand corner of the cover and a blue 
air~ail label affixed immedia tely above the address. No letter must be . 
enclosed in parcel . 

REGISTRATION FEE 
, s d 

Fee for registration of a postal article : . 0 ~ 
Government Notice No. 1225 published In 

Nigeria Ga:utt< No. 47 of 4th September, 1947, 
is herehy amended by the deletion. of the last 
sentence. All previous Gazette Notices relatln~ 
to the Registration Fee at the former rate of 3d 
are hereby cancelled a.s from the date that th.s 
notice comes into operatlOn. 

P. A. COURTNEY, 
Director of Posts alld Telegraphs 

Lagos, 7th March, 1953. 01425 

r 



o 

n 1I10e i orion Gautt of 27 -h Deor 1 61 I I...JI 
r te of po e on r-1.nail l etter f o • poat d in l11C; rl 
•• T .tee lip for delivery i n •. i e r i a and t 0 Conoroon 

effect f 1st Apr i l 1952. 
(' r at Brl t ' n , or thorn I r 1 d I Eiro on 1 tto re 

nd d tes to como i nto f oroe on 1st April 1 53. 

Sept ber 1953 a new air ail l etter onn with tho IF E l'ROt'"Z E 
xact ro lica o£ the 6d stamp - even with t h e perforation did 
o d rvico. 

or inland let or f orti 'th the l~-d value (Groundmits) waG expected 
o 1st April 1954. 

.AIR 1U.IL LKr"'m FORllS . 

rI.l 1st 1944:. Printed fom for use of iger ian Forces overseas . 1;0 stamp. 
he re.te of postaoe charged to England was 4d. 
A second printing oJ: this air ail letter fprm varied slightly 

in colour, being nore of a slate-grey shade. 
ecr 15th 1948. rinted f orm wi. tIl 6d stamp (Head of King George ) 

Oct 1st 1949 . 

Sent lst 1953 

Printed 

do 

do 

do 

I lL do 

6d do 

do do 

( Ire Bronze) 

(Groundnuts) 

s 

do do l!d do 

hese are pr' t ed red on a ale pink- b ei e f ront and are printed 
"i.th t he words 0.2.:: .S. O:':'I CIAL PAID. 

:'OP Till; I ERIA O-rr,y . 



FIR ST IS"UE · '"A.T ' :': ARh. m LTIPL E CRo m C· A· ( BLOCK YP E.) 
DIE 1 . 

---- -- -------- --

ESION . It was a matter f or regr et to all ardent collec t ors 
of Ni gerian stamps that t h e Authorities did not start th e n ew 
amal gamat ion with a dist inctive set of designs for its 0 u se, 
fol lowing the examp l e set by the Ni g er coast prot ec torate , 
south ern Ni ger ia and even Lagos. unfortuna tely, for econon:i c 
r easons, t hey adopted t he p l at es provided by t h e st amp pr i nte.s 
for general Colonial u s e . and , as a cons equence/ Ni geria is sue s 
have nev er been partoicoul~ favourit e s with col lectors. 

o· 0/ L' t e "-ena al Colo!1ial de sign i s dul l it 'TIu::;-;; not 0,(3 -'::.ou , .... .,.0 Co 
.0 0 

t h e statlPS a re l ackins i n i. 'Ge e s t , the stud~_ t ' :il:- ::' i ;::d a:J?::-0.L. ~co:- ~o:' 
is a ctio:ities in a s tudy of the po"tma r ks t r e va r yl.ng Ca!1ce __ _ u:.ors 0_ 

;'faich will provi de many i ntcr ostino ;y' - pat h s 0 A lis t 0:: pos -lz::;c.._:':s i n ".;::~ 
author I s collection ,"Jill ~Je Gi ven i n a late r e lapt er . 

Al t hough t he c olony commenced its h i s tory on J anuary 
1st 1914, t he fir s t supp lies of stamps bear ing the t itle of 
NIGERIA were not plac ed on sal e until JUDe 1 s t of the same year . 
This delay was caused by the desire to use up exist ing stock s 
of the old prot e ctorate issues . 

The order wa s pl a ced with the Gov er nment s t amp pr int er s 
Messrs Thoma s De La Rue & Co of London and th e des i gn print ed 
from the general IIpo stag e & Revenue" colonial key- pla t es in 
t wo operations, the duty plate being prin t ed a t a separa t e 
operation. The desi gn was a repetiti on of the Northern Ni ger i a 
issue, save t hat the word NIGERI A was substi tuted at t he head 
of each stamp. The set consi sted of t wel ve valuesj- ~~, Id , 
~d, 2jd, 3d, 4d, 6d , 1/-, 2/6 , 5/- , 10/- and t l. The t ab l et f or 
the value was shaded by hor i zontal line s f or all value s with 
the exception of the 3d, ~d , 6d, 5/- and ~ l, wh ich had t he tabl e1 
unshaded. 

PAPER. All t he lower values i nclud ing the ~id were printed 
On the ordinary unsurf ac ed wove p ap er, the v;lues 3d to d 
being printed on chalk surfaced s afety paper . Th e 3d , 4d d 
5/- denomination s were on y ellow p aper . the 1/- and 10/ - on 
green, the ~/6 on blue and the £ 1 on red all other s being on 
white paper. ' 

The f i rst supplies on yellow and green paper s had 
the oolour tinted on the face only ,the back of s tamp being whi te , 
but in subsequent print ings experiments were made with various 
tinted papers r esul t i ng in a variety of sh ades , dear t o the 
heart of the sp eciali s t, but th e cause of much confu si on to t he 
ave ase collector. So that th ese sp ecial papers may be brought 
out clearly and keep i ng them in l i n e with the cl assificati on 

by the catal ogue , they can bri efly be summed up i n the 
order as f ollows j-

! 



ITE 1 h eH ow [ ac e an 
ck. 

rlntl ns . L '0 BACt. r in ' ed J llow on nce 
b ck, bu hnving a g r eeni eh 

tinge . 
r rin i n . Y A a r sli 'h t) 'I thick r t h an 

u sual tinte on both c e and 
back. T e aha of yel l ow on t he 
face is of a eep tone. 

th print i ng . OR AN E BUF'F BACK · A paper pale yellow on f ac e 
wi th a dis tinct orowni sh t inge 
on t he back . 

th p rinting . P B YELLOW B CK· A paper with a pal e yel low 
tint front and back . The b ack 
varie s from pale yellow to y el low 
buff. 

PAPms· 
1st pr i nting . .'mITE BACK· pap er t i n t ed g r een on face tith 

a " h it e bac k . 
.. nd printing . GREEN BACK· A pap er tinted g r een on b oth side s. 

and v arying fr om b l u ish to y ellow-
green 

3rd printing . OLIVE BACK · A ~aper blue - gr een on f a ce with a 
p a e ol ive- gr een b a ck . 

4th printing . Dd:ERALD 

5 th printing . nfER ALD 

SURFACE . A p aper emerald - g r een on fac e 
with a p ale ol ive - gre en back . 

BACK. A p ap er tinted emer a ld- g reen 
on bo t h side s. 

BLUE PAl' :ER · A pap er tinted b lue on both sides, the sh ades 
on t h e b ack vary ing i n tone from pale blu e t hrough 
deep blue to a gre eni sh - blue . KIIk . 

RED PAPER· A paper t inted red front and b ack . 

SHADES , NUmerous sh ad es in th e ab ov e c olour s wi ll be f ound . s ee 
check list for varieti e s. some of these may be due 
t o the Afric an climate which affect s adverse l y oth t he 
colour of the p aper and the gum . In 1917 t he Id app eared 
in scarlet, du e to a war - time shortag e of t he c armi n e - red 
p rinting ink. 

ATER ~ARK ' All stamp s were wat ermarked with mul t i p le c rown and 
C A in block cap itals, and p er for ated 14 gau ge . 

MAK E-UP of SHEET S . All s t amp s fr om c d t o ~l were prin ted in 
sheets of leO, two panes of Sixty with gutt er margin 
b etween. A p l a t e number appeared i n the sheet marg in 
a lso a sheet number in black. The only u ty plat ~s that 
have been used for the ':::40 set p;rint in s are the M and Id 
va lues. '!'l'L&. e&.Jll,.;y ~t~g~ ()$ ~ U'llll &i\ 'CIt\UQe 
&kill ~ ~~"p.i8.hlt P \l (~~'ii."-) o. ~ 6Se <b'ad 
tl'\.8- p.}.".,b&. ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a.t 'Qn.l. . 

Each pane was surround ed by a single margina l line of 
colour brOken over each stamp 



... rl l 1 • UII will b. Co d wi r Oil S or dOTl!)l. pr ion. 
r k .. ppli •• to al l of h . orgian IIral Colonial k. · -pl t il 

i IU.. 1noludin, the loript watermark . Th. 4d . .. lue lemon baok pl ~te 1 
will b. f ound wit h ... top a1'ter t hll "d" ot 4d . 

rROOF8 . I h .... a pl at. proof of t he ld .&lue in blaok on White oard. 

SPICDlKIf . All .alues were overprinted SP'ECI in uno- serti' oapit 1 11 
2 '~ hi for the POlltal Union . The ovorpr i nts were appl ied in b l .. ok 
.xoept in the oase of the 4d , 1/ - and 2/6 val ues 1Ihioh wer e i n r ed . h e d; 
4d, 1/-, 6/- and 10/- Value's will be found on stamps wit h Whi te back s a 'II. 1 
a. those .with t he ooloured baoks. - , 

GliNl!RAL: The 'a.utho r has departed someWhat f rom t h o ca talogue list ing and 
has rollowed out a simpl e rul e of giving an A, B or C number t o suoh atBrlPS 
that are only shade varieties , thUG allowing ooll e cto re to eaail y allocate 
their speoimens. Only When a distinot oh ange of oolour i s made should s t amps 
be gi ven a s eparat e number. I t is diffioult to understand why the oatalo~e 

should givo separate l i stings for the two Vi otorian die pl ates of St Luoia, 
Seyohelles etc and onl y give an "A" number t o the Georgian dies 1 and 2. 
Certainly t he Georgian dies shew more pronounced dilf erences t han the 
Victorian ones. 

I-
I I llustrations. 

\ - . 

June 1st 1914. Head of King George Vth. Set of twelv e values . 
Engraved and printed by De 10. Rue & Co f r om t h e general Col onial k ey 
and duty plates at ~o operations. Medium wove p aper , whit e and col ou r ed, 
All values to the ~ on unsurfaced paper, val ues 3d t o £1 on chalk s u r faced 
paper. Watermark multiple Crown C.A. b lock t ype. Die 1. Peri' 14. 

No. 
1. M 2 green 

a pale green 
b deep green 

2. ld carmine-red 
a scarlet 

3. 2d grey 
a dull grey 
b slate grey 

4 . ~ bright blue 
a dull blue 



1 ( hite bac k ) 
( l on bac k) 

y 11 0w ( ell ow back) Tff ICK PAPER· 
c 110w (Oral -but back) 

o ('1 ll ow- f back ) 

c 

f 

7. 
a 

a 

c 
d 

f 
g 
rI 

9. 
a 

10 . 
a 
b 
c 
d 
e 

ll-
a 
b 
c 
d 

l;.:~ • 

~. 

6d. 

1/-

'G/6 

5/-

10/-

,~. 

o (pal y How b ack) 

r on (whi back) 
o (lemon back) 

lack r yellow (y ellow back) THICK PAPER· 
Jet-black &: on pale yell ow (c reamy yelloW' back) 
black r e pale yellow ( orange- buff back) 

1 ck & r on deeper yellow (yellow buff back) 
do 0 on pale yellow (pale yellow back) 
, ~ , A 

purple & bright mauve. 
dull purple & mauve. 
pale purple & bright mauve. 
black on pale 'b lue-green (whit e back ) 

do on yellow-green do 
black on pale blue-green ( yellow green back) 

do do (blue-green back) 
do do (pale olive back) 
do on emerald-green do do 

black on b r ight emerald-green ( emerald gr e en back) 
do on emerald-green do d o 

ri c> ~ 1t."(S I N (1f.# ;<,K ' 

black & red on pale blue (dull blue back) 
jet-black & red on pale blue (deep blue back) 

green & red on yellow (white back ) 
do do (lemon back ) 

green & red on deep yellow (yellow back) THICK PAPER 
green & red on yellow (or ange- buff back) 

do do on pale yellow ( yellow-buff back) 
do do do do (pale y ell ow back) 

green & red on blue-green (whit e back) 
do do do (blue-green back) 
do do do (pale olive back) 
do do on emerald-green( do do ) 
do do do do (emer ald back) 

deep purple & black on red. 

There was a re-issue of the 1 value in AUgust 193~ 
printed from plate d3, but it can onl y be distinguished 
froUl the earlier print;ings by the p late number. 



~nd ISSUE· SCRIPT ATElm ARK· Die 1. 

During 19~O a chang e of water mark w s introduced by t h e 
g ents. The shape of the crown iff ered and t he l e tt ers 

w r in script capitals . Il l ustrat ions ~ t h e old 
n w types are shewn below -q 

(old) Block C A. (new) s cript C A· 

c rown 
C A 
and 

he first stamps to be p rint ed with the new wa termark were the 
-:;z'<i and ld values which were placed on issue early in 19G1, 
foll owed by the ~d, 2id and 6d values in May of the same y ear . 
rn January 1924 the 3d value app ear ed in a n ew colour;Bright 
violet on white in place of t h e old purple on yellow, t h is might 
have been occasioned by the desire to shew a distinction from 
the 4d val ue which was printed on yellow pap er. 

After several years of Die 2 printings -see next «napter­
a rather surprising occurrence took place in ~ arch 1932 b y a 
return to tne original Die 1 printing. It wa s understood among 
philatelists that through an accident Die 1 plate was dis c arded 
and Die 2 plate substituted, but an enquiry directed to the 
Crown Agents for official confirmation brought forth the followi ng 
repl,.. . 

sir . 

4 Millbank. westm~nster s . . 1. 
22nd s eptember 1932. 

, ltb further reference to your letter of the 18th JUly 
regard1ag the printing of c er tain Nigerian stamps, I have t o 
inform lou that we have look ed into th's matter and in r ep ly 
have to tate that there is no data to confirm the assump tion 
that one of the key dies referred to has been discarded. 

I am sir 
your obedient servant. 

(sgd) H. stanfield. 
f or crown Agent s. 



..-I 0 
Q or< 

waa h e d value which app ared 
e of ark brown. In August 1932 
app fir ~;- 4d G/6, 5/- and 10/~ 
on r inting mn e for each valu 
which t wo pr int ings were made. 

v lue s were 40 set, al l other values 
NO 9 had t he plate number printed at 

ttle other plnt es h ad tho number at the 
heet 

The fd and Id values from t h e p lates 7 and 9 printing 
t o be f ound with watermark inverted . 

-,;...;;;.::...=-..;:.:,;:.I:.:,:JL;p.' The Sd value in violet Die 1 on wat ennarked pa.per imperforate 
a H •••. anner's Sal. on February 1st 1944 rea.lising £8. 

· 0. 

13. 
a 
b 

14. 
a 
b 
c 

15 
a 

16. 
17. 

a 
18. 
19. 
GO , 
Gl. 
G~. 

3 . 

1 Gl-l932. Head of King George. print ed as before. 
Values 4d upwards on chalk surfaced paper. 
":atermark MUltiple scrip t C.A. Di:e 1. perf 14. 

i<1 green 
dull green 
deep green 

Id rose-carmine 
aniline-carmine 
dull-scarlet 
deep bright carmine 

2d deep grey 
dull grey 

Gd dark brown 
2~ bright blue 

dull blue 
3d bright violet 
4d deep black and red on yellow (pale yell ow back) 
6d purple and br ight mauve 

G!6 black and red on blue. 
5/- green and red on yellow (pale yellow back) 
10/- green and red on emerald (emerald back ) 

V ARIEl'Y · 'l tatermark invert ed. 
---------------------

13c . fd green 
l4d. Id rose-carmine. 



THIRD ISSUB, SCRIPT fATER1~AR DIE:C 
------ -- -- --- --------

n ctober 19G3 h 4d valu appeare with the script watermark 
~utOpr lnt from a n w fr ame p late which differed from the 
origi nal plat in sev l'al vay s. The principal dis tingui shing 
features betwe n the t wo pl a t e s are;-

A .... 

A. Th second (thick) line 
below NIGERIA is cut on 
the slant to follow the 
shape of the crown. 

B. The side labels bearing 
the words "POSTAGE" and 
"&: REVENUE" are cut square 
at the inner top corners 

C. At each of t h e lower 
corners t h ere is a 
projecting dot or "bud" 
on the outer spiral of 
the foliate ornament. 

B 

DIE II. 

A. The second (th ick ) line bel ow 
Nigeria is cut vert ically on 
e ach sid e of the cr own. 

B. The labels curve inward s at 
top on t he insid e ed ge. 

C. There is no "bud " in t he 
ou t er sp ir a l s . 

The 4d value above mentioned was fr om pl a t e 10 , th i s was followed 
b y the 6d in JUly 1984 and the 1/- in Augu s t 19~4 b oth from plate 
11. The~, Id, ~d and 3d appear ed in May 1925, the ~/6 in 
AUgust 1925, the 5/- in october 1 986 and t he 10/- i n APril 19~6 . 
I t is of interest to r ecor d th'at the fi rs t s t amp to be is sued 
f rom the Die 2 printing was t h e b lue reg i s tr ation stamp on the 
p rinted envelopes (3d value) in JUly 1923. 

In May 1925 t h e ~ and Id v a lu e s were print ed fr om 
comb ined pl a tes 7 an d 18, . the upp er p ane s - p l ate 7 - being Die 1 
and the lower panes -plate 1 2 - Di e 2 . All plates numbered 10 
and upwards -with the one exception of p l a t e G3 mentioned in 
previous chapter- are Die 2. 



~ v rei colo r chang 8 took place in t h is is sue. 
s in th ~ value, it bei g contended t hat t he 

ha 80m_ ffect on the adhes ive quality 
n ion ho ever was not borne out by the 

. N-v rtheless a tr i al as given with a new 
1 ~ n che.tnut print ed from pla e 16 was plac ed 
OC ob r 1 t 19~7. The colour of the ~d wa~ again 

~ b r 19~ a new shade in brown also printed .., 
16 . h r il 0 iat inct sha e of the ~d al so in 

l rint from pla 18 and issued in 19~9 , but later 
in the brol colour. 

~ho llow paper shewed variation in tones from 
110 to 1 mon an i n 1930 to an almost whitish-yellow. 

varieti s also ocourred in the green papers , details of 
ill b foun in the check list. 

The ~~d value became obsolete on March 31st 1931 and 
r pl c d on APril 1st of the same year by a 3d value in blue, 

hich supel' l eded the 3d violet colour. Thi s change of colour 
s ue to the increased po st ag e rat e on letters,to foreign 

co tries . 
rll Is 1931 a new 1# value was put on sale in consequence 

h chan e of the British Bmp ire rate of postage from 2d 
l,d for the first ounce. Owing to the financial string ency 
old rat e of 2d was restored from the 1st Octob er 1931 . 

- - - - .. _- - ---- --- --- v------ - --- .. 
~ .. .AKE-UP · The printing detail s and make- up of sheets were exac t ly 
the same as previously detailed, the only exception being the 
new I i value which had a double IIJubilee ll line of col our broken 
over each stamp in place of the single marginal line. This l~ 
value has ~lso been printed 240 set. 

, " ,.~~. fLIHii1 1/1r ("'u ... P .. M.'q '''''' 
~ ,." A"" 

VARIETY . Thel.\6d value from plate 11 oM known with inverted watermark. 

COLOUR TRIAL . The 3d value dull vio let die 2 on watermarked paper is known 
imperfo ra.te. 

sPECIMEN . The following value s will be found printed SPECIMEN 
in £ sans-serif capitals I"'"'~.l , 

in red ...... 4d , 1/- and 2/6. 
in black . ...• 2d chestnut, 5/- and 10/-

:'ith IIspEC I MEl'(' p erforated in 'a semi-circle instead of printed 
l id yellow . 3d blue. 

The 1 value was also printed from Die 2 and placed on 
issue January 19th 1927, it is the only stamp not bearing the 
new script \"Iatermark . The explanat ion of thi s lies in the fact 
th t the crown ASents had a large stock of the red paper with the 
block C. A. watermark ,whdch had to b e us ed up. 



19~3-lgM. printed a betore on m dlum wove p p r, white 
and 0010 , valu a 1 to on or l nary p p r , 

paper. 

o . 
~ .. 

• 
b 

• 2&. 
• 
b 
o 
4 

26. 
27 . 

-b 
28. 
29. 

30 · 

• 
b 

• 
b 

:31. 
32. 

a 
b 

33 . 
a 
b 

34. 
a 

35. 
36. 

• 
b 

37. 
a 

.d to 10/- on oh.l~ ourr.oed 
.. ter-ark MultIP:~ __ ~::~~_~:A' D18 

fd green 
pale gre n 
brIght greaD 
deep gr een 

14 deep br i ght c armine 
bright ro se- r d 
carmine-rod 
rose- 8carlet 
car. lne-roae 

lid orange-yellow 
id blui8h-grey 

slate-grey 
p ale grey 

ad. cheatnut 
ad. brown 

ch ooolate 
pale brown 

M deep violet 
dull violet 
pale violet 

M blue 

~. pert 14 . 

t4 black & r ed on pale yellow (pale yellow back) 
jet- black & red on deep er y ellow (l emon back ) 
black & r ed on very pale yellow (whitish- yellow) 

6d deep purple & bright mauve 
pale dull purple & bright mauve 
deep reddish purple & mauve 

1/- jet blaok on bright emerald (emer ald back) 
bl aok on blut Sh-emerald ( emerald back) 

2/6 blaok & red on blu e 
&/- green & red on pale yell ow (pale lemon back) 

deep green & red on pale yellow (pale yel l ow bac k) 
green & red on ver y p ale yellow (whitish- yellow) 

10/- green & red on emerald ( emerald back) 
green & red on br l~bt emerald (dark emerald back) 

VARI£TY . Inverted ",' atermark 
"8< 6d ( lat e-lll- --ti"D-;A-.~~-;;;I!-" . '1'1"< /" .eaTc C"~"'H ,0"""7 

,~ tor minor varietie s of shades see sh eck li st . 

Jany 19th 1927. watermark multIple crown C. A. ( bl ock type) 
but printed f rom Die 2. 

pert 14 . on chalk surface p aper. 

)I0~. &1. purple and black on r ed. 



C CK 1~ l' 01' 'l'n~ Srr ttr::) OF IGJ!.'RIA. 191 1 31 ISSUES. 

of t 1 vo.riou 
tion "or t.o • .t... e oll ":i :'-

C'o~n or t ~o Colonio G. 
~'OG d 0. e & Co L d • 

. vol L . J. ~"ortlington . 
:r Col in R ~alker. 

-i r ... "er u a.' e to Give t (3 " late numo _'" 'o r t .. o 
in i s, J (3 lists va boon compiled dth c" ro wd o.r 

s it is po siblo to get them 'Ii th t 0 informo. ion . .t.. h is 

:.10 <J~o..ntitias given include a. 1 booklet prb,ti "'e;s. 

ariouo 
Q. cor~' ct 
aisposo.l. 

(A) Watermark Multiple Crown C . ~ . (block t ype) Di e 1 

All duty plates from the 2d to £1 vSlues a re 1 20 s et -
two panes of 60 with gutte r margin between- ~nd have f our 

l a te numb ers on t he sheet margin, one a t each corner of 
the sheet . Plate Nos 1 and 9 hav e two pl a te numbe rs only 
placed at bottom of the sheet. 

The only duty ~lates which have been used f or 240 
set printings are the 2d and l d values. 
Sheet umb ers . The sheet numb(?r s are in a l l case s printed 
in black over the last stamp . I n some cases the f igures 
lap on to the margin, or occupy part of the last t wo s tarn s, 
in such cases they are tabled thus : - 2/2 , 4/1 e c . 
Cert.l n printings had no sheet numbers a t t op, these ay 
probably be supplies kept back by t he Crown Agents f or 
dis tribution to London Dealers and not ent out to the Colony , 
In so e ca ses shee ts were split i nto ha l ves and each 
half sheet numbered befor8 despatch to Colony . The s e re 
indica~ed wi th a X. 
Gum . any of t he va l ues exi st wi t h a yel l o -i sh gum , t his 
may be caused by climatic changes and does not neces sar i ly 
indi cate a se parate print ing. 



(A) atermark Block C. A. Die 1 . Perf 14 . 
---------- ------ -

Dati alu Plat Oolour and Sheet Qua nutj' 
Da te • Oee orlpt 1on. No . Pri nted. 

Dt.pa tcil ed . /:.lIl1ld. No. 
4 fi g r 10 14 J 4 id 2 & 1 gr n, whit p. gum. X. 1 . 1' 17 . 96" 

~t.h 
yellow gum. 4 f i g 717 & !:-7 1915 . id do green , 1. ': r 4 . (' 4 r• 

Jua 5 ' 2 / 2 . 
191 1917 . t d 3 & 4 gr een . X. 4 fig 

,-d 7 & 4 deep green. 4 fi g ;;' .'$ . 84 r, 
31 k &. 1 '~C . 

&th .19'),) . 1 21 7 &: 4 green . 4 fi g . '; ;:;5 . ~g l"' 
1 4 t.ill& ~ • 

ot All s t cks of t he td value wi th he bl o k C. A. 
wa te mark were offi cia l ly de s oyed a Lagos 
on 2 nd February 1926. 

r 10 & ,,, . 
~ . 191 un€ 

ca r mine-red,whi te !um . 5 fi g3 2 3 . 058. 000 
1914 ld 2& l. 

1ay17 &: 2 a so wi h ou t s e e t r-ro . 
un 5 &: 28J 1915 

1915 
1 do do yel10wi sh, gum 5 f ig4 1. 4 . 432 .92f1 . 

Jun 12 '" t 1917 . ld :3 & 4. scarlet. X. 5fi g 1 4 . 
20th/lSI 2 . 380 . 440 . 

"'y31 '" A t 1920 ld 7 & 4 ca r mine-red . 5f ig . 4 1. 1. 645 . 080 5tb .1920 J 
Aug4.1920 . 1921. ld 7 & 4 do do 4 fi g . 2 . 397 . 120 . 

., 
.. r 10 .1914 I Jun/14 2d l. grey . white gum. 4 fig2 2 . 119 . 040 . 
Apr 27 '" t 
Jnn5 .1915 1 1915 2d l. dull-grey yell ow gum. 4 f ig . 290 . 520 . 

1918 2d 5. slate- grey. 4 f ig • . 183 . 720 . 

Dec/20 2d 8. dull s late-grey. 5 fi g 1. 222 .440 . 
I" 4/1 
Jun1914 1. bright blue, white gum . 4 fi g 122 . 160 . 

1915 l. dull blue, yellow gum. 4 fig. 333.600 
Jun/14 3d l. purple on . 

ellow. hite 4 f i g 240 . 240 . 
back . 2/2 

Aug/15 3d l. do do lemon back. 4 fi g . l 3d l. pu r ple on deep ye llow) 
, 

4 fi g . } 489 . 1 O. 
thi ck paper , yellow bac . 



• t r rk block C. h . D1 ~ 1 continued . 

Date al u . Ph 
De apatah ed. Illued. No 

14 
7th 1. 20 r~( 1920 . 

u 4 . 1 0 1 21. 

Fe /1 21 1921. 
p!. 
J une 

srI . J 914 1914. 

un5 . 1915 . Aug191 

d . 

d 

d. 

4d 

1 . J un . 1 1 . 1920 4d 

llay14 & t 

8 . 

8 • 

9 . 

1. 

1. 

1. 

6. 

27 . 1 920.J Dec/20 4d 8. 

Aug 4 . 192. 1921 4d 8. 

an25 . 192. 1921 4d 8. 

Apr27) 1915 . 
Jun 5) 

Jul 

Ilf 

June 
1914 6d 

1915. 6d 

1919. 6d 

8y 31/ 20 Dec/20 6d 

ug 19/ 20 1921. Bd 

1. 

1. 

B. 

8. 

8 

Colour and Sheet 
De.or1pt1on . No . 

purple on pal yellow 
orange- buff back . 

purple on p Ie yellow 
creamy yellow back . 

purple on pale yellow 

4 fig 

4 fig 

pale yell ow ba ck . X. .4 fi g 

Q\4antlty 
Printed. 

180 . 240 . 

122 . 040 . 

601 . 680 . 

grey-black & red on 
yel l ow. white back. 4 fig 2 / 2 . 1 2 0 . 000 
grey-black & r ed on 
yellow. l emon ba ck. 

black ~ red on deep yell 
thick paper. yellow bac 

black & red 'on pale 
yellow. pale-yellow bac 
also in jet-bla ck. 

4 fi g l 
.J 

4 fig 

bla ck & red on pale 4 f ig 
yellow. orange-buff bac • 
also with yellow-buff ck. 

bla ck & red 2~_pale 
yellow, ~~~'buff ba 

grey black & red on ~ 
yellow. wi th yell ow-b 
orange buff & pale yel 
backs. 

purple & bright mauve 
white gum. 

dull purple & bright 
yellowish gum . 

dull purple & mauve . 

pale purple & bright 

do do 

a 

3 f ig 

4fig . 
f, 
w 

4 fig 
2/2 . 

e 
4 fi g 
4 f ig . 

4 fi g 

4 fi g 

315 . 360 

117. 120 . 

119 . 880 . 

73 . 200 . 

458 . 640 . 

303 . 600 . 

584 . 840. 
229 . 2 o. 

120 . 480 . 

315.960 

Note:- Al stock of the 6d ~ late 
de t r oyed at Lagos on Febry ff ich ly 

6 . 



watermark Block C. A. Di e J . c ontinued . 

De te Date 
Dee pat ch ed. Ieeued . 

I'" 
a rl0 . J914 J un 191 

A r:.::7 
.Tun 5 1915 

.run 1 &tce 
1 17 . 

ec21 . J918 

J une19.191 • 

191 

1918 

y14 . 1920 D!c1920 1/-

Aug 4.1920 1921 1/ 

Plat Co lour an d She et 
No. Desoript1on. No . 

1 grey - black on pale blue 4 fig 

1. 

6. 

8 

8. 

grpen . white back. 2/2 . 

(a ) 0 0 yellow greeD face also 

black on pa le bl ue - green 4 fig. 
rellow-green back . 

(a ) on bJue-green back . 

deep black on pale- blue­
pale 11>11 ve back 

(a) on deeper olive bac 
yellowish gum . 

black on emera l d fa ce, 

(
pale olive back. 

a ) on paler creamy-oli v 
grey-black on emer ald 
face , emerald back. 

(a) on bright emerald f 

reen . 
4f1g 

4 fig 
ba ck . 

4 fig 
e. 

Quant1ty 
Printed. 

"" 02 . 880 . 

555. 600 . 

71. 640 . 
121 . 680 . 

364 .560 . 

243 .1 20 . 

555 .600 . 

Feb 9 .]921 1/ 9. black 00 eme r a l d f a ce. 5fig 1.167 . 000 . 
eme r ald back. X. / 41. 

Note : The shades of a l l green 
papers vary . 

r-June 
~ar 10.191 1914 2/6 

Apr27)1915 
May17) 

June 12 &: 

2/ 

1. 

1. 

20 . 1917.. 1918. 2/6 5. 

Feb 12.]921 1921. 2/6 8. 

/( 
KarlO.191 June191 5/- 1. 

A~r27)191 Aug1915 5/­llay17 ) 

5/-

1. 

1 

grey -black & r ed on pal 
blue , dull blue back . j fig 

bla ck & red on pale bl 
greenish-bl ue ba ck, 

yellowi sh gum. 

60 . 120 . 

1<14 . 000 . 

j et- bl a ck & red on pale 
blue , deep blue back. J fig ' . 61. 400 . 

grey-black & r ed on pale 
blup , deep blue back. 4fig 244. 080 . 
also on a greenish- blue 

back. 
green & red on yellow, 

whi te ba ck . 3 fig. 40 . 320 . 

green & r ed on yellow 
lemon back. 

green & r ed on deep yell ' 
ye llow back , thicker 

paper . 

3 fig 

3 fig 

l J 97 . 20C . 



l Det. 
d. II ". 

rk Bock C.A . Dl 1 con inu . 

Pla' 
10. 

Colour and 
De.or1pt1on. 

Sheet 
No. 

Quantity 
Printed . 

8 grp n & r~d on p Ie Z fig 18 . 000 
yellow . y llow buff bac • 

8 gr p. n & r p.~d on ~~le 4 fi g 244.800 . 
yellow. orange-buff, 
yel low buff & pal 
yellow backs . 

A gtoc 5 of the 5/- pla te 8 were offici 11y 
d at Lagos on Novemb er 17t 1926 . 

,st
J une 

1914 

Aug/ 15 . 10/ 

1 

1. 

of all yellow papers va 1~ 
ton e . 

green & red on pale 3 fig 
blue- gr een , white back . 
green & r ed on pale 
blue- green , blue-gree 3 fig 
ba ck . 

40 .680 . 

60.720 . 

Jun e 12th 1 
-une 20 J 
1917 . 

5 . green & r ed on pale 
blue-gr een, pa l e olive 
back . 

..;-
3 fig i: -11.880 . 

fI4 ";7If1. /"f6sr IK~"'''' 
1uu -f.t,£S) if,,-.rNl fl1,,/F 

vKS/Y· If~N;J -

ay 14)19 • Deer 
ay 17) 1920 . 

ec 18th 
1920 . 

1921 . 

ai-ei~~ /Si'Jun/14 

Aftr·27/ • 
Jun . l2 &20 l 

1917. 
J un19 .191 • 

ay17 . 192 • 

ec 18 . 19 o. '11.' · £1 

xa, June Aug. 19 
23 . 1932 

8 

8 

1 
1 

5 

6 

8 . 

8 

23 . 

green & r ed on emerald , 
pal e olive back . 

3 fi 

gre en & red on emerald, ' 4 fig . 
em erald back . 

also on deep emerald b ck 

deep pur ple & blac~ 
do on r ed . do 

pur ple & black on red. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

3 fig 
:3 fjg 

3 fig -

3 fig 

3 fig _ 

4 fig 

3 fig 

Th £1 value rinted rom plate 23, is 
a ret rn pri ting 0 Die 1 in 1932 . 

24.72 • 

121.800 

1-1.680 . 
56 ."1EO . 
12.6 O. 

24 . 360 . 

18.480 . 

120 . 00 • 

12 . 120 . 



t r~Rrk ultipl p. Cr own Scri pt C. . Pie 1. 

--------------------

Th d and d valup r 24 0 s t, th o ther four 
v 1u" Ilr <)0, 

PT 9 a wo pI 
o f SbAP • otha s 

tp numbers only p ced 
h vp four plAte numb r , 
hp shp n at each r npr of d , s patched 

f'o th 
1n 

h d and l d v lups 1 t 
nu ry 1 91 will b found 

7 & 9 printl ng~ts~.t 
ith in verted ~aterm rk. 

Th 2d , 2~d , 3d and d v lues ill be fund without 
sh t numb e r at t p . 

t>.te Da t e 
Despatch ed. Issued. 

18 .1923 

an 25 & 
Apr. 5 .1921 

ep 28 & 

1921. 

1924 . 
ay . 192 

1921. 

Oc t 2.1922 1923. 
ec18.1923 l 
Feb22.1924 1924 . 

alu . Pl at 
No. 

id 7& 9 

~d 7 & 9 

i d 7 & 12 

1d 7 & 9 . 

Colour and 
Desoription. 

Sheet 
No. 

gr c n, hite gum . 4 fig 
I n some ca s es bottom hal shee t 
numbered. 

dull green , y ellow gum . 4 fig 
deep dul l green . 4 fig 

rose-carmine~ 4 fig 

Quanti ty 
Prlnte O. 

1. 209.36" • 
we re 

'2: 55.44 C. 
239.280 . 

2 . 524. 440 . 

I d 7 & 9. aniline-carmine. 

Id 7 & 9 dull scarlet . 

5 fi g 4.7C7.360 . 
4/1. 

5 fig. 2.950 . 440 . 

Dec5th1924 l May 
Feb 2 .1925 ~ 1925 . Id 7 & 12 deep bri gh t carmine . 5 fig 3 . 456. 960 . 

1/4. 

Feb24 . 1921 May 192 2d 
2d 

9. 
9 . 

deep grey . X 
dull grey (yellow gum ) 

figl/4 l 1.815 . 00 
fi g4/1 f 

Th se are evidently from same prin ng,alt ough 
osi ion of sheet number di ffer s . 

Apr 25 .192 • 1921 . 2d 9. deep grey . (booklets) lBl. 26C. 

Feb12 .1921 May 192 

Onl 

Sep17 . 19 J an1924 

Feb 12 & 
24. 1921. May 192 

2, 9 . 
also 

on print 
in March 

3d 9 . 

• 6d 9 • 

6d 9 

bright b1ue,white gum. 4 fig 360 . 000 . 
dull bl ue , yellow gum . 

ng of t he 2id, which be c e obs Ipte 
931 when it was replaced by a ne 
3d value pr inted in blue 

bright violet (official 4 fig '2:59 . 280 . 
t e rm is blue-purple ) 

purpl e & bright mauve 4 f ig 589.440 . 

pal~ , purp e, & - clO" ' {'Iou 60 . 600 . 

Note . Pl ate No 12 in the td & 
I d values iB - Die 2 . 



) t. r Rrk Script C.A.& Crown. Die 1 con tinued . 
--------- - - - --- --

Oa t , ,. al • Pb' OoloW' and SM.' QuanUt,. 
,. abed. 1U •• Ie • De. 8l"l pt; t_. Jo, Pl"t ISted • 

u 
ul 

Iun :2 

u 

2d 2::5 • dark brown . 4 fig Z63.840 . 

2d 23. dark brown 4 fig 831. 000 . 

23. deep black & r ed on yell w, 
pAle yellow back. 4 f i g 241.440 . 

. 193 23 . deep black & red on blue Z fi g 49.920 . 

do 

do 

red on do 5/ 23 . dull green & 
yellow, pale yellow back 3 fig 44.760 . 

do 10/ 23 . green & red on emerald ) 
emerald back . 3 fig 31.200. 

(c) Watermark Mul t Crown & Script C. A. Die 2 . 
- --- ------- -- -- - ---------- -

All duty plates with the exception of the td a nd Id values 
are 120 set. The id and Id are 240 set and the l ~d va lue 
has .tsw been printed 120 and 240 set . 

All have single marginal line of colour in t he sheet 
margins with the exception of the ltd value which has a double 
line. 
Plate s 10~ 16 and 20 have the plate number at bottom of 

sheet only, all other pla tes have numbers at fou r corners . 
When plate 18 was first made it had the plate numbers at all 

four corners , later it was made into an upper 120 set plate 
for occasional combined use with plate 20 , when it had the 
pl ate numbers removed from the bottom margin. 



(c) ~Lerm rk mul t Scrip t C A. Di e 2 . 
- - - --------- -----

Date Oat, alu Colour and Sheet 
D"patohld. Illuid. Quant ity 

D88 crlpt ion. No. Pri nted . 
o ·'8 .1ge4 i d d eep dull gr oen. 4 f ig ............. . 

Plate 7 I s Di~ 1. qua n ti ies gi en i n 
previous table. 

1926 id pale green . 4 fi g 4'78 . 080 . 

Oc t 1 1926 'ov 
,d 13 &16 gre en . 4 fi g 450 . 480 . 

A.u 15.10 2 i d bright green . 4 fi g 238 . 560 . 

Apr10 . 1~28 td do do 4 f ig 484 . 560 . 

Sep17 . 1929 1930 . ,d 18 &20 deep green. 4 fig 780 . 000 . 

Ju1 17 . 193 . 1931- t d 18 &20 do do 4 fig 238 . 080 . 

Jul 24 . 193 !d 22&20 . green 4 fig 777.120 . 

Jlln15 . 1932 id do do 4 f i g 1. 394 . 640 . 

Dec22 . 193 do deep green 4 fig 1.200 . 000 . 

Oc t'7. l. 1933 do gre en 4 f ig 480 . 000 

Feb 8 . 193 .1. 26&27 " bright green 4 fig 611 . 280 . 

Dec5 . 1924 . 1d 7& 12 deep bright carmine. 
Feb2 . 1925 

.. .......... .. 

p s di e 1. quantities give 

Sep 7 . 
) ov . 3 

Dec 7 . 1d 13&12 br i gh t ro se-red. 3 . 959 . 520 . 
1925 . 

Nov 1.192 Id 13 &16 carmine-red 4 . 254 . 720 . 

A.ug15 { ear ly 
Aug27 . 1927 

Sep29) 
1928 Id 19 &20 ros e-scarle t . 5 fi g4 1. 4 . 860 . 600 

APr10S 19 • 1928 Id do ca r mi ne -rose. 5fi g .3 2 . 3 . 901.540 . 
"ayl 
Oct 16~1 'kfl -1929 Id 18&20 . carmine-red . f i g . 4 , 1. 4 . 87;-5 . 20Q 
Dec 8 . 

Sep 27~ Oct 1. 19 do do do do do 1'> . 720 .480 . 
llov 12 
Jul 15917 fl'io 1d do car ine-rose. 5fig .4 1. 3 . 888.7 " . 
~ 24.1 30 
Jan29 . 1931 1d do do do f3oof(lv'$ 91 . 200. 

JU1.AU§ &: ~ 
~ep . 19 1 . Id 22&20 do do do 7 . 302 . 000 . 



(c ) 'ap r ark Mult Script C. A. Die 2 , continued . 

OUt Date 
Deepa tab ld. Illuld. 

!'In ~ 1 I9!!. 
~ h.le!l.l Aprllt 

J n1 . 1 
luI l~t &- \ 
7th.lQ!2 . ~ 

f"C 22 A: 1 
Oth.lS32~ 

ctol . 1931 

IS!1 . 

• Plat Oolour and 
No. D.s or1p tion. 

21 . orange- yellol" . 

d 21. 
d 22&20 . 

do 
d 

do 
do 

do do do X 
x. c t in half sheet s & numbe 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do o 

Shut Quant Ity 
No. Prin ted. 

5fig3/ • 1.381. 20 r . 

do 910 . 320 . 
5fig4/ • 2 . 167 . 32( . 

do do 
d . 

do do 
4 fig . 

1. 93 . err- . 

1.419. 36" 
2 . 049 . 00" 

O. is issue has perf &: impe margi s. 

1914 2d 

ecl2&30 .19 4\ 
Feb 2 . 1925. a, 192 2d 

NovoO . 192S. 1926 2d 

Oct 14 4: 1 
Rov 1 . 1928 J 1927. 2d 

Aug 27 4: 1 
Sep29.192 lIs ct 2d 

May 1 &e 2 
1928. 

Oct 25 4: 

1927 . 
lIst Sep 
1 1928. 2d 

Dec 8.1928 1929. 
Oct 1 . 0 .1 

&: Rov J 1930 . 
12.19 !}o 

July 15 &e \ 
l7t h . 1930 . J 1931. 

July 24 &e l 
Sep 2 . 193 J 932. 
Dec 30.19 lJ e 
Jan 3.193 j 1933. 
Oct 31 &e 1 r 
Nov 15.19 4 1934. 

2d 

2d 

2d 

Dec 5& 12 
1924. 

y1925 3d 

Sep 7 & 
Dec 7.192 
Oct 14 & 

1926 3d 

Nov 1.192 1927. 3d 

Aug27 . 1927 A~1928 d 

11 

11 

11 

17. 

16 . 

16. 

18. 

21. 

21. 

21. 

26. 

20. 

11. 

11 

17. 

16. 

bluish-grey. issued in 

slate-grey. 
also pale slate-grey . 
grey. issued in book 

pale-grey. 

chestnut. 

brown. 

chocolate. 

brown • 

paler brown. 

brown. 

dark brown. 

do do 

deep violet 

dull violet. 

pale violet. 

dull violet. 

ooklet 
only. 

5figl/ 

ts on1 

4 fig . 

4 fig . 

4 fig . 

4 fig. 

4 fig 

4 fig 

4 fi g . ' 

4 fi g 

4 fi g , 

4 fig 

4 fig 

4 fig 

4 fig 

60 . 540 . 

1. 285.560. 

90. 000 . 

631. 440 . 

77 2 . 380 . 

816.900 . 

845.520. 

911.820. 

687. 720 . 

371. 560 . 

600 . 000 . 

858. 840 . 

219 . 00C . 

481.680 . 

121. 080 . 

238.800 . 



(C) . n r ar ~. ult cri t C. A • Die 2 . conlinued . -_. -------- ---
Da t e Plat Colour and Sheet ~ue.nt1ty IlIIued . No . Desoript ion . No . Printed . 

20 viol e l . 4 fig 247 . 1:'.0 . 

' 0 ~d 18 pal viole t 4 fi g 246 . %0 . 
d 21 do do 4 fig 372 . 000 

d 21 blue 4 f i g 590 . 64C 

d 21 blue 4 fig 361. 56 0 . 

20 bright blue 4 fig 366 . ] 20 . 
10 grey -black & red on 

pale yellow . pale yel]o back. 
also on yellow buff bac 
and lemon y ellow back . none. 109.440 . 

11. black &: r ed on pale 
yel low . lemon yellow 
back . 4 fig 175.200 

Dec5 .1924 11 jet-black &: r ed on 
yell ow . lemon-ye l low 4 fig 190 . 560 . 

• back . 
8ep7 192 !liar 
ec 7 1927. 4 . 11 . grey-black &: r ed on 

yellow. pale yellow .4 fig 242 . 040 . 
oct14 ~ lo26 Au~t 

19 7. 4d 17. deep black &: r ed on ov 1 pale yellow , pa le 4 fig 241 . 440 . 
yellow back . 

Aug27 . 19 Apr192 4d 16 black & red on pa le 
pale yell ow back . fig 122 . 520 

Aprl 0 Feby 
1928. 1929 4d 16 . jet- bla ck &: r ed on pa le 

y ellow . lemom ba ck. 4 fig 247. 08C. 

OCt2~~1928 1929. 4d 18 do do do do 4 fig 242 .880 
ov15 (1'~~rE No / I I/1 101' OrfL Y) . 

17JU]Yl !:<30~ End 0 4d 21. black &: r ed on ve ry pa 
U ci:xiiH 1930 . yellow . l emon back . 4 fig 248. 280 . 

Oct8 . 1930 4d 21 do do do 4 fi g ' 182 . 400 . 

ov15 . 193 Ma r19 4d 20 . black & red on yellow . 
pale yellow back . 4 fig 246.840 . 

pc1C. 1923 .6 11 deep purple &: mauve . 4 fig , 301. 680 

ec12 . 192 . .6 11 pal e dull purple &: 4 fig 283. 320 . 
b r i ght mauve. 

&: Sep7 1925 1927 6d 11 deep reddish- purple 4 fig 600.480 
Dec7 mauve . 



(C) t r l rk ult Script C. A. Die 2 con inued 

t Dati alu. P at 
Dtlpa tabld. Illuld. Mo. 

.Au 

.Tu 

1 29 . 6d 

6d 

d 

16 

16 

a 6d 

18 

21 

21 

26 

11 

ep7 1925 
ec7 

Octl~) 19 
Nov 1) 

1/ 

1925 1/ 11 

1926 1/ 11 

1/ 17 

Apr192 1/ 16 
Feby 

1929 . ' 1/ 16 . 

. 1 21. 

Oolour and 
Ollol'lpUon. 

dee p lurple & mauvp 

do do do 

purple & bright mauve 

purple & mauve 

do do 

dull purple & mauve 

jet-black on bright 
emerald . emerald ba ck . 

jet-black on emerald 
emer li.d back . 

Sb .. t 
No • 

4 fig 

4. fig 

4 fig 

4. fig 

4. fig 

4 fig 

4 fig 

4 fi g 

black on pa l er eme r ald 4. fi g 
emerald back . 

jet-black on deep 4 fig 
emerald, deep emerald b ck. 

black on emerald 
emerald back . 

do do do 

black on deep emerald 
emerald back . 

4 fi g 

4. fi g 

4 fi g 

Z66 .480 

24 . 120 . 

~6;Z . 24 0 

488 . 400 

36 .400 

486 . 840 

421. 920 

521.400 

761.160 

600 . 240 . 

775 . 560 

794.640 . 

995 . 400 

1/ 21 . black on blue-green . * 4 fig 486 . 120 . 

Aug17 
Sep 2 
19"'1 1/ 

Jano .1933 Jun193 1/ 

ov15.1 9 Var193 1/ 

ec23.1Q25 1926 2/ 

RLI~,J ,yellow-green f a ce 
emerald back. 

20 " black OD deep emerald 
emerald back. 

26 ' 

20 I ' 

' black on blui sh-emerald 
emerald back . 

black on emerald 
yellow-green back . 

11 deep black & ca r mine on 
brig t blue, fac e and back. 

11 deep black & carmi ne OD 
blue,grey-blue back. 

4. fig ' 849. 120 . 

4. fig 477 . 240 . 

4. fig 61 3 . 440 

o fig 57 . 000 . 

3 fig 60 . 000 . 

Novr~1926 Aug1£27 /6 17 . dee p black & dar k re 
on bluer grey-blue back 4 fi g 116.520 . 

Aug27 . 1927 Aug1928. 2/ 16. black & ca rmine on blue 
grey-blue back 3 fig 49.020 . 



ec) a t ermark ult Scr i pt C. A. Die "2" conti nued . 

Da e Date alu. 
De patahed . Ia.u.d. 

II . 1 . 1 "8 F 

c 8 . L ~0 . /6 

u1 

Au Oct/28 5/-

ay 5/-

1 

18 

21. 

20 

11 

11 

16 

16 . 

1931. 5/- 21. 

5/- 20 

Sep7 ) 1925 ~i926 11 . 
ec7 ) 

ovl . 1926 Aug1927 10/ 17 . 

Apr1928 10 16 . 

Feb1929 10 16 

Jul.193.1 - 21 . 

Mar1934 10 

Nov l . 1926 J an19. 
1927. £1 

Nov 
Aug27 . 192 1928. £1 

• 8y1.1928 1929. £1 

Oct16 . 1929 1930 . £1 

~~~9' "'4. £ 1 ov15 . 1933 1 <J 

20 . 

17 

16 

16 . 

21. 

20 

--------------
Colour and Sheet 
De.or1pt1on. No. 

bl a ck & ca rmi ne on blue 3 f i g 
gr Y- blu back. 
d e p black & r ed on blu 3 fig 

do do do 

black & r ed on blue 

de e p ercen & r ed on pal 
y ellow, pale Ie on back 

do do do 

gr een & r ed on pal e yel 
pale l emon back. 

deep green & red on pal 
yellow, pal e yellow ba 

green & r ed on very pal 

4 fig 

'7 fig 

4 fig 
;; fig 

;; fi g 

fi 

yellow, p Ie yellow 4 fig 
back . 

green & r ed on yellow, 3 fig 
pale yell c\ ... back. 
gre en & r ed on emerald ;; fig 
emerald green & yel low 
green back s . 
dull green & red on dee 3 fig 
emera ld, em erald back. 

green & red on bri ght 
emerald, dark eme r a l d 

back . 
do do do 

do do do 

green & r ed on emerald 
yellow- gr een back . 

deep purple & black on 
red . 

do do do 

do do do 

purple & bla ck on red 

do do do 

;; fig 

;; fig 

;; fig 

3 fig 

;; fig 

3 f i g 

;; f i g 

3 f i g 

;; f i g 

Quantity 
Printed. 

49 . 800 . 

94 . 20 

117.120 

60 . 840 . 

6C. C(I" 
54 . 00C . 

24 . 48C 

97.440 . 

121.800. 

61 . 200 

59 .760. 

25.200. 

24 . 240 . 

48 . 360 

71 . 570 

30.360 . 

48 . 000 

1 2 . 000 

23 . 040. 

45 .960 

18 . 000 

P t e No 16 ad numbe rs on bo t t o J of s eet on y . 



th I SILV1!R JUBILEl!.: . 
-------- -- ------------

5th Anniversary of the reign of His ajesty 
, a1 Si lver Jubil ee stamps were issued f or all 
olonie • The accept ed design was tha"t of Messrs 

one ~ d of London who printed a special set of 
four valu s for ger ia consisting of l ~d, 2d, 3d and 1/-
s amps. The off1cial description of the stamps was as follows;-

The design of the casement consists of a profi le 
portrait of Hi. Majesty wearing the Imp erial Crown. 

h e portrait is framed by a collar of t h e Order of 
the Garter superimposed on the Royal Sceptre, t he 
Dove Sceptre and the State Sword. Above the portrait 
is a ribbon bearing the dates 1910-1935. In the top 
l eft hand corner is the Orb, the lower left corner 
has 8 duty tablet with the words Postage & Revenue in 
the base. The name of the Colony is set across the sky 
in the vignet te. The design of the vignette consists 
of indsor Castle from the opposit e side of the River. 

The stamps were printed in two colours in sheets of sixty -
en hori zontal rows of six - having a sheet number in black 

in the upp er right hand corner over last stamp. Th e sheet 
margin s were without marginal lines or plate number . 

This ' is sue was restricted to four denominati on s and 
as on sale only between the dates May 6th and December 31st 

1935. 
second printing of each value was despatched, July­

August 1935, but cannot be distinguished f rom the first printing 
excep t in the l~ and 2d values which had 4 figure sh eet number s 
instead of 5 figures in the original print ing . A cur i ous 
feature of the sec ond printing of the l~d value is t hat the 
sheet number app ears at the right hand sid e margin at the second 
stamp instead of a t the top. 

SP ECIMEN. 412 spec imens of each value were perforat ed diagonally 
SPECI EN acro.s the vignette starting at t he bottom l eft hand 
corner. These were additional to the quantiti es d p atched 
to the Colony. No stamp booklets were print ed. 



q 6th 1935 . silver Jubilee Issue. 

m 
r 
C 

1tip1e script C.A. & Crown . perf 11 x 12 . 
by aterlow & sons Ltd . London. 
d sign given in second colour . 

-----------

C to. 
3a. l i d slate- grey and ultramar in e 

2d indigo and myrtle- green 

1. 3d b lue and brown 

'2 1/ - purp l e and slate- blue 

Check List of Si l v er Jubilee St amps . 

The Orficial figur e s and de spatches are as followsj -

Despatched. Is sued. 

1935. 1935 
18th March. 

26th do 

8th April. j 
16th April 
s old by 
Crown Agent s . 

a1fJ 
6th 

1st Printing. 

Itl 

84 .000 

18 0.000 

288 .000 

145 3 .680 

2d 

84.000 

1 20. 000 

48. 000 

522. 960 

18. 0 00 

3d 

36 . 000 

60 . 000 

149 . 820. 

14 . 220 

36.000 

72.000 

376.440 

11.400 

Total. 

22 . 68 0 

2 .028 ,360 . 792. 960 . 26 0 .040. 495.840. 

Sheet Numb ers . . 5 figuxes. 5 f igures. 4 figs. 4 figs . 

2nd Print in..a 
1935 

29t h July l Oct/35 . 216 . 000 156 .000 
13t h Augt J 222 . 480 1 21. 860 . 

Total. 438 . 480 . 277 .86 0 . 

She e t Numb er s .. 4 fi gures 4 fi g s . 

60 . 000 60.000 
64.440 . 7 0.380 . 

1 24.440. 130.380. 

4 fi g s. 4 figs 

Total numbers p r i n ted . . 2 , 466 , 840 . 1,070,820 . 384,480. 6 26,220. 

In addition .. to above ,41 2 stamps of each value , 
were p erforated SPECIMEN for th e Postal Union. 



8 
PIctoria l r esigns. 

------ ­.-. _---- ---------
1 - 4 d tha t he 

t n r1n t ed at Lagos in JUl Iger7 n SPo t ge & Revenue 
of ducl ng a n ~w is~~er~fident s 1n i g ri~ we r e invi t ed 

un ~ n ideraltl ond- picting vie s and scenes t ypical of 
appro r i t e dps gn~ 

i f £25 a s orf~red. th t th pr i ze Q 

• A pr s 1 'i April announc ement was road e e -
n th fo ng K G CocpAr of Ikoyi and Mr C. D •• Tovey 

bad f' n di idee! b ) t (Oen Mr~ 1~ th f! b ~ st s et of de s i gns and t h e 
of u a (C e roo s who sen . 
b t sIn -I e desi n re spectively. i d out by t he Govern men t 

he printing arrangement~ w~re ~a~~ ~f London, who ad e the 
sta p Printers s s rs Thomas de a ue f twelve value s fr om 

sry dies nd printing Pltahteds·tA ~~~ ~olony and placed on i ssue 
d to £1 was ult imately despa ceo 

Fe ruary 1st 19 6 . tach stamp 
pRr r G The s tamps were printed in sheets of s~x y , e i 1 
~-~~~~. 34Th sheets are w~thcut marg na 
being a pprox1 a t ly 25dbYTHOM~~· DE ~A RUE AND COMPANY LIMITED. LONDO 
line s but haye the war slunder t he second 
prInted alon, t he bottom edge and plate n~mb~r k list of the printing s 
sta p from the right on the bottom row. c ec 
Is gi ven later. 
SPECIMEN. The full series will be found with perfora t ed word \ 
SPECr N in s half cl~cle . 

~tL~ ~ to l~-. These are upright f ormat printed in one colour and 
per for;ted llix 13t comb machine. The sheets are in six rows , ea~h containin? 
te stanps and have a sheet number in black at top over t he 1asv stamp a t rlght 

1 3 1' :- . :F VARI ETY. The l2~ and 3d values '\'~ill be found per f 124 x 134 , There was 
only one printing but three despatches of each, but in hich delive ry the 
variety occurred is not known. In mint condition both values are scarce , 
especial ly the 3d. • 
~:A.:)E VARIETY . The l~ v:a1ue is al so knownl in a red-brown shade, identical 
to the 4d value . It has onl y been seen in used condition, which would point 
to the change t aking place after the stamp had been f astened to the envelope. 
"'he specimens examined shewed no signs of having been tampered with by 
che~ica1 s, and exper iments in t hi s direction failed to make any change in 
the colour . 0 _tnt spe cimens have been seen or reported . 

VALUES 2/6 to £1 . These are of horizontal format and printed in t wo 
colours in sheets of ten rowl?each containing 6 s t amps , perfors ed 
14 al J round by single line machine . The sheet numb e r is pla ced at 
top over last stamp at right, with the exception of the £1 va l ue 
where an error in numbering evidently occurred, as the or i ginal number 
is cut awaf and a fr esh number applied over the second s tamp at r i ght. 

ATERMARK. The watermark is the usual Crown and sc r ip t C A In mul~ipl e 

1d value. Green. APAPA WHARF li e s on the mainland a cros s the lagoon 
from Lagos. I t 18 the terminus of the main line of t he Nigerian 
Railway and the trains are run on to the quay. Ocean gOing ves s el s 
come alongside and cargo can be trans sbi'pped to and from the t r ain s 
direct by mean s of modern cranes. Pr evi ou s ly it was necessary to 
trans- ship pas s eng ers and cargo by lighter or other shallow-draft 
vess.l in the days of the old railway terminus a t Iddo. 

10 value. C,rmine. shews a native picking cocoa pod s . Cocoa 
plantations are a feature of the fo~e st bel~ 1n the Southern 
Pr ovinces and a considerable quantity of cocoa is gr ovm. 
Th average yearly ... ~ e~port Qf cocoa is about 50 . 000 ton s . 



TI DR1!.D ING· lith the xceptio of a few 
:J~~~~=T.~~&e tin mining industry is centred upon J OS 

he Bauchi plateau jn th Northbrn provinces, some 4 , 000 
t above the sea level. hvery me th od , from t he primiti ve 

a ing by hand in calabashe s to the most modern mach in ery , 
11 "dd in winning th e tin. 'l'he dr ed or bring s up the tin­
b ing sludge from the bottom of the river by means of an 

e s chain of buckets, it i s then wash ed in shallow sluice 
I by a .tream of ~ater wh i ch carries away the light er 
and iron, leaving the heavy tin dep osit in t he bot tom of 
sluice box. In 19~9 ov er 15 .000 ton s of tin was mined 
approx1&ate value of which wa s estimated at £ 2 .183 ,550. 

~d • 1ue. alack. TIMBER INDUSTRY . Thi s sh ews ~intere sting 
cane of two nativ e s on a tempor ary pl atform ~ t hrough 

a gigantic mahogany tree. Timber is found near the coast and 
along the banks of the large rivers, the most i mpor t ant 
t18ber economically being mahogany. The total fore st ar ea 
of Nigeria (exclusive of th e cameroons) is estimated at 
~43,OOO square miles. 

3d value. slue. FISHING VILLAGE . Fish ing villages ar e found 
on ill the large rivers and creeks n ear the coast . Hook , nets ~ 
and the most ingenious forms of fi sh trap are us ed . There is J 
a considerable internal trade in dri ed fish to th e market s 
in the more arid north. ~ 4 t6 ~_ 

4d value. Red-brown. COTTON GINNERY. c otton thri ve s i n the 
hIgher and drI er dIstricts of the Nor t h and to a le sser d egree 
in the south. The crop is grown by th e nat ive farmer and a 
high grade maintained by the enforcement of Simple rul es by 
the Native Authorities. It i s almost all bought up by t h e 
British cotton Growing Association with headquarters at zar ia 
and ginnerles and buying stations throughout the count ry. In 
the ginnery the fluffy white cot ton lint is separated f rom t he 
small hard black seed by, machinery . Th e lint is packed in 
bales for export and the seed i s re-di str ibut ed for sowing . 

6d value. 'Dull violet. HABE MINARET· A Habe minar et at 
~it8Ina Is shewn on thi s stamp . Habe was the name g iven by 
tile pulani to the non-Fulani p eop le wh o at one time l i ved 
and lorded it in many of the anc ient walled Hausa cit i e s of 

e North. Early in the ninet eenth c entury th e Ful ani under 
othman dan Fodlo declared a Holy war up on them and subj gated 
or drove them out. lnany of th e presen t :E}llirs of the old 
Habe states are descendents of othman' s successful gener al s .• 



n . FUL NI CATTLE· The h p ed Ful ani 
tee-free areas of the Northern 

ou in the i s ell 11 owned by t ~ nom~dic p astoral 
d hey IU' prac t c a l' a ~ t 

., nder with their flo cks and h erds over a large p ar 
It of fr ica. The veterinar y Jepartment of 

leo~: much to improv e the br pd by inoculation against 
tc and hero is a considerabl e l ocal market for meat, 
and ghee . The hide s are roug ly cured Dnd exported. 

& black. The VICTOR I A-BUlA ROAD is in 
~~~;;~~~~~~~v-~~~err.cameroons . Thi o is one of the 

in" mot or roads, ome ~l miles long , connec t ing the port of 
ith the hi )1 station of Buea . 

5/- value . olive- gr een & black. OIL PALMS · Th e oil palm b elongs 
es entia11y to the south and the palm-oi l indu stry gave the area 
round th Niger Delta its early n ame of t h e Oil Rivers. ~~e red 
nuts grow In a clust er in the crown of th e tr e e and fr om t n em 
the thick yellow acrid- smell ing oil is exp res s ed and stored in 
puncheons for export. It is one of the staple industries of 
' i erla t he exports of palm oil and palm kernels in 1931 being 
valued at £ 3,674,000. 

10 - value Slate~rey and black . In the middle of the Niger at 
e ba es Jebba Island which can here be se en to the left. This 

view has been taken from the old cantonment high up on the 
cliffs which form the right bank of the river. In the foreground 
can be seen the bridge whi ch -with a second bridge between he 
island and the left bank- carries the main l ine of t he Railway 
acro~s the Niger . These two bridges were opened in 1916 and 
are 1795 feet in length. The famous Juju rock lies upstream 
And is not shewn on this stamp . 

£1 value . orange & bl a c k . CANOE PULLING. canoes vary i n size f rom 
the tiny one-m~ canoe to the large salling canoe in which a whole 
family may make its home more or less permanentl h 
are Clumsy affairs hollowed out from trunks of tYro T edse canoes e e s an c annot 
compare for workmanship with t he bark or sk in cano es of t h 
countries. 0 er 
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el' I LIST O~ PIC 0 IlL uT lPS. 
-------------------

VALUE. COLOUR. 

1935 . 1. ark groon. fig. 2 .440 .080. 
1. do 4 fig. 391.740. 
1. do 4: fig. 264.720. 

19 .. Oot 2nd 1935. 1d 1. oa.rmino. 5 fig. 2 . 04.400. 
Ja.ny th 1938. Id 1 . do do 1. 303 . OSO • 

19,Cot 9 u; 1t 1935. l~d 1 . bro\Jll . 5 f i 5 . 86 .980. 

l8,Cot &: l Oth 1035 . 2d. 1. black . 5 fig. 2. 307 .000. 

,Oot 18 .:: iov 1.1935 . 3d. 1. blue. 5 f ig. '729 .1 80. 

U: "ovr lst 1935 . 4d. 1. red-broYJll • 4 fig . 505 .320 . 

er 19th ~.1935. Sd. 1 . dull viol et . 4 fig. 1 48 . ~.()() • 

25th l:iH .1937. Sd. 1 . do 5 fig. 451.140. 
14th 1937 . 6d. 1. deep viol et . 4 fig . 222.720. 

er 19th 1935. 1/- I. olive-green. 5 fig. 987. 020. 

0 do 2/6. 1. ultramarine & 
black. 4 fig. 685 .000 . 

do do 5/- 1. olive-green &: 
bl ack. 4 fig. 58 . 780. 

do do 10/- 1. slate-grey & 

black. 3 fig. 38 . 4.{) • 
do do £1. 1. orange &: l ac •• 3 fig. 18 . 840 • 

There were 3 printings of the ~ and 6d ve.lues, two printings 
of t he 1d. All t he r est had one printing only . 

The a.bove a.re off i cial figu r es supplied by ; essrs De La. Rue &:. Co Ltd. 
------------------------

ED 



CIXTH ISSU . 

CORONATION D 

VI 
th Coron tion of ~. • King George ~th 
b th sp ci 1 set of three stamps consl s 1n 
1 d br own nd 3d bl u was issued on Kay 1 th 

1 7 . Th t mps wer pr1n ed by Br dbury 1lklnson & Co 
d of Malden in sh ts of si~ty composed of ten 

horlzont 1 rows of six nd perfor ated llx lli on white wove 
p p r ter marked ith Crown and scri pt C . A. in ultiple. 

The he ts were without plate nu ber or marginal 
1n cr1pt1on sav t hat a sheet number i n black was printed at 
th right h nd top s i de over t he l ast stamp. There were five 
flgur s f or the ld and ltd values and f our f igures for the 
Sd "flO: JP ,.,., "J..~(} 1)£ rOUND /VITI( -rH,f~£ r/c,tJ~~· SHE~'r ,;'I"'1.4.e-1 ..1~ 'Al'J&(If~i r / 1/ / ",rE,ff ;YtI"1-!.cU:o .r"n7f /uNo" ' '{J'f 

• Th design /sh~~s' portraftsD o1 'the King and Queen 
besid s some very i nterest ing emblems used a t t he Coronation 
c remony. The following description i s taken f rom i%zwi~ 
~ibbons Stamp Yonthly~ Firs t is the St Edward's Crown , 
the Crown of England • This i s the Crown ac tually used during 
t he Abbey ceremony and shoul d not be confused with the Imperial 
State Crown, the Crown of the Briti sh Empire, which His Majesty 
wore during the return procession t hr ough London t o Bucki ngham 
Palace and which,incidentally, figur ed 1n the des i gn of the 
Silver Jubilee stamps. 

Beneath the Crown are t he Orb and t wo of the Sceptres. 
The Sceptre with its head t o the left is the Royal Sceptre 
wi th the Cross, which is placed in the King' s r ight hand during 
the Coronation ceremony, while the other i s the Sceptre with 
t he Dove, also known as t he Rod of Equity , whi ch is placed in 
the King's left hand. 

At the right of t he design i s one of t he five ceremonial 
swords, the Sword of State. This 1 s the weapon which is borne 
before the King on all important ceremoni al occasions . At the 
left is the Queen's Sceptre wi th the Cross , one of the three 
Sceptres used in the Coronati on of Her Ma j es ty . 

PRINTINGS. Only one prin ting of each value was made . 

SPECIMEN. Each value exists with t he word SPECIME perforated 
in a curve, for the Postal Uni on. 

Kay 12th 1937. Cor onation Is sue. 

Recess printed by Bradbury Wilkinson & Co Lt d in sheets of 
60 . .~ Perf 11 x II! . Watermark Multiple Crown & C.A. 

1n script capi tals. 

No 55. 
56. 
57. 

Id carmine. 
ltd brown 
3d blue. / J)I-~ j "7°1./ 0 

,. = /t" -,, - 1 · ~fJ. J2t? 
f · · - b fL.:3 



IS3U, KING G RGE VI. 

of tan values from d to 5/- VIM issued , esign of the 
to 1/- diffored f rom anything proviouoly a opted by 

ri a 0 siated 0 a vi&nette of •• King George I with t head facing 
rig t au . ounta y a Royal Crol'lll. A palm-troe is pl aced each si e of 

1 n to, tho left hand palm having an upright stem displaying two nuts, 
I tls t 0 tho right has a bent otem conforming to t h curve of t e vignetto 

as only ono nut. he name ~~IG IA is shevill at the head of each stemp in 
a.... let shAde by orizontal lines and the value is given in ~ orda on e. solid 

a. let at t he b ase, t each lower corner is a triangular shaped segment 
ontain i ng tho figure s of value on a plain unohaded ground, 

.., e lower values ", d to 1/- Vlere recess printed f r om ~graved pl ates 
o ... ito wove paper in s eets of 120 stemps ,_ten horizontal ro 's of t,'!el ve­
ard perforated 12 b y 12 by a single line maohine, A sheet numb er in black \ '/as 

printed over the last stamp in the upper right hand margin and in the lower 
shoet mar &in the printers neme BRADBURY WILKINSON &: CO LD. l:]!l'T • DEll.S " 'eEY. 
E:;GLAlID . in small capitals of the same colour as the stamp. ~o plate number or 
arGinal line s appeared on the first printings (for list of plat es used see 

chack list). The Vlatermark is multiple Crown and C A in script capitals. 
The t'70 higher denominations 2/6 and 5/- Vlere printed by THOS DE LA 

RUE &: CO LTD of London in sheets of sixty stamps,-ten hori zontal r ows of six­
perforated l3i x ll~ comb machine and watermarked multiple CrOI'Jll CA in script 
capital s. The design and colours of t he 2/6 stamp are identical rlith the 
pictorial issue of Fo ruary 1936 "THE VICTORIA-BUEA ROAD" . The 5/ - value 
"THE IGER.A:r JEBSA" design is that of the old 10/- pictoilial but the oo l ours 
are those of the £1 pictorial, Plate number 1 at bottom of sheet f or each value. 

o 10/- or £1 stamps were created, 

new 1/3 value in ale blue Vias placed on sale 13th February 19 40 to p repay 
the new air-mai1 rate of postage to Great Britain and during the quarte r ending 
December 31st 1940 a new 2id stamp in yellow-orange (the colour of the 4d) 
was sent out to the Colony . Both stamps we re printed in the s ame design ns the 
~d to 1/- values y Bradbury '{ilkinson &: Co Ltd in sheets of 120 and perf 12 x 12 
line machine as before, The 1/3 value had plate No 1 on t ho lower sheet mnrgin 
and the ~d had printings from plates No 1 and lA, 

SPEC IlJE11. The full set will be found perfornted SPECI 00 i n a half oirole . , 
for Postal Union Services.;~ tJ.lM. 'I '1 .u~ 1~ 1k 0/6 .,I 5"l lIduMw-«f~ I(~I 
Later printings of the 2/6 and 5/- values. . 

Owing to enemy action the original perforating ma chine s used by e La ~ue & Co Ltd 
ore destroyed in the blitz and t"IO ne\'l perforating machines were i n stalled, 

one Gauging l~~ comb all round, the othe r 14i line all round . 
~he 2nd printing of the 2/6 value issued in London June 1942 had both l~ comb 
and 14i line perforations , Another dist inguishing feature is tha t the 3 figure 
sect nunber ';as printed in tho left side mnrgin alongside the t op row of stemp s , 
instead of in the usual position i .e. over last stamp at top r i ght hand corner . 
This may have been caused through carelessnes s in plaoing the sheot s i deways 
in the printing press . 
7he 3rd print~g of t he 2/6 value rel easad in London 12t June 1944 
ut this had 4 figure sheet number. In my sheet it s printed 

the bottom row at left und er the first . stamp . 



in 3 0 he 2/ I U r 0.11 perf 13-r.; comb. 
c mb u~ print ed ro~ p1nt s 2 & 1. 
pe l ~ line maohine I so f rom pl ateD 2 

as 12.1: 1 2 comb . 1at 8 2 & 1. 

• d printin of 1e 5/- v alue i ssued in August 1942 Vias perf l3i;- cor.b and 
. • sh •• t numb r pr intod in the l oft hand aide mnrgin oame as i n the 2/ 

Yalue & ove ment iono • 
Srd pri ing 0 t 5/- i n Jun o 19 ·4 Vies also 1 comb n had tho pIa 
er 180 pri t d ups i de ovm on t e bottom 1'0 '1 sruno as in the 2/6 value. It 

OIoD e distinguished roo the 2nd pr iT!ting in marbina.l copies by the ad i tio al 
ph: • . 0 1 pr a so in lack as i'lell as in orange. 

e ~ printi g of ovember 1946 .a.s perf 1~- comb wi th 3 fi gure sheet number i n 
top right hand co er of t e sheet mar in itself and not ove r t e last stcmp. 

e ~th printing of April 1948 was perf 1 4~ line machine with 3 f igure s eet 
er in the l eft sid e margin alongside the top stamp. 
S rintinG r eleased i n London ==11 1949 was f rom a new mac i ne p eri'oretiT!g 12 

x 12 comb • 
• 7th printirg released in London in February 1950 reverted to the ol d 

peft'o::'a ion 14=.; x 141" line machine. 
_ . th printing released Tovember 1950 vias perforated 12 x 12 coob mac i na . 

Bra.dbury .ilkin son Co Ltd also us e a nevI perlo r ting maclji n o :'o r t a issues 
by the Croim Agents in London of February 1950 perL orating the s t amps ll~ x ll~ 
oamb machine. The stam~s issued on t i s date were e 2d, ld, 2d and 1/ - va ues, 
being followed by the12d and 1/3 val ue s ir Juno 1950 d t e 6d i n pril 1951. 

s •• check list for full details. 

The war time rintings ware on white paper with w i te g;urn. 



1 at a7 1938 . HEAD OF KI1JG GEORGi VI. 

e to ~3 valu s rooo's pr intod by Bradbury ~1k1nson & Co Ltd in sheets 
120 - t n horizontal rows of twelve - and psrfo rated 121 12 single line 
hi . Th 2/6 and 6/- values were printed by ThoD de 1& Rue & Co in sheets 
o - t n horizontal r owa of six - and perforated 13ix ll ~ oomb. 

V tormark Multiple Crown C A in sor ipt oapital • . 

No. 
58 . 

59 . 

60. 

a 
b 

a 

a. ". 6lo 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 
tI( 

66. 

a 

67. 
a 

68. 
a . 

b . 
( . 

69 . 
a 
b. 
c. 

~ br ight green 
deep green 

do perf lli 4M.J . 
ld carmine 

carmine-rose. 

l~ red-brolm 
chestnut-brown c. 

2d biack~' ~ .. ~ -;.ttl I/z ~. 

~ yellow-orange (1941) 

3d blue 

4d yello,,-orange. 

6d dull Violet /,.'/ t ~ ' / 
/iN . rM(f /Ie ~ 

1/- olive-green 

do perf ll~~' . 

1/3 pale blue (l3/2{l940) 
do pe rf H z fIw/. 

2/6 u1 tremarine &: black. perf l3~ ll~ cOlIlb 
do do perf l~ comb (June 1942) 
d do do l4i line. do c4. de tI. 1~"IZa."1_ C/Ju~ I1SI) 

5/- orange &: black, "perf l~ ll~ oomb 
do perf 1~ oomb (August 1942) 
do perf 14t line (April 1948 ) 
do perf 12x 12 oOlllb. (May 1949 ) 



"n April 1 t 1 44 new l' tea of postage came into operation as f oll(Y..,76: ­
nl letters 1. 'Ii f or the firnt oz and l d per oz addi t i onal . 

l osto~rd s r aise f rom ~ t o Id . 
Tat e s i~lin the r i tish Empire r aised f rom 2~ to 3d for t he f irst oz. 

rei-n letters r ais ed f r om 3d to 4d fo r the firs t oz. 
This necessitated a change of colours in certain of t he lower 

- alues as 0110 :- Id f r om oarmi ne to magenta . 
2d f r om bl a ck to carmine. 
3d. f rom bl ue t o bl ack . 
4d f rom yellow-oranbe to blue·. 

ese ne~ colour changes were despatched to the Colony during quarter ending 
51st _~rch 1944 but were not pl aced ' on sale in Ni geria until 1st December 1944. 

1st December 1944 . Desi gns as last. 
atermark multiple Cr own and C .A. i n script capitals. Perf 12 x 12 LIN . 

white paper &: v,n ite gum . 

No 
70. Id magenta 

a do perf nt comb 

n . 2d carmine 
a do perf llt comb 

72 . 3d black. 

73 . 4d blue. 

Reduced postal rates came into operation on Apr i l 1st 1947 and again 
on lit 10'Vember 1947 . The 3d black was withdrawn and re-issued in the 
original blue shade. The date of the re-issue of the 3d blue was 5th 
Januar,y 1948, it is indistinguishable f rom the original shade. 
The 4d blue was withdrawn altogether. ' 

A notice in the !li gerian Gazet te stated that all denominations of t he 
T.1ng George VI stamps woul d be withdrawn f rom sale at all Post Off i ces 
atter t he clo se of busine ss on the 31st August 1953 and no more would 
be lold after t hat date. The stamps in the po sses si on of the general public 
would continue to be valid f or all postal purposes until f urther notioe. 

itf; 

( ~~ ~ ,. 1 
, 



rEACE C ISSUE. 21st Ootober 1946 ----------------

e 0 low1.ng notice """ issued by the Head Post Offioe at Lacos 

ORAT! E S'l'A<;E STA1IPS . It is notified for general information t hat 
or tiT. FOlltago Stamps ot 1· and 4d denominationll t o oa.meMorate PEACE 
o nstruotion will be plaoed on sale ae from 2lot Oatober 1946 

Gv",q" y. 
J.A.~. Po~aster General . 

os. 24th Se t ber 1946 . 
e dui!;ll of shove stamps is a view of the British Houses of Parliament 

wi the River Thames in the foreground . A portrait of King George VI in an oval 
r e surmounted y the Royal Crown is shown on the right side . A panel at top 

bears the name llIGERIA and a small panel in the 10Vler right hand oorner has the 
'vords POSTAGE &: REVnIUE. The denomination value is . laced in a small squar e panel 
in the right a:o.d left hand -lo .. r comers.:. Inset is .tho c1a.te 8th JUNE 1946 . . 

.1~· two values "'ere issued , l~"il. in brown and the 4d iI1li1l e. 'rile l~ value 
has plate number 1A below second stamp in the bottom mar gin at right and 8SA 
rever.ed Jelo." tho first stamp at left. Trere is also another printing having 
~ plate number IB and 83B respeotively . 
~e 4d value has pl ate number 1 and the figures 84 r eversed in the same 
?orltions as the l~d value. ' 

Both values have 5 fiGU re sheet· numbers over laQt stamp at top. 
'for,," IV., !k,NIa) I i ·v"' ,,~· 2. tJri.btJ; / ,yt: ,"IJI""; Jii "f~f;-, t.I.? ONION. 

4D .". 77t . G2tJ . -,. - '" - '. - ' ''-

21st Ootober 1946 . Peaoe Comm~~ative Issue. 
" Reoess printed in sheets of 60 stamps, - ten horizont al rows of six-

in script oapit ale, on 'llhit!' wove paper, _tenBark Multiple Crown and C.A. 
perf l' x n. Size 4O?amm x 24nm . 

printed by Thos De La Rue & Co. London. 

·r I 

. 0 

74 . l~ brolm 1.7 
75 . 4d blue . V~~d7 

hese lavch 1947 

~ . v \. ~. 
~ ( . t Il. J , 

i ~cr' 



'0 CZORCiZ '/I. 

---------- ~-----------------

co.!' 1.'" "0 Gover'1Ii1ent o'\;ioo '0 2075 '" io! c.ppoC'.roC:: in 
ocorauor ~3rd 10 /10 :-

0" 1 ie to r "onoral i n1'o l'll1o.,\; i on that a special i s:lUo of posta~e s t or.:ps 
5/ - donomi nationa oo[!'.memoro.~; ing i;1 0 Ro~'al L: il" or "':edding ·:I8.S 

o wIL_8 a t Post Of1'iceo on tl e 20tl Decemb er 1048 . T).,ey will remain on 
il ... e l at "ar ch l a4a inclusive, or until stooJ.s a re o7.i1au s ted , 

8 \01' Il ';;e is earlie r. Du rin,; J~Li G period t 0 currollt is s ue 0: these 
will be \':ithd r a\,!1'1 f r om ~e.l e • 

.: .i. . Gundr y . Di recto r 0;:' :- os ts '" 7el egraphs . 

II · e ~.i.!;n on both s tamps features a po r t rait o!: t 10 :\in.; q,nd Queen su rmoux:ted 
. ... : 0 ,o;'al Croi".n h ln i nG t \e dates 1923 -1948 placed ono at ea ch s i de of t.o 

_ . 0 ~, •• t t::o b d':;tom th e val ue d nam e of Col ony appeared. 
-, (I Id value· :':ao pr inted y ',.aterlo"1 '" Sons Ltd of London i n bri Ght 

I!Ilt~ ;'y "lio pho togr avu re p roo oss, tho s t !ll'lPS b e i ng of vertical fo~at 
_:;-.;rirg 24 = by 4D'~, rom . The plate llUI:1b er appea.red in th e 10\'101' l'ight hand 
',, ':'n unclor second stomp ,i ru a.;enta colour and a 5 figure sheet nlll!1o er 
'lac::: o,er i'''e l a s t s ',; p i n ti·o upper 1'1g t hand cornor. !ori'oration :'Us 

naco ine 14 ;, 15 , 
, "e 5/- va ue \'Ias produced by Bradbury Wilkinson Co Ltd of .:evi ;~al den , 

wt:r;-ej', O!' ... , e i nt aglio p ro oess . They ,':ere i n the some f ormat a s It . e Id val u e 
• u~ lar,?;er in size n easu r ing 31 !l'.n by 40'} mm and ti1,e col ou r \'las or ange- b r o\',n . 
e r~ o rntion ':'Ias by comb mac l ine 12 x 11. The pl ate num er \'Ias she\'m i n the 
0':'::0::1 riG] lt hand tlargi n i n t: 0 sene colour as t .. e st amp an a 4 fibu re sh eet 
:.:.- or in ')lnck ove r l a st stomp at t op r i ght hand corner. 

J oth value s were p rint ed 120 set , 2 panes of 60 and.eaoh palle ;'/!lS 

_."ered plnte 1 and plate lA . "ach pane of 60 \'JUS Gi von a sheet nlll!1ber. 

,...-- " . ot st omps a re exqu is i te and \'Io rthy of th e oooasion fo r \' i ch thoy 
~c issued . I 

7H,' /'1"",v; Kif' IN J'/r' 1i'/f"/Z_N r AI.. ,f#H I ;, YiN 
~ rNr Fj. ,., ,,'liN -.. . 0" $"/" ' 

20th Decemb er l a~8 . :loyal 8il'ler 17eddi nu 
pl e.to ~ "O D 1 Uld 1 e~ails as 

"atermal'l: 'ul tipl o ori pt C. • and 

I ~.L~ illu,'""';''', 
76 . I d bribht ma~onta . 
77 , 5/- orange- Jl'OI'IIl. 

IaGue . 
0. ove: 
Cro 

The Of ficial numbers of eaoh value printed were a s f ollows : -

Id value 4. 470.385 IncludinG 385 f or U.P .U. Services ) 

5/- do 330 . 000 



UNIVlIRSAL POSTAL UNI ON COI.!/liEl!ORATION I SSUE. 
---------------------------

On t he 10th October 1949 a set of 4 values Id, 3d, 6d and 1/- was issued to 
o emorate the 75th Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union 

14 VALUE. Printed in magenta on white, depicts a globe with Hermes the Greek Deity 
(The messenger of the Gods) holding a trumpet in the right hand. 
At top of stamp is the inscription UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION IB74-1949, 
the value Id bei ng placed on a sol id square of colour in the left hand 
bottom corner and t he name NIGERIA in t he lower right hand corner. 

Zd VALUE. Printed in deep blue the design compr i ses two hemispheres shewing a 
map of the world with ribbon scrol ls inscribed IB74 UNIVERSAL POSTAL 
UNI ON 1949. Above the hemispheres is an aeroplane and below a 
paddle wheel steamer. The value 3d is she'llll in the top lef t and lower 
right hand corners. The name NIGERIA is printed within a white panel 
at bottom. 

6d VALUE. Printed in mauve and shews Hermes sitting on a cloud dropping letters 
on to a globe representing the earth. The inscription IDIIVERSAL POSTAL 
UNION is placed at top with the value 6d underneath to the right. 
The dates appear on t he globe itself . The name NI GERIA is printed 
within a white panel at bott om similar to the 3d value. 

1/- VALUE . Printed in olive-grey the design shews a range of mountains with a 
female figure reclining on one of the smaller mounts. The extreme left 
hand mountain is in eruption and on top of the smoke is a sphere 
encircled by five females all with hands linked. The inscription 
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION IB74 1949 is placell in the right hand upper 
corner. Unlike the other 3 values t here is an additional inscription 
just below the mountains at lef t in small sans-serif oapitals reading 
IDIION POSTALE mITVERSELLE. The name NIGERIA appears at bottom of 
stamp in the oentre position printed on a white panel, and the value 
1/- is shewn within a shaded square in each of the bottom corners . 

The Id and 1/- values were printed by Waterlow & Sons Ltd of London, the printers 
nUle appearing under stUlP 3 and plate number 1 under st~p 4 in bottom margin. 
The perf oration is somewhat unusual 13.4 x 13·9 or say l~ x 14 comb machine. 

The 3d and 6d stamps .... ere 2rinted by Bradbury Wilkinson & po ~td of New Malden 
Plate lIIDIbers 1 and lAA~ef.K t£'sed for the 3d value and 'plate'(2"and 2A for the 
6d value. The plate nGnber appears under stamp 4 in bottom margin and Printer's 
name centrally below stamp 3. Perforation is approximatel y 11 x lIt comb. 

All values were in she~ts of 60, twelve horizontal rows of five. 
Watermark Multiple soript CA and Crown. 

e total 

These stamps were to be on sale for 3 months only, or until exhausted. 

lOth Oatober 1949. U.P.U. special Commemorative issue. 
Watermark mult script C.A. and Cro'llll. Perfs as above. 

Printed in one colour on Thite paper. 

No 7B. 
79. 
BO. 
Bl. 

111 llAgenta 
blUe 311 

Sd 
1/-

mauve 
olive-grey 

t Official i nformat ion are as follows :­numbors pr inted ao cordin~ 0 
<-

I d value •••• ~ . 722 . 356 . 

Gd value .••.• 343 . BOO 

3d value .• • • 3l2 .000 
1/ - value •• 275 . 356.1-

01 
-I-' 

" 0 
p., 

I-i 
0 '-I ., 
J.. 

~ ., 
~ 
';j 
> , 

-:::.-
'Cl 

~ 
'Cl 
.-< 

" .<: <, 
J.. 
0 , 
Q) 

I> 
0 
.g 
'Cl 

CD 
'Cl 
;:l 

.-< 
0 
I'! III 
.r< CD 

() 
III .r< 

f"t 
(;j Q) 

-I-'C/) 
III 

s:l 
<0 0 

~'E 
D 

CD 
.<: 

.,. 
/ 



26- 10- « 
9-11 4 

29-11- 44 
50-11 - 44 

17-1- 45 . 

6- 2- 45 
21 - 2- 45 

G- 4- 45 

29 -10 6 . 

22- 4- 47. 
10 .. 7-47 

5- 8- 47 
21 - 5-47 
10- 7- 47 

2-4- 48 
28- 4-48 

2 - 10-48 
15-11-48 
1 -11-48 

-11-49. 
18-11-49 

-1 2- 49 

£;Jt r.lU1..U TSSU 
-----------_.-------------------

• : o ~ 
a.oro ) 

00 . 000 ) 
7 .000) 

1.0 0 . 800) 
57& . 0 (0) 

1.05& .O\..{) 
2 .304 . 000) 

576 .000) 
322 . 200 ) 

240 . 000 ) 

~1 

r/ 8, 
r h/ . 

1\1' Iv'.o. 

0/42 . 

576 . 000) Deer 1944. 
576 . 000) 
127 . 800) 

576 . 000 Jany 1945. 

676 .800) Mar eh/45. 
384 . 000 ) 
192 . 000) 

768 .000 Novr /46 . 

604. 800) 
229 . 200 ) 

72 . 000) June /47 . 
1.536 . 000) 

768 . 000) 

1 . 536 . 000) Ap '1 /48 
672 . 000) r~ . 

1 . 536 . 000) 
3 . 072 . 000) Novr /48 . 
1.176. 000) 

1. 920 .000) 
2 . 880 . 000) Febry 1950. 
1 . 812 . 000) 

II • 

d 

non. 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Bri ht Groon . 

do (1Il1 r,h t ly pe.J.er) 
fi r! ht roon . 

do 

do 

Bright Gr een (white 
paper & gum) 

do do 

do do 

Br i ght gr e en . 

do 

Sheet umb ro. 
-------------

6 fi ur • 

6 fi re 
4 figure 

5 figure 

5 fi gure 

5 fi gu re 

5 f i gu re 

5 figure 

5 f i gu re 

5 f i gure 

Deep gr een . 5 figu re in 
side margin. 

Bright g r een . 5 figure 

do pArr 11~ 5 figu re 



C FX:1t LIST OF KI G GEORGE Vlth GEl/mAL ISSUES (Continued) 
--------------------------------

" •• atch ex umben Date Value . Plate No. Desoription. Sheet Numbe r s 
Prin ere. Printed. I ssued . ---------- ----------- ------------. 
----------- ------- ------
;: - -51 384. 000 ) 

lli 6- 7- 51 264 .000 ) August/51 . . d lIone bright green perf 5 figur e 
8- 8- 51 1. 214 . 000) 

:1 -1-52 1 . 5:16 . 000~ 
29- 1- 52 768 .000 
50-6- 52 768 .000) Febry /52. ~ 2 & 20.. do do do 5 figur e 

14- 7-52 1. 536 .000 ) 
11-8- 52 3 . 072 .000) 
25- 8- 52 1.110 . 000 ) 

20 .. 2- 38 1.032 . 000~ 
9- 3-38 768 .000 ay 1st 1938. 1d none Cannine 5 figure 

28- 3- 38 1.559 . 760 

25-7-38 768.000 ) 
5- 8- 38. 2. 064 .000 ) 

22- 8-38 1. 776.000 ) Sept /38 . 1d lIone do 5 figure 
29- 8- 38 768.000 ) 

5- 9- 38 . 2.341.440 ) 

28- 8-38. 2.304.000) 
11-9- 39. 3.840 .000) Sept /39. 1d none do 5 figure 
13- 9- 39. 1.614.000) 

14-3- 40 • 384. 000) 
28- 3- 40 672 .000) 
15-4-40.2. 208 . 000 ) /larch /40. 1d none oannine-rose 5 figure 
29- 4- 40 2.271 . 600 ) . 

29-8-41 480 .000 ) 
15- 9- 41 480 . 000) 
19-9-41 480 . 000) 
29- 9- 41 912 .000) 
24-11-41 2 . 880 .000) 
6- 2- 42 960 . 000) 

17- 3-42 960.000) June 1942. Id lIone deep rose-oarmine 5 figur e 
1-4-42 1. 848 . 000) 

17- 4-42 714 . 000) 
13-5- 42 576 . 000) 
27- 5-42 2. 256 . 000) 

8-6-42. 2.880 . 000) 
1 .... 7-42 4 . 578 . 000) 

Augt 1942 Id 14-8-42 2 . 940 .000 ) none dp do 5 figure 
17 .. 8-42 1.599.600 ) 

5-4-43 240 .000) 
29-4-43 2.544.000 ) 
28-5-43 . 6 . 336.0001 June 1943 1d - do 15- 6-43 2.304.000 3 & BA. do 6 f igure at t op 
28-6-43 837 .840) in side mar gin 



- - 7 
1- -41 

1 - - 47 
-10- 41 

" -10 7 
1-12 7 

2:5 -1 2-47 
. 1-48 

Z - 4-48 
2- 5 8 
-' - 48 

14- 7-48 
5- 8-48 

22- 3-49 
2 - 49 
18- 5-49 

- - 49 
17- 6-49 
2"- -- 49 
14- 7-49 
21- 7- 49 
19- 8-49 
24-8-49 
18- 10 
19- 12- 49 
13- 1- 50 

23- 3- 50 
19-4-50 
4-5- 50 

12- 5-50 
~-6-50 

ZC- 2- 38 
9- : - 38 

14- 3- 40 
28- 3-40 

2 - 2-44 
17- 3- 44 

:. - 4- M 
18-4-44 

7- - 44 
2 - 7-44 

C K LIST OF KI G OIDRGE Vlth OEiURAL I SSUES ( Continu ed) 
------------------ --------------------

umbers D to 
Printed . Isaued . 

1.776 . 000) 
120. 000 ) 
7 8 . 000 ) 0 1/44 . 

2 . 112 .000) 
2 . 7 3 . 00) 

90 . 000) 
7&8 . 000 ) 

1 . 536 . 000-} 
3 . 840 . 000) Sept 1947 

576 . 000 ) 
3 . 072 .000) 
3 . 072 . 000) 
1.432 . 800 ) 

768 . 000 ) 
4 . 608 .000 ) 
3 . 840 . 000) Augt 1948 . 
8 . 256 . 000 ) 

867 . 600 ) 

1. 536 . 000) 
2 . 784 . 000) 
2 . 304 . 000) 

76 8 . 000) 
2 . 304. 000 ) 
1 . 536 . 000 ) 
1 . 536 . 000) 

768.000) ~g . 

' . 1.536 .000} i:<: /1j/, /IIC,'al/ .ooo 
.1:0; 2 . 304 . 0 1· 0 

480 . 000 F ebry 1950. 
563 . 280 

11.136 .000) 
10 . 752 . 000) 

5 . 376 . 000) June 1950 . 
6 .144. 000 ) 
4 . 152 . 000) 

Value . Pl a t e No. 

1d . 

1d 

1 d 

1d 

1d 

1d 

2 , 20., 
3 & 30. . 

2 , 20., 
3 t.: 3 0. . 

4 , 40. , 

5 , 50. . 

4, 40. , 
5 , 50. . 

5 . 50. . 

6 , 60., 
7 . 70. . 
8 . 80. . 

816 . 000) 1st BY 1938. 1ta none 
508 . 650) 

504 . 000 ) Mar ch 19 40. 1~ non e 
221 . 520 ) 

2 . 880 . 000) 
576 . 000) till/« 

2 . 304 .000) lrW'1944 . 1i-d 2, 20. . 
1 . 152 . 000 ) 3 . 30. . 
6 .336 . 000 ) 
5 . 106 . 000) 

Des oription . 

agen t a. 

do 

Sheet 
UI!Ibers. 

5 figure 

" fi gu re 

do 6 figu r e at top 
in s i de margin . 

do 
do do 

Ua genta perf lli- do do 

do do 

red- b rown . 

do 

do 

6 fi gure over 
last stamp a t top 

5 f i gure 

4 f i gu re 

6 f i gu re a t top 
in side margin . 



C I LI ST OF lING GIDRGE VIth GEllmAL ISSUES (Continuo ) 
-------------------------------------

IF h x 
PM tlt r a . 

.umb er s 
rinted. 

---------
'1- '14 6 
2- 945 

1 -1145 
27- 11- 45 

29-10-" 
1 - 11 

12- « 
22-14'1. 
17- 2- 47 . 
27- 4-47 
21- 5- 47 
12- 6- 47 
10 .. 7-47 

13-11-50 
1- 12- 50 

18-12- 50 
7- 5- 51 . 

:51- 5- 51 
8- 6- 51 • 

15-6- 51 
11- 7- 51 

24-3- 52 
7-4-52 

21- 4-52 
5- 5- 52 
10-6- 52 
16- 6- 52 

11- 8-52 
8-9- 52 

22- 9- 52 
6-10-52 

20- 2- 38. 
28-3- 38 

25- 7- 38 
22 . 8. 38 

14-3- 40 

19-12- 41 
5- 2- 42 

11- 3- 43 
6- 4- 43 

29-4- 43 

0 . 000 ) 
3 . 456 . 000) 
9 . 21 . 000) 
2. 062 .000) 

1.536 . 000 ) 
1. 536 .000 ) 
1. 536 . 000 ) 

768 . 000) 
744 . 000 ) 
912 . 000) 

1. 536 . 000 ) 
2. 304.000 ) 
3 . 542 . 400) 

7. 680 .000) 
6 .144 .000 ) 

768. 000 ) 
3 . 840 . 000) 
3 . 840 . 000 ) 
1.536.000 ) 
1 . 536 .000) 
3. 708 . 000) 

768. 000) 
8. 400 . 000) 
6 .144. 000) 
5. 376 . 000) 
3 . 840 .000) 
4 . 800.000 ) 

3 .072 .000) 
1. 536 .000 ) 
3 . 648 . 000 ) 
2 . 263 . 200) 

378. 000 ) 
165 . 600 ) 

600 .000 ) 
588 . 000 ) 

660 . 000 

336 . 000 ) 
433 . 000 ) 
288 .000 ) 
288 . 000 ) 
649 . 560 J 

n te 
Issued. 
------

octr 1945 . 

!Feb ry 1947. 

Novr 1950. 

ay 1952. 

Octr 1952 

1 ay Ist/38 . 

Sept 1938 . 

Bar ch 1940 . 

.1arch 1942 

Value . 

ltd 

1~ 

l i d 

1~ 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

Plate 110 . 
- ---- ... - -

nona 
also 2 . 

2 & 2a. 

Descript ion . 
-----------

Chestnut-broVln 

do 

She 
un OJ " • ---------

6 f i r e o 

6 f'i c;u ra 

4 &. 4a . Chestnut - brown perf 11 ~ 6 fig . 

4, 4a . 
5 . Sa . do do 

4. 4a . 5, 
5a, 6, Ga. 

do do 

none 

do 

do 

do 

Black . 

do 

do 

black (white paper !, 
gum) 

6 fi gure 

6 f i ure 

4 f i gure 

4 fi ure 

4 f igur e 

4 fi ure 



C ~cr LIST OF I!G GID GE VIth GEl1ERAL ISSUES (Continued) 
-------------------------------------------

Del}> t h x 
rint r . ... --------

17- -44 
6. 4. 4.4 
5-5-44 

27-3-45 
10- 45 
27-4-46 
23-5-46 

29- 10-46 

22-4-47 
21-5-47 
20-1-48. 

240 .0 0) 
120.000) 
759.000) 

~ 83 .000) 
150.600) 

6 .000 ) 
339.600 ) 

569.160 . 

6.000) 
780 .000) 
766.800 

5- 8- 48. 1.945.200 

3-11-49 960.000) 

Dltte 
Issued . 

Deo lst/44. 

J ay 1948. 

ay 1946. 

Novr 1946 

April/47 

Jany 1948. 

Augt 1948. 

18-11-49 960 .000) Feb 1950. 
6-12-49 489 . 600) 

12-10-50 1.575.000) Novr 19soJ. 
13-11-50 882 .000) 

29-1-52 
27-2-52 
24-3-52 
7-~52 

8-9-52 
22-9-52 
30-1 2-40 

5- 2-42. 

1.536.000) 
510 . 000) 
768.000) 
750 .000) 

768.000) 
462 . 000) 
957.960 ) 
150.000) 

May 1952. 

Oott 1952. 

Jany 1941 . 

alue. 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

2d 

4-2-46. 278 . 400 Febry 1946 ~ 

20- 2- 38 
9- 3- 38 

22- 8- 38 

14-3-40. 

1-4-42 
8- 6-42 

27-5-42 
1.1-3-43 

5-4-43 

17-3-44 
6-4-44 
6-5-44 

12-3-45 
6-4-45 

27-3-45 

300.000) Uay Ist/1938 . 3d 
240.000) 

39.600 Sept 1938 3d 

396 . 000 March 1940 3d 

126.000) 
54 .000) 
48.000) June 1942 3d 

288.000 ) 
295 .060 ) 

144.000 ) 
312.000) Dec Ist/44. 
174.000) 

575.000 ) 
777.600) ::.lay 1945. 

1.152.000} 

3d 

3d 

Plate Uo . 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

2 

2 

Description . Sheet 
u ~ber 

Cannine 

do 

do 

do 

eo 
do 

do 

4 fig at top 
in side mar in 

4 figure. 

4 figure 

4 figure 

4 figure 

4 figure 

5 fig at top in 
sid~ margin. 

2 ~ 1122 5 fig over 
Camine perJ. last st amp at 

2 

2 

2 

1 &: 10. 

10. 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

do do 

do do 

dp do 

yellow-orange 

do do 

deep blue 

do 

do 

top 

do do 

do do 

do do 

4 figure. 

4 f i gure 

4 figur e 

4 figur e 

4 figure 

do ,'/hi te paper 4 figure 

Blaok. 

blaok 

4 f ig at top i n 
side mar in 

5 f igure. 

The 3d blaok was vdthdrawn f rom sale on 5th January 1948. 



27-3 - 4: 
10-5-4 

2 -2-38 
22-8-38 
H-3-.a 
19-12-41 

5-2-42 

21-2-45 
12-3-45 
16-12-46 

1- 9- 47 

20- 1- 48 

28-4-48 
22- 3- 49 
28- 4- 49 

5-1- 51 
23- 1- 51 
12- 2- 52 
27- 2- 52 
24-3- 52 

8-9- 52 
15- 12- 52 

7-4- 53 

20- 2- 38 

22- 8- 38 

5-4-43 
29-4-4:3 
21-2-45 
12-3-45 

5-7-46 

17-3-47 
22-4-47 

120 . 0) 
7 • 00) 

1 . :> 4 .000 ) 

204 .000) 
208 . 800 ) 
1 4 . 000) 
3fi . 400 ) 

288 .000) 
527 . " 0) 

he 4d 
330.240 
632 . 400 
725 . 040 
624 .000) 
636 . 800) 

576 . 000) 
474 . 960 ) 
667 . 800 

382 . 800 

788 . 400 

794 . 400 
1.632 .000) 

243 .000) 
606 . 000) 
276 .000 ) 
768 .006) 

1.152 .000) 
192 .000) 

271 . 200 ) 
378 .000) 

500 . 400 

261 .000 

512 . 520 

240 .000) 
241 . 800 ) 
198 .000) 
102 . 840) 

190 . 800 

233 .040) 

LI~T 0 Kl: LY\ 
I:AI GE Vlth GEl .tAL I Sli ES (Con 'inued) 

---------------------- -----
Ato 

Is lied . 

5th Jnny /48 

1st e..y /38 . 

lst Deo /44. 

e..y 1945 . 

deep blue was 
ay Ist/38. 

Sept/38 . 
1 aroh 1940 , 

I!aroh 1942 . 

Uarch 1945 

Uarch 1947 

sept 1947 

Jany 1948 

May 1948 

lay 1949 

April 1951 

ay 1952 

ootr 1952 

May 1953 

1st May 1938 

Septr 1938 

Febry 1944 

ilarch 1945 

1st Oot /46. 

Value . late 0 nencription . . • ltt ------ --.----- ----------- bers. 

3d none 

4d none 

4d nono 

4d nono 

withdrawn from 
6d none 
6d do 
6d do 

6d do 

6d do 

6d do 

6d 

6d 

6d 

6d 

6d 

6d 

6d 

6d 

1/ -
1/-
1/-

1/-

1/-

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

deep bl ue 

yellow-orango . 

deep bl ue 

do 

-------

5 fi g r. 

4 figure 

4 f i g in side 
mar gin at top . 

do do 

sale on 5th Januar y 1948 . 
dull violet. 

do 
do 

5 fibu r e 
4 fi"'u re 

do 
do (vmite paper) do 

do do 

do do 

dull violet 

do 

do 

do 

dull violet perf lIt 

do 

do 

do 

olive-green 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do (whi te pap~r & 
gum ) 

do do 

do 

do 

4 figure 

do 

do 

5 f i gur e 

4 figure 

4 fi gur e 

4 fi ur e 

4 fi~ure 

4 f i ,ure 

do 

do 

4 f i gur e 

4 f i e;ure 

18 .• 000) April 1947 . 1/- do do do 4 f i gure 



n. LI~ til J. ur J\.I. nli GEXlRGE VIth GEllmAL ISSUES (Cont1nu d ) 
------------------------------

t h ex bers Date Sheot 
riJater. Printed. IlIBued. 

Value. Pl ate no. Desoription . ;Ullbers . ----- -------- ----------- -------- -------- ---- ---- ------
1 - .7 "77 . 600. Sept 1947. 1/- none olive green (white paper 4 fi gure 

t- gum) 
Z.....a 496.000 April 1948 1/- do do do do 

21-1 .. 9 631.800 ay 1949 1/- do do do do 

1 11- 49 960.000) Fabry 1950 1/- do do perf ll~ 5 fi bure 2-49 262.800) 
5-l-Q. 216.000) April 1951 1/- do do do do 2S-1-51 855 . 600) 

27-1-52 1.152.000) 
2+-1- 52 384 . 000) o.y 1952 1/- do do do 4 f i gure 
, ..... 52 44.400) 

8-9-52 240.000 ) octr 1952 1/- none do do 4 f i gure 
22-9-52 438 . 000) also 2. 

+-1-40 134 . 760) 13th Feb 1940 . 1/3 1 pale blue 4 fi bure 
+-9-40 338.760) 

I • 43 96 . 000) Febry 1944 1/3 1 do do 
21+43 111.120) 

17 " 192 . 000) June 1944. 1/3 1 do do 
21-7-44 205 . 680 ) 

27-4-'" 15 . 000 ) ey 1946. 1/3 none do do 
21.5-46 151.200 ) 

21-10-46. 206.400 Novr 1946 1/3 do do do 

21-6-47 302.640 June 1947 1/3 do do do 

21-3-50 384.000 June 1950 1/3 1 do perf 11~ do 

8-8-51 79 . 200 Augt 1951 1/3 1 do do do 

27-2-52 303 . 000) Uay 1952 1/3 1 do do do 

M-1-52 219 . 000) 

8-1-&2 236 . 400 octr 1952 1/3 1 do do do 

'-"-58 330.000) ay 1953 1/3 1 do do do 
1-+-63 158.400 ) 



a1uI. Plnte No 
Colour and 
Desoription . Sheet ml'Pber• 

.. ~, ;' . 
2/6 1 1 tromarine &. b1aak.p .1.,. ...... 14 • 4 fig . 

Quanti ty 
Print ed . 

29-4-1 U . 
1 _o_lo~ . 

-1 94 • 

do 1 do do P.l~~' :3 fig . 
do 1 do do p.l 4t. :3 fig . 

e /44 . do 1 do do p . l 2 1~. 4 fig. x 
~ in my blook of t h s printing the sheet number has been 

69. 900 . 

42.180 . 
48 . 900. 
11. 820 . 

~~- 1 44 . Oct/44 . 
ZO 2 -4. t!' 'ay/45 . 
III 0 1-5- 45 ) 

r 1045. Feb /46 . 

11 .) 
:51- 12- t6 ) 
29- 1-47 • 

. ) 
1-9-48 ) 
15- 9-49 . 

1 51-
9-1- 52 . 

2-5-S2. 

S-1-38 . 

1 5-42. 

10- 5-43 . 

20-11-46. 

30-3-48. 

24.3-49. 
4-11-49. 

13/21- 9-50 
9-1-52 . 
1-5-52. 

. ov /46 . 
:'ar /47 . 

ov /48 . 

Oct /49 . 
Aug /51. 
F eb/ 52. 

!..ay 1/38 

.Aug /42. 

June/44. 

J ov/46 . 

Apr /48. 

aY! 49 . 
Feb 50 . 

'ov I so . 
Feb /S2 . 
Oct /52 . 

nvo rtld and appears at bottom of sheet below 1st stamp. 
2/' 1 1tramll.l'ine · black.p.l:3kxlsi. :3 fig. 

2/6 1 do do do :3 fig 

2/6 1 do do do 4 fig. 

2/6 

2/6 

2/S 

2/6 
2/6 
2/S 

1 

2 &: 1-

do 

do 

do 

do 

.do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 3 fig. 

do 4 fig. 

p .l~4f. 4 fig. 

do do 
p .12x 12. 3 fig. 

28. 680 . 

48 . 54<l. 
61.14<l . 

48.000 . 

71. 820 . 

93. 240 . 

103.140 . 

5/- 1. orange &: black p.l:3-bcJ.l~. 4 fig in top 76. 680 . 
R.hand margin. 

5/- 1 do do p.lJixl3t. 4 i'ig i n top 56.9 40 • 
L.hand margin. 

5/- 1 do do do 4 figu re. I 10S. 420 . 
in ~ block of four, the sheet number has been inverted 

l:. a,Fpear3 at bottom of sheet belo'" f irst stamp. 
5/-I 1 orange &: black. p.l~3t. 3 fig in side top 

margin. 47. 520 . 
5/- 1 do do p.l~4t. 3 fig i n side t op 

left margin. 43.320. 
5/- 1 do do p.12xl2. 4 f i g do do 74 . 400 . 
5/- 1 do do p .l4ixl4t. 4 f i g do do 72. 000 . 
5/- 1 do do p.1 2xl2. 4 f ig do do 130 . 680. 
5/- 1 do do do 4 f i g do do 99 . 120 . 
5/- 1 do do do :3 fig do do 127 . 260. 



11th ssue . Ce renatien 'Of Queen Elizabeth II. June 2nd 1953. 

Te commemerate the Ceronation 'Of Queen Elizabet h 11 inst r uotiens Vlere given 
te :'essrs radbury Wilkinsen & Ce Ltd te prepare the neoes sary plates fe r 
printing a l~ value stamp fer the Celeny 'Of Ni geria. The oeleur 'Of the stamp 
was emerald-green with the head plate in black. The stamps were made up in sheets 'Of 
120 set cemprising two panes 'Of 60 stamps, ten herizental rews 'Of 6, printed by 
t he recess prooess. There was a 6 figure sheet number 'Over the 6th stamp 
at tep left hand mar gin . Perferatien was 13~ x 13 cemb. 

lates. There were 12 plates used f er the printing as fellews:-

• 

1-1, la-la, 1-2, la-2a, 2-1, 2a-la, 2-2, 2a-2a, 3-3, 3a- 3a, 
3-4 and 3a-4a. The f irst number is that 'Of the frame plate, the 

seoend number fer the oentre pertrait plate 

June 2nd 1953. Cerenatien stamp . One value 'Only l~, recess printed 
by Bradbury Wilkinsen & Ce Ltd in twe panes 'Of 60. 

Watermark lnul tiple Crewn and soript C.A. Perf 13~x 13. oemb. 

Ne 82 . l~ emerald green & blaok • 

The stamps will be withdrawn f rem sale at the Pest Off i 'ces en 31st 
December 1953 unless exhausted earlier. 

The effioial numbers 'Of stamps seld as given by the Crewn Agents are :-

by Crewn Agents in Lenden...... 338~64l 

Seld by P.O' s i n Ni ge r ia ..•...• 12.174. 692 
tetal 12 . 513.333 

st amps 
de 



12~l\ losue. piotorial Designs. Queen Elizabeth n . 
------ _.----

t t of stamps featuring V'ari ous f orms of 
The i r lt intimation of a new defi~;o:nS~ents s tamp Bulletin of 1st August 1952 . 
} iger ian i ndustry W8.11 made in the 1 d n sale on the lit Sept ember 1953 
A set of 12 values f rom to £1 was P ~oel ~srs ~aterlow ~ Sons Ltd of London . 
and were print d by the reoe~s tiro:e~; t~e ~istinguished French artist aurice 
The desi~ns were based on pa n ~g b' in two colours. 
F1evet, each stamp exoept th~ 12 V'inalU~ ;l.n

g 
f 60 ten horizontal rows of six, 

UP The stamps were prl.nted s ee so, 
exce~t t he Sd value which was in six horizontal rows of ten stemps. 
1,ATEIDlARK . was the usual ultiple Script CA and Crown. 

PliIlFORATlO. In 1 .. eomb. 
d h Id V'e a means of creating 

The designs are really striking an s ou pro 
fresh interest among collectors in Nigerian stamps. 

PLAT!S. For t he f irst printings the following plates were used:-

_~ value. plates 1-1 also 2-1. 6 figure sheet number over last stamp at t op . 
Id do Plates 1-1 only,with 5 figure sheet do do do 
l~~ value. single colour, 3 plates Nos 1, 2 & 3. 6 fi gure sheet number do do 
2d do plates 1-1 also 2-1 with 5 figure sheet n~ber overlast stamp at t op. 
3d do • plates 1-1 . with 5 figure sheet number over l ast stamp at top 
4d do do do 4 do do do 
6d do do do 5 do do do 

1/- do • do do 5 do do do 
The 2/6 , 5/-, 10/- and £1 values were all printed f rom plates 1-1. 
The 12 des igns are as follows:-
~ value. Black and orange. Old Manilla Currency. 

\ 
The old llanilla currency was originated some 400 years ago by the Portugese 
who brought over metal bracelets - Manillas in Portugese language- made of: 
special metal, which they used for barter purposes wi t h the natiV'es •• I t was 
soon established as currency in the palm oil districts of Nigeria and maintained 
its popularity until 1919 when the Nigerian GoV'ernment prohibited i ts use by 
persons other than nati"les. It Was' finally abolish ed by the GoV'erIDIIent in 1949 
Who bought some 30 million manillas to stop their use. The design on the stamp 
shews a large liking" manilla and smaller ones are shewn each side. Th e liking" 
manilla has not been in use'as currency for some t ime, but it is still used i n 

various oeramonies by the people of the districts and i t s possession i s much prized 
The maIler manillas shewn at the sides of the stamp are those used until 1949 

as currency. The background of the design suggests the oreek and r i V'er oountry 
in t he S. E. of Nigeria Where the manillas circulated. 

ld value. Bl aok & silve -sage. Bornu Horsemen. 

~ornu was one of the Northern states and the r ulers of these s t at es used to 
maintain l ar ge numners of horsemen, who were t heir principal f ighting troops. 
Small numbers of horsemen are still kept and they turn out on oeremonial 
oocasi ons i n the f ull original trappings. 



1 value . S1.nl':10 oolour only . Pale bluish-green. Groundnuts. , 
Ground uta r one of Niger ia ' s largest exports, being planted extensively by th 
farmers in the light savannah oountry in the North. The design shews a scene in 
lane City wnich is the oentre of this trade and a view of [ano mosque and houses 
in the baokground . A groundnut plant is depioted on the left hand side of the 
stamp and the Queen's head surmounted by a Crown on the right side. 

2d Value . laok &: yellow. Tin. 

Tin is one of Nigeria's prinoipal metal exports and is found and mined in the Jos 
plateau and neighbouring districts. The design shews a native working the tin 
by the old method which is still used in the small workings and i n the centre of 
stamp can be seen the modern mechanical method of extracting tin ,al so a scene 
of the highlands. 

3d value. Black & lilac. Jebba Bridge &: River Ni~. 

Jebba bridge was completed in 1916 and is in two spans, the longer one being over 
the main or south channel. This is shewn on the left. On the island is a memorial 
to Uungo Park and Richard Lander the two great explorers of t his river. Mungo Park 
was drowned a few miles upstream from this site in 1805 and Lander passed the site 
on his famous voyage down the Niger in 1830 when he discovered the termination of 
the Niger in the Bight of Benin. 

4d Value. Black & Blue. Cocoa. --------'-' 
A large export trade is done by Ni geria with cocoa and the design on stamp shews 
oocoa pods on the tree and a group of natives extraoting the beans from the pods, 
piling th~ in heaps for sifting before finally packing them in bags for export. 

6d value. Orange-brown &: black. Ife bronze. 

The bronze heads of Ife are Nigeria's greatest art treasure. They were discovered at 
Ire only thi s century and little is known ,about their age or origin. An exhibition 
of these heads ~in the British Museum in 1948 aroused world-wide interest and they 
are regarded as being in the front rank of art treasures. The head shewn on the 
stamp is known as "Olokun" and is one of the most famous heads extant. It is not 
known What the head-dress and orest signify. 

1/- value. Blaok &: lilao. TIMBER. 

The timber industry f~gures l~rgely in Nigeria~s exports. The figured mahogany of 
Lagos is a rar? and h1ghly pr1zed wood for f ind quality products. Nigerian plywood 
which is made 10 a large modern factory in Ni geria is of first gr ade and greatly in 
demand inBritain. The design shews the logs being transported through the creeks of 
Southern Nigeria to the Ports, where they are loaded for export. 
2/6 value. Blaok & Green. VICTORIA HARBOUR. 

Viotoria is in the Cameroons and is under British Mandate The 
the stamp is famous and bunches of gr wh' h • harbour shewn on 
are shewn in the oentral d . apes - 1C are one of the principal exports-
shores of Viotoria aarboures1~~ and pr~wns adorn each side. Prawns abound on the 
is a alight oorruption fro~ th epnrtuame ameroons Was adopted by the Portugesa and 

e 0 gese word for prawns. 



5/- value. 1 ok and red-oiranl5e. P.AIJ{ OIL. 

desi n in 0 ntre of stamp shews a typioal soene of palm oil being loaded in 
s ~t one of the orts. A palm tree and fruit is shewn on the left side of t he 

It will b remembered that palm oil gave its name t o the iger Territ ory 
in the early period as the OIL RIVERS PROTECTORATE. 

10/- ..!.al~e. naok and reddish-brown. HIDES & SKINS. 

ides and skins are another of N~eria~a exports , the skins of the Sokota red 
oats produce one of the best qualities of fine leather i n the world. The desi 

she s oattle and goats in the oentre with huge trees and on the left two frames 
with skins drying . On the right is shewn a native Fulani. The Fulani people ar e 
a nomadic race of a shy pastoral type and are principally f ound in Northern 
1 igeria and t he Sudan . 

£1 value. Bla.ck &: violet. Nay &: Old Lagos. 

The design shews a scene at Lagos soon after the foundation of the Colony of Lagos 
in the middle of the 19th Century and oraft of that period. It also shews t he 
water-front of Lagos as it is today . 

The Queen 's head appears on the~, l~, 2d, 1d. 1/-,5/- , 'values only. 
The ld, 3d, 6d, 2/6, 10/- and £1 values have t he Imperial Crown only. 
It will be noticed that the 10/- and £1 values re-appear once more, they were not 
issued during the reign of King George VI. The £1 value is the la.rgest Colonial 
stamp to be issued for a number of years, measuring 45 x 35 rom with perforations . • 

Old Manilla Currency Dorou H orsem en Groundnuts 

Tin )ebba Bridge and River Nlaer Cocoa 



Timber 

Victori a Hnrbour 

lfe Dron1.e 

Hides and Skins 
Palm 011 

New and Old Lagos 

1st Sept ember 1953 . Pi ctorial Designs. 
Recess printed by Waterlow & Sons Ltd. in sheets of 60, ten horizontal 

rows of six, except the 6d value which was in six horizontal rown of ten. 
Watermark multiple Crown and soript C.A. Perf 14 x 14 comb . 

Set of 12 values iu to £1. 

No. 
83·~ iu black &: orange. 

84. Id black &: silver-sage. 

85. liu pale bluish-green. 

87. 2d. black &: yellow. 

88. 3d. black &: lilao. 

89. 4d. black &: blue. 

90. 6d. orange-brown &: black . 

91-; 1/- black &: lilac. 

92. 2/6 black &: green. 

03:- 5/- Black & red-orange. 
94 . 10/e black &: reddish-brown. 

95. £1 black &: violet. 



STAaP BOOK.L~'TS· 

h ch of wat rm k, colour an di. already noted re r 1thful r fleet 1n the booklets. All booklets re wire- bound 
1n 1th r crlm on or parlet cardboar cov rs msa.urlng 
a rox t 1y 2 " b1 Ii"· 

01 1 to 4 . have the titl e NIGERIA print ed on the face of 
th c v in black Bans-serif block capital., also the Royal cro~n 
and CYPher flanked by the letters p. o.,the number of stamps in 
th booklet an the price. on the back is a table of poundage on 
p tal rdera . 

• 5 to 8 have the worda STAMPS BOOKLET printed above 
IGERIA n the face of the cover,and on the back an advertisement 

of the po t Off i ce guide . 
On the inaide of all covers are tables of inland and f or eign 

p 8tal rates . 
11 the print ings will be found with the coverl wired right 

and left hand so as to make use of t h e sheet margin. of the stamps 
from b th sides of the panes. 

stamps from booklets often shew t he p erforati n s on one 
or two sides cutclose , sometimes giving the appearance of being 
imperforate . 

In sep tember 1918 the post -Master General instructed that 
as a temporary measure booklets containing southern Nigerian 
stamps should be treated as current, although southern Nigerian 
s tamp s had been declared obsolete in May 1918. 

0/1. I'IC f O/(IIIL 
There are no booklets of the Jubilee"issu.e s-. , 

ADVERTISEM ENTS . The arrangement of 8he advertis ents is a k ey 
t o each printing and the following is a list of ad ertisements 
appearing in the booklets issued up to 1931. 

(1) 
(2) 
( 3) 
(4) 
(5 ) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 
(8 ) 

( 10) 
(11) 
(12) 
( 13) 
(14) 

Nestles Milk . 
Milkmaid 
Elder Dempster & Co 
Bank of British west 
EIlgland clothing Co. 
MacSJIDona stores . 
compo Francaise. 
Miller Bros. 
Griffiths MCAlister. 
silver & Edgington. 
Nay at Co. 
'.'Wilkin son 
p1gg tt. 
Arm1 & Navy Co-Op. 

(15 ) 
(16) 
( 17) 

Africa. (18) 
( 19) 
( ~ O) 
( ;c l) 
( ;c;c ) 
( 23) 
( ;c4 ) 
( ;C5) 
(B6) 
( ;c7) 
( 88 ) 

colonial Bank . 
John gington. 
Fortn & Mason . 
Midla GUll Co. 
Niger o. 
Torba,. paint Co. 
Brown & son. 
Burhaa Brand . 
Ferr ret e 
AberCl'ete 
sarloOk TTP ewriter. 
Lombard 0 des. 
King ay Chemists 
Grip ., Belting . .. 

1 d //J I." PLRrt'S 1. ~ / , 
NO Issue. 7 ~.. contents'- 18. l d carmine- ed i 1 

, # I 12 1: • C • A· De. 
{:~#'A4/ )(&4AI!~ I f/Ill) ~ . ~ green do do 

. I I 'T Face value 'G/-. Crimson Cbver. 
order of advertisementai- NOS 1 ;c 3 4 5 6 7 8 n 10 11 12 , , , , J , ,,11, , , . 

~ ~ ~,J..~ ~;~ ":'~/rI5"f~ 
(J~f~' 



~o l a o D pa ch d ~ th June 
1917 . 

Contents: -
18 . ld scarlet . plates 3 & 4 . 

I s ued 1' 17 . 12 . ~d gr een do do 
all M. C.A. Die 1. 

Face value 2/ -. Scarlet Cover. 
order of Advert lsements : - Nos 2 , 1 , 11, 6, 5, 8 , 4, 7, 13, 

3 , 14 , 9. 

No 2 . 

In Nos 1 & la booklets the advertisements are on oiled paper, 
two 1 ave s of which appea r between every two pag e of 
s1 tamps and are printed on one side of t he paper only , ­
the ide i n contact with the s tamps - which in consequence 
often shew particles of ink adhering to their surfaces. 

There wa s a 
Contents : -

Ha ve 

de spatch of booklet s on May 
18. ld M.C.A. die 1 . plates 
I t . ! d do do do 

31st 1920 
7 & 4. 

no examples of this booklet to 
do 
chronicle . 

Despatched Apr 5th 1921 . 
Issued in 1921 . 

Contents!-
18. 2d dul l grey. plate 9 . 
12. ld r ose-carmine. Pla tes 7 & 9. 

all script C. A. Die 1. 
Face value 4/- . Crimson cover . 

order of advertisements:- Nos 1, 2 , 3 , 4, 5, 6 , 7, 8 , 
9, 10, 15, 12. 
were 

From Printers records t here . as 181.260 2d stamps printed 
for this booklet, so 120,840 of the ld would be used . 

In this and the s.cceeding printings the adverti sements 
are printed on the inner sides of the oiled paper, i. e. 
the side not in contact with the stamps. 

No 2 bookl et was issued t o meet the increase of postal 
rates announced in December 1920. 

No 3 . Despatched Febry 22nd 1924. Contentst-

o 38. 

Issued in 1924. . 18. 2d bluish-grey. plate 1]. 
12. Id dull scarlet. Pla tes 7 & 9. 

All script C.A. The 2d is Die 2 

cover. Face value 4/-,scarlet and . the Id value Die 1. 
order of advertisements:- Nos 14, 15, 16 , 10 , 6 , 4 , 7, 8 , 

3, 9 , 17, 11. 
From Printers records there wer 60 .540 stamps of the 2d 

value , so 40.360 of the ld value would be used. 

Despatched Feb 2nd 1925 . 
Issued .. 1925. 

order of advertisements: -

Cont ents: -
18 . 2d slate-grey, pla te 11. 
12. Id bri ght carmine. plate 7. 

Script C.A. The 2d i s Die 2 and 
the Id value Die 1. 

Nos 14.4.10,18,7,S, 8 ,3
i

9,19, 20,11 . 
Face va l ue 4 -, scar eL cover . 



Contents : -
N 4 . D spat h d Novr 30 th 1925 . 18 . 2d gr ey plate 11 . 

Is u 1 26 . 12. Id CRr i ne-r ed . plate 
13 &: 12 . 

all s cri l t C. A. d i e 2 . 
Fac e value 4/ - . Scarl et cover. 

ord r f adverti se n t s :- Nos 14 . 4 .10 . 21.7.6 . 8 . 3 . 9 . 19 . 20 . 22 . 

Accordin - t o Pri nt r r c r ds 90. 000 of t he2d gr ey were pr i nted 
so that 60 . 000 of the 1d would be used . 

No 4a . Is ued ••• •. . . ? Th i s i s i dent ica l to No 4 differing 
s lightly i n the prin t i ng inside cover 
and the orde r of advertisements. 

or de r of adver tisements : - Nos 14 . 4 . 10 . 18 . 7 . 6.8 . 3 . 9 . 19 . 20 . 11 . 

No 5 . De s patched Nov 1s t 1926 . Conten ts: -
I ssued 192? 18 . 2d . pale grey, pla te 17 . 

12 . 1d. r ose-red, plates 13 ~ 16. 
all script C. A. die 2 . 

Face value 4/~ . Scarlet cover. 
order of advertisements :- Nos 22 . 20 .19 . 9. 3 . 8 . 6 . 7 . 21.10 . 4.14. 

No 6. De s patched Sep 29 th 1927. Contents:-
Issued 1928 . 18 . 2d chestnut, plate 16 . 

12 . 1d rose-scarlet . pla te s 19 &: 20 . 
all script C. A. Di e 2 . 

Fa ce va lue 4/- . Crimson cov ,r . 
ord r of adver Li sem en t s : - Nos 14 . 4 . 10 . 21.7. 6 . 8 . 3 . 9.19. 20 . 22 . 

Bo 7 . Despatched May 1st 1928. Contents : -
Issued 1929 . 18 . 2d brown . Plate 16 . 

12 . Id carmine-rose . Plates 19 &: 20 
All scr ipt- C.A . Di e 2 . 

Face va lue 4/-. Crimson cover. 
orde r of advertisements:- Nos 9 . 4 . 10 . 21. 7 . 6 . 8.3.14.19 .20. 23. 

There was a second despatch of bookle ts with s ame contents 
t he 2d printed from plate 18. and t he l d f r om 
plates 18 &: 20 . Sent out December 8 t h 1928. 

The r e was a third despatch of the same booklets on Novr 
12t h 1929 the 2d brown being from plate 21 and the Id 
f r om plates 18 &: 20 . 

~. Desp,atched Jany 29 th 1931. Contents:-
Is sued 1931 . 24 . l i d orange. plate 21 . 

12 . ld carmine-rose . p l at 
all script C. ~ . Die 

Fa ce value 4/- • . Crimson cover. 
order of advertisements:- No s 9. 24 .10 . 21.7 . 25 . 26 . 3 . 14 . 27. 2 . 28, 

u second despatch was made on 2nd Septr 1931 dth same 
contents, the l t d from pla te 21 and the 1d from pla t es 
22 Be 20. 

Bote : - Bookl e ts No 5 to 8 had the a dditional words "STA'PS 
BOOKLBT" printed over "NI GERI A" on the f ron t cover. 



All the t otals quoted in the for egoing bookle ts ar included 
in t he quantities given in the check l ists and are 

not additional items. 

In the Posts and Telegraphs Annual Report for 1926 there 
appears the item under new issues fo r that year "s tamp 
booklets containing ~d, ld and 2d st8mps". There are no 
booklets seen by the Author~ containing all three values , 
the only ones containing the !d value are Types 1 & la o 
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t ird r equi sitio of t e 3d blue for both G and H2 s izes was made in . a ch 
940, t . e G srze s elling at ~d and the H2 size at 5d ' each. 

l!J36 
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Envelope s emb o s sed ,·ri t h Id and 2d s tamps 0 - Ki !'l b Geo b ~l 
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The Posts & Telegraphs Dept use a printed postoard about 5"x ~" to aoknottledge 
receipt of letters. but is without stamp. On the 
aAelran side are printed letters"Qn His Majesty's Servioe;' 



AIR JUILS. 

Eoon mio oonditions d ~\e reat natural obstaole of the Sahara were responaible 
f or the elo ... erial cleTelopment ot West .Arrioa . !he Frenoh were operating an 
a i r~ .. 11 serrioe OTer the Dakar-C .. sablanoa .ect or as early aa 1925. The fir at 
air ..... ll plane la1't c ... ablanoa OD IIrd May 1823 and arrind at Dakar on the 5th May . 

The l"8ftrn flight la1't Dakar on Mq 17th arriTing at Casablanoa on the 22nd May 1923 . 
!ll ctOTers flown on thl. return flight reoeiTed the offioial stamp of the Jlayor 
of I>a.kar. 

I n 1925 The Compagnie Ge'nerale Transatlantique was formed to discover 
a route .. orosa t h e Sahar .. Desert tor a Railway and Air Line. Ey 1927 it had 
eatabli.he4 a regular dry-aeaaoD public motor servioe bet1reen Colomb-Beohar(Algeria) 
and Geo (French Sudan) Tia Reggan. In 1930 the servioe waa extended to Niamey 
(Frenell -iger) and iD 19$2 to Fort Lamy (Lake Chad) Tia [aDo and JlaiduguJ'1 (Nigeria ). 
After the dry season of 1935-36 this aervioe was no longer operated beyond Niamey 
as a e1ailar sarvioe operated by the Sooi~t. Algerienne dee Transports Tropioaux 
had been started bet1reen Algiers and Kano along the more direct route through Zinder. 

At the end of 1925 the French tried an experimental aooelerated air­
servioe between Da.k:ar and Zinde~ whioh would have been a useful link between 
igeria and the London-Toulouse~Dakar air-mail if it had proved possible to make i t 

a regular service. llaUe were oarried from Dakar to Bamako by rail. from Bamako to 
Ni amey by plane and from there to ZiI{8r aleo b y plane. This trial la1't Da.lcar on t he 
29th December 1925 and arrived at Zinder on the 6th January 1921. Letters bore a 
special oachet reading "PAR AVlOll. PREXIER voyage d' essai de liaison postale rapide 
Ch.de ter- Avion- Auto- DAKAR ZINDER" 

Three further attempts were made up to 1st Maroh 192. and letters oarried on 
these flights b ear a sillilar cachet but the word PREMIER was o.ltted. 

In On\r 1926 a French pilot Lieutenant de Vaisseau Bemar. made a survey flight 
f rom Yarseilles via Moroaoo and across the Sahara Desert with the intention of 
reaching lIadagasoar, but it is said the journey had to be abandoned in the Belgian 
Congo. Only a small amount of mail was oarried varying between 10 and 16 items 
at Tarious s tages of the journey. A set of 3 postcards flown OD this flight has b een 
shewn the writer by Yr Francis J.Field the details of whioh are as follows:-

Postcard franked with 1 fr blue French s~P . Sower Type. S.G.!25. postmarked 
B erre 11th oct 192. ad.4ressed to Tanger (Moroooo). It oarries a postmark of Tanger 
9-30.13th Oot 1921. Only 12 items are said to have been oarried. 

Poetoard franked with 30c Senegal stamp blue & grey, S.G.124, postmarked 
St Louis Senegal 20th oct 1926 and El!Il!Iaka.French Soudan 2Srd Oct 19215. Only 15 i t erns 
flown. 

Postoard f rom Bamako(French Soudan) franked by 500 blue & ultramarine stamp 
gf Frenoh Soudan. S.G.SS, to Lokoja (Nigeria). The postmarks are Bamako 23rd Oot 1926 
and Lokoja !th Nov 1921. Only 10 items are said to .. have been carried. 

All three oards have a violet handst 8lllp reading r----------
VOYAGE AERI~ 

FRANCE - XAJAGASCAR. I 

The first British aeroplane to visit Lagos Was the Air-Ministry's flying boat 
"Singapore" piloted by Sir Alan Cobham in 1928. although the Northern Provinoes 
had been vial ted by Royal Air Foroe fl anes from ~t in 1926 and 1927. The object 
of the visit was to explore the possibilities of start'ing a cOlllllleroial air servioe 
in and also to and from West Arnoa. 

./ 



, , 
In the SMI year M. l • Collet and Guillaumet of the COIIIpagnie 0 n rale Aero-Postal. 
of aria visited La os in two aeroplanos while making a survey of an a ro -postal 
line rom D.1rope to t he Belgian Congo. As 0. r esult of thes o visits the looal pr ell8 
did its best to rouse publio opinion to t he neoessi t y of building aerodr omes and 
enooura 1n~ aer ial development, but with little suocess. 

On 30th Ootober 1930 an attempt VlIlS made t o reaoh Niger ia from London by air 
using the Frenoh air-lines via Toulouse Dakar (Senegal). Uail 'f/as flown to Dakar 
arriving t here 11th November. From Dakar it was sent by ooasting steamer to Freeto~ 
(Sierra Leone) where it was picked up by t he regul ar Elder Dempster mail boat 
which left Liverpool on November 5th, finally arriving at Lagos 9 a .m. November 22nd. 
Not a suooess oertainly. No special oaohet was used beyond the ordinary blue 
air-mail label. The oost was 1/- plus l id postage for an ordinary letter. 

Another attempt to us e this r oute was made on the 4th De cember 1933 . I t was 
not a suooess as the ~ard did not reach Lagos until 9-30 am 27t h Deoember, several 
4ays later than if sent by the oriinary mail steamer route. 

In Ootober 1929 the Postmaster General at Lagos announoed t hat as from 
November 1st 1929 air-mail correspondence and air-mail parcel s would be aooepted 
at all Head Post Offices in Nigeria for outward transmission ~,to be sent 
f rom the U.X. by air to the Continent of Europe, India, Iraq, Australia and certain 
parts of North and South .America. Partioulars Vlere obtainable at all Post Offices 
in Nigeria. 

In the latter part of 19~1 Major Cowan arrived at Lagos with a Junkers 
twin-float seaplane, which could be converted for use on land, and fo rmed the 
Aerial Development Company. He carried out a number of flights over Ni geri a by 
private oharter, including jhe speoial delivery by air to various places of copies 
of the "lligerian Daily TiJnes" newspaper. Later he was commissioned by the Postal 
Authorities to start an internal mail service, details of which will be gi ven lat er. 
Unfortunately this pioneering ef fort was not a success and Major Cowan and his pl ane 

' left Nigeria. soon afterwards. 
, Aerodromes having' been constructed, the ~ompagnie Generale Transatl antique 

s'\;arted in 1933 an air-service between Reggan and Gao, extending i t to Niamey i n 
193~. By 1935 both Air AfTique and S.A.B.E.N.A. a Belgian Company, w~re operating 
servioes between Europe and Central Africa along approximately the C. G.T. route 
except that they followed a line north of Nigeria via Zinder between Ni amey and 
Fort Lamy. 

In 193~ the C.G.T. also started an air service between ·Niamey and Cot onou , 
a coast town in Dahomey easily aoo.asible from Lagos through the oreeks. I t was 
suspended early in 1935 but rest arted in July of that year by Aeromaritime. I t was 
run in conjunction with. the Air Afrique and S .A.lJ .B.N .A. servioes and brought 
Lagos to within five days of Marseilles. But aotually however Nigeria gained 
little advantage£rom these servioes just aoross her frontier since no local postal 
servioes were initiated to run in oonnection with them. 

In 1935 Elder Deppster Lines, well known in the Shipping World as oarrying 
the mails to and from the West Coast of Africa, entered into negotiations with the 
Imperial Airways to inaugurate an air servioe. A Company known as Elders Colonial 
Airways Ltd was formed to develop feeder services in Nigeria and other West Afrioan 
Colonies in conneotion with Imperi al Airways. Passengers and Mails for West Africa 
were to be oarried by the regular Imperial Airways service from London to XhartoUlll 
where they would be transferred to the Elders Colonial Airways machine to be taken 
across Afrioa to Xano and thenoe to Lagos & Aoora (Gold Coast), r eturning by the 
sllJlle route. In aotual fait the serVice, fi.rs t to Kano and then to Lagos , was operat ed 
throughout by I mperial Airways. 



Ooto el' 19S5 an offioial ot the cirt1 Aviation Department of the Air Kin1st ry 
prooeeded to Nigeria, but it was not until 1st February 1936 that t he four-engined 
D.H.N liner "DaedaluI" left Jhartoum on a sUrY., flight arriving at lano on the 
8th February. The oODdition of the aerodromes b-,yond lano was such that it was 
impossible t this tiIIe to operate beyond that po1nt. The first air-mail left 
Croydon on the 9th February 1936 and arrived at lano seven days later. The aerodrome: 
at other points in Nigeria were improved and oomp1eted, enabling the servioe to be 
extended to Lagos in Ootober 1916. 

On the January 1931 an inauguration f11i;ht was made from London 
to Lagos via the Fra.e-Zinder route. I have a cOVer posted in London 1st January 
193 with a special oaohet in red readings-

INAUGURATION 
DU SERVICE too" .mum 

TRANSATLANTIQUE 

HEBDONAIRE 
5.JANVIER 1931. 

There is a picture of an aeroplane and 
a map shewing the route,in centre. 

and the words lI! 'FRIQUE DU SUD reading 
upwards at 1ef~ BUROPE at right. 

........... I ••• ~ Only three covers have been seen with this speoial cachet. Uy 
cover oarrie' - the follOWing postmarks:-

Paris 4th January 1936. Marseilles 5th JanuarJ',Iano 2 p~. 17th 
January and Lag08 10 a.m. 20th January 1.35. 

It was posted in London 1st January 1936,postage paid 2/S. 

On August 11 th 1937 the Imperial Airways liner made a survey experimental flight 
fl'Olll Lagos to Acora (Gold coast) the return journey arriving back at Lagos on the 
14th August •• This was followed by & regulpr mail service betw8en the two towns 
and the first flight was.made on Ootober 9th 1937. Fuller de ails of these 
flights are given later. 



CARRIED BY THE R. A.F. EGYPT-NICnRiA FLIGHTS.

Since 1925 the Royal Force has mncle perl oatc flights
generolly every second year; from Egypt to Någerla, latterly
passing on to other British Went Afrtoan Colonleg.

The 192.5 flight consisted of three mnchlneg of the D. H.
98 type under the command of Squadron Leader Conyngham. They
were due to leave Khartoum on the 31st October and arrlve In
Kano on the 3rd November, but they actually left Cairo on the
27th October And reached Kano on the mgt November. Some sixty
letters are said to have been carried by the pilot and these
were signed with the Initials K. C, No special cachet or
cancellation was used. Forty-six private letters and six
"official" covers are said to have been carried on the return
flight from Kano to Cairo and these private letters were also

The Cairo to Kano covers were posted on arrival
at Kano ana bore ordinary Nigeria stamps, the letters for the
return flight were posted 8t Cairo and carried ordinary Egypt Ian
st amps. mese letters were then forwarded to destination by the
usual mall route.

ON ms MAJESTY'S SERVICE.

•.Vt&4•.

c NOV

One of the six tt o

The it

Kaduna Nor
ONE OF THE SIX O.H.M.S.

Kano (Nigeria)
Mai auguri ( Nigeria

Fort Lamy ( Tchad)
Ab echer ( Oub angul-Char i -Tchad)

Genetna ( Sudan)

El —Fasher ( Sudan)

El—Obeid ( Sudan)

i'Chart oum ( Sudan)

Wedl-Ha1fa ( Sudan)

Hi ( Egypt)

COVERS FLOWN FROM KANO TO CAIRO.

.11th

.12th

.13th

.14th

.14th

.15th

.16th

.17th

. 1 bth

.20th

do

do

do

do
do

do

do
do

do

do

It wag reported that twenty of the 3d purple on yellow Nigeria
stamps were overprinted at Kano Post Office in four lines QC)
CAIRO BY AIR. but enquiries made at the time tn Nigeria felled to
f Ina any authority for the overprint or information conc erntng the
stamps. Although these are not official IQicerian -Malls
the covers are Interesting souvenirs of a pioneer venture,
especially as this was the first fllght over the route that was
later followed by the first official ext erne). air mall'.



FIRST OFFICIAL AIR-MAIL 1931.

In 1931 the postal Authorities at L agog commissioned the

Aerial Development company to Inaugurate an experimental

Internal MAI 1 service and the following postg and Telegraphs

otiee appeared In the Nigerian gazette of the 29th October

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS NOTICE.

Internal Air Mail service.

It is notified for general Information that an Experimental Internal
Air MRI 1 service for the conveyance of all classes of correspondence
( except parcels) will operate between Lagos and Tiko (cameroons under
{tish Mandate) calling at port Harcourt and ycalabar, commencing on

November 6th. 1931.

2. The service will be performed once weekly in each direction leaving
L agos every Friday morning, returning from Tiko every saturday morning.

3. The combined postage and Air Mail Fees will be, for Internal letters,
6d. per ounce or part thereof, for letters addressed to great Britain,
any British colony or protectorate, forwarded by Internal Air Mail to
connect with the Homeward Mail steamer at Lagos, 6åd. per ounce or part
thereof.

4. Any letter or item of correspondence insufficiently prepaid for
conveyance by Air Mail will be diverted to the ordinar mails for trans—
mission unless the full amount of the Air Fee, viz., 4zd. per ounce or
part thereof has been prepaid. If the amount prepaid represents at
least the amount of the Air Mail Fee, the letter will be surcharged
double the deficient postage and will be forwarded. by the Air Mail.

NO Registered correspondence can be accepted for conveyance by •the

Air Mail.

6. Times of closing of the Internal Air mail service can be ascertained

at the post offices of Lagos, port Harcourt, calabar, victoria and Tiko.

7. The postmaster—general accepts no responsibility for any delay which
may ensue to correspondence accepted for transmission by this service.

L. BLTTESWORTH.

Acting postmaster-General .
General post office,

Nigeria, Lagos, 27th. octob er , 1931.'



In due course the usual public mall notices were lasued
stating that this would be a regular sea-plane service.
The machine left Lacos on the 6th November 1931 and arrived
at port Harcourt the earne day, but here the service broke
down and on the next day It returned to Lagos. According
to offlclal Information the number of mall carried from L agog
on the 6th was IZ9 articles, from port Harcourt the number 18
stated to be 7 this is not official). covers In the collections
of the Author are backstanped Buea and victorla (cameroons)
7th November and also 8th November, but It Is certain that
from port Harcourt the mall went by the ordinary route.

The return Journey from port Harcourt to Lagos carried
30 Items of mall as officially confirmed by the G. p . 0. at Lagos.

All covers seen bear the ordinary blue air—mall label
and one of the two following sp ecial postmarks

z NO
19 3!

(AGO

on the 10th November the post office announced that the service
was cancelled until further notice. It is understood that this
was done at the request of the company who found that weather
conditions and the necessity of finding suitable creeks for
landing made It impossible to maintain a regular service
between Lagos and the cameroons without further exp erience
and exploration. unfortunately there were no further
developments and the service was, not resumed.

THE FIRST EXTERNAL AIR MAIL 1936 •

Reference has already been made to the formation of Elder t s
colonial Airways Ltd. In the London "Times" dated February 8th
1936 the following notice appeared; —

The postmaster-general announces that a weekly air—mail
service to Nigeria and the gold coast will be begun
tomorrow. The mails will be conveyed to Khartoum by the
Engl and- south dlfrica air—mall leaving London tomorrow

and thence by a branch air—service to Kano, Nigeria. Transmission
from Kano to Lagos and Accra will, for the present, be
by surface transport . The air—postage rates to Nigeria,
gold coast and Tchad will be a half ounce for letters
end 3d for post-cards.

p 1 an e

The duly left croydon on sunday the 9th February with
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by the in 1925 Khar to um, I Cbci l , .31 i•Ł6her,

Gene ina, ľbocher, ti , Fort LEI: y, 1 ć i ('uguri

c over g 

blue ai r -Iki' il bel but no speci al pce

In the mevnwhile the fol 

bear the usua 1

ca che t,.

notźce

& n pec in the ICiger.ia Gezett,e of the 12 th • r *uruąry L90Cș

It is no tili ed Ľcr general i 1âCcrcLŁ di on e: Lec t

Cr cal tăe 4 1936 posta i packe ts W i LI be acceł)tued

t.rsnsźlission byOr L•rocn roso vrźxces in Ăiqeria

the places cuentioneo in G' zet te No ti ce 672. cĽ the

IS th . Dece 1935.

2 The preeent ar rerłgeałents pr ovido Cor & weekLy

ser vice v i a • Khartou(ll in bo th cirecticns. ce il clcses

Kano Sundeys end ccrrespondence Lly reach

ucr:don on the foLLcwing Sunday ning. the. re turn

directi on correspcncence Lea vi ng London on Sunday s wi Il

ncrała 11y reech on the f cL lovvirłg @ridey after noon.

Che of receipt and the la ti (Iles of pcsting cf

corr žspcndence e t, kos ta Cź•cices Nigeria

be .cbtained Cr om the IccŁl kos trnast,er .

3 Âny kind of letter pecket, may be sent by Ăir

„-ai L but, printed papers cc(lllîlšcial pepers and saałples [Ilust be

prepaid at the rates for letters e r.d the limits of si ze and

v;eight are the saale as for letterŕ sent by

crdinŁry pcst. Air i.-ail let Cers can be eccepted ź'or

ĂegistrŁ ti on but insured articles and Far cA 
Fcst are

not eccepted

4 speci al b Lue hir nail 1' bel Q list be affixed to the

top Left hend corner of every i4ir 
paket.

These Labe J s are supplied free cf 
caarge any kost

Let tuers be' ring a (lłanuscript indicŁtion Air

wi be acceptec but absence or the Blue Label Lead to

de Xe y.
La il (Ilatter mey be ąpo ted in a

posti ng bcx but i r possibLe should be over a kost

Cîžiee ccunter.

5 / Stawps to the fu L i va Lue ai r pcst•ge anus t

be żxed at the top right-hand coruer 9ź• the 'd ress side



of the enve lope. is or awn to the factu that rates of
pcs tace given are i'or a v," i ght c L' half ounco enc eec•h

ti i i'-cunce. i.e t ter [Æcre than the ordinary
etubie cheet ol' notepaper is liluly to be over

cuuace in v.eiglÄ,. 'any ket not, fully prepaid % ill not
b o sent, by air mail.

6 The public published in the G azettes c f
the 24th. Cc tober 1929 and 31st 1929 c c ac
corresponaence pcs tea in Nigeria for onward transw,ission by
Ær from t•he ted Kingdom are loreby cancelled.

tinc
Legoe, 11th. re brut r y, 1936.

p lene left, eno on Sunday t,he 16th. Februa ry & ad
the mail should have been delivered in Lond on cn the following

Cn Saturday the 22nd • February it, was announced in
the Loncorx sti Clot t, Africa hi r l,.ails have

been delayed en route end are exyect,ed to c r rive on
CUesday They duly urrivea cn the 25th. Fe bruary.

Zhe covers bear the blue air-u;eil
label but no specie 1 postmark or cachet.

4u.aü . $8zvED Fgoa /%ÆD/CZ4

in Larch 1936 tone time-cable cf this service was
changed. the a •pa tech crom ucnuou on Sunday the L 5th.
Larch the air nail 'Kigeri&4 was scheduled to leave c 12
Fridays e terti g on -r i day t,lue The (liaii
Iligeri& was due to arrive on Thursdays instead of Sundays.

en the 15th. Cc to ber IS36 it was announced in th o =oacon
that the air-ceil service to iligeri& which had Iji thertc

termineted at Kano in future operate Lagos tha t
for the Gold Cct st would be carried fm (11 there on by

surface transport: x'here would be no change in the air posta rye
rate and the mail would lwve London on Fridays arriving at
Lagos on the follow i rap: Thursday.

duly left, on Friday the I eth . Cc t,ober
end arrived to time & t, on Cihureday the 22nd. It
bears no special post-mark or cache t.

The followiag nc t, ice appeared in t,he n i ceria Gazette 0f the

22nd. Cc tober 1936.



FCST (FFIC3 rc 
r
ncs•.

Ilorneward hi r Is.
Commer.cing cn the 29th. Cktober 1936 the hoa:eward nir i..ail

will leave a-er,cs by direct aeroplane every 'ihurcday

morning end the latest times of posting & t, vari cus Yost

ces ere given be 10b •

'i'his a.&il is due in London on the following Thursday
m crniu:.

nir correspondence should Ue he: ded in over the
counter at lost, erricee and not posted in pillar boxes.

2 LB test times o? posting:

Lagos ) 9. e Thursday.
Æbute nette 8.30 a do

8.15 do
hbeckuta 5.ce é:'ßi.åednesday.
I beden do
Ijebu we 5. CC p' Cl. Tuesday.
Csh0&bo 9. CC Thursday.
Benin. 8.CC Tuesday,
Warr i 2.CC do
Cni tsha 12. noon , do

Ros twas 
Legcs 19th. Cttober 1936.

ter -Genera 1.

p Lane left Qwcs on Chursday the) 29th. ectobererad arrived at Yeno e same day. It 1 el' tß Yano the followingday and duly arrived in London the follow ire" Thursdaythe 5th. "overnber.

Covers posted at Lagos received the official cachet inblack ink illus tra ted below,

AIR HALL
FIRST ozsparcx

LAGOS—LOICDON
29-10-36,

M/MNH ,9M0
Crfrcrs pos±od 2? rom Oshogbø koro the

but -in yiclöt



Early in 1937 a nor,' Company entitled 
wag fomed to run in

conåunction with HR—FRANCE deVOIop internal air—gorviceg from Dakar

(genogd) to other part,g of Wont Africa. 
Thig gorvloo operated from Dakar

to Cotonou (Dnhomoy) via Connl,-ry, Monrovia 
and Abid,jom.

Tho innugurnl flirht left on March 1937 arriving at

Conakry f.he• gamo day. On l.!nrch 2nd it, nrrivod at; Abidjan and on liarch 3rd
at, Cotonou, then t,ho lirni{; of the sorvico.

The first return flight, 1 off; Cotonou on the 
5th llarch, Abidjtm on

t,he 6th, Conakry on the 7th, arriving n•f; Dakar the gone day.
hnvo the following cover 5 of these firgt,

Air letter posted Cot,onou (Do-honor) 4th March 1937 addresgod to Paris

and arriving there on 11th Unrch 1937. If; bearg a c Chet;_
inwblaclc thus

470 MARS

Air letter posted at Brazzaville 26th Febry I

It carries the following inscription at top of co

COURR12 COT01iOTJ

P.A. de Brazzaville a Dakar via

d so a cachet in both red and black.
(OTE OCCIDENTALE D'AFRJQUE

MARS1937

arrived at Cotonou 2nd March and a

In V.ay 1937 the service was extended to Port Gentil and Pointe Noire

(Eddie Congo). I have cover for the first return flight from Port Gentil

posted 21st May 1937 arriving at Cotonou 22nd I'iay. It carries the following

cachets in black.

SERVICEAÉR!EN CONGO- SENEGAL Premiere liaison aerienne
Dakar Pointe—lioire

AE ROISiARfTImE

f-'VOYAGE 037

The first flight from Monrovia to Lagos was on the 8th March 1937 and letters
received a cachet in black thus:—

oyÄGE

It arrived at Lagos 12—45p.m. on 11th March 1937.
1937



During a special exercise flight from Egypt via Khartoumto Nigeria and Sierra Leone, a machine belonging to the BritishR. A.F. Squadron picked up a very srnall parcel of correspondence,
although It was not officially A cover in the author'scollection, carried on this flight is worth recording.

It Is an ordinary commercial letter franked by stamps ofMoyen—Congo and the overprinted TCHAD Issue. Posted at Fort Lamy

on
(Tchad) on 27th April 1937 It arrived at Maldugurl (Nigeria) 
28th April, Jog (Nigeria) 5th May. From West Africa the letter
travel led to Paris by the AIR—FRANCE Line, where It arrived on 16thMay 1937. The cover bears a special cachet in black

TRANSPORTE EXCEPTIONNELLEMENT PAR
at top of cover and at bottom

47me BUMBER SQUADRON. R. A.F.

In August 1937 the IMPERIAL AIRWAYS Liner which usually
operates the regular weekly service from the U.K. to Lagos made
an experimental survey flight to Accra (Gold Coast). The plane
left Lagos on the evening of August 12th arriving at Accra the next
morning, the return journey leaving Accra on the 13th August and
arriving at Lagos on the 14th. Mail was officially accepted for
both directions, but as the flight was not advertised
only a few letters are reported as having been carried. No special
cachet was applied beyond the usual blue air—mail label, but such
mail can be identified by the postmarks: — Lagos 5—45 p.m. 12th
August 1937, backstamped Accra 13th Aug 1937. 10 a.m.

The return journey was dated Accra 13th Aug 1937 and
backstarnped Lagos 14th August.

A fee of 6d per letter was charged.
This flight proving succesful a regular service was established, the
first flight taking place from Lagos on 9th October 1937. The return
covers from Accra were dated 10th October 1937 and bore a rectangular
framed cachet in violet with a three line inscription, thus;—

FIRST FLIGHT

REGULAR AR MAIL SERVICE
GOLD COAST—NIGERIA

The fee charged was 3d for an ordinary letter.

Accra however was found to be unsuitable for an Air—mail baseand It was decided to construct a new Air—Port at Qakoradi
(Gold Coast) . Operations were delayed at Takoradi owing tothe swampy nature of the ground and it was not until the 4thApril 1939 that the first experimental flight was made from
Lagos to Takoradi, the return flight taking place the following
day. Only about 30 letters were carried in each direction
on this trial and no backstamping was applied. The trial tripcan be distinguished by the. date LAGOS. p.m. 4. AP. 39.
The regular service was inaugurated on the 2nd May 1939 from Lagosand from Takoradi 3rd May 1939.
A fee of 3d, was charged for an ordinary letter.



On April 22nd 1940 tho broadcag{; an o.nnounoornen% that following the
monetary and commoroial federation vtiå;h Franco, tho application o? tho
Cordiale to oonmoroial avia±ion Wag firgå; dernongtra%ed by the acceptance of
British mail for Nigeria for tro.ngi% via Air France and the Aoromnri%ime Lines.
The announcænent wag only made in the 1.0 p.m. news bulletin and vas not
distributed by the Press Association, so that the fovt covers traced fron this
event will be exceedingly rare. I have cover specially printed by the
operators for the gervioo and gent as a test letter, none being available
Cor the public. The inner side of the cover is •a dark blue colour vri±h the
name AfOYÆITIb(E printed in vilite sever hundred times. The face of the cover
has a dark blue reactangle with words PAR AVION with a small illustration of'
an aeroplane flying en route. Also printed on face are the words "via Aeromar—
itine et Air—France" . it is backstenped Lagos 5 p.m. 3rd Nay 1940.
The postage rate was 1/3.

Aerial devoloprnen± in "'lest Erica seriously in%erferea vrith ovång to the
and operations were of necessity Icep% secret. At the outbreak of' (1939) a
direct air—nail service between Lagos and the United Kingdom was in operation,
the rate of' postage being:— Lettcrs 1/3 por oz, postcards 7d each. This service
was suspended in June 1940.

I have a cover posted ICa.no Nigeria) on 6th Juno 1940 'to
an address in the Isle of Man sent by "AIR ERIQUE tt . This service according to
information Given 'DY *Gho sender v:as opened just prior to the collapse of Franco
in May 1940. The rou±o flovm was from Rano via Zinder, Gao and Agiers. Postage
charged was 1/6.

It hag been announced that, BRITI&I AIRWAYS flying boats maintained a
regular service since August 1940 be%weon and Wes% Erica. PÆT—ÆÆRICÆT
AIRWAYS in co—operation with the Belgian Company SIDmTA also maintained both lema
planes and flying boats connecting up the main Cairo—Durban route.
AIRIVAYS connected with the old spur route from Lagos to Imar±oum and Asmara,
and SÆmIA vri±h the service from Lagos via Libreville on to Port Bell on Lake
Victoria .

In December 1941 a Trams-Atlantic service by AIRWAYS
established between Lagos and Lana (Florida) via llatal (South America), enabling
letters from Countries to bo son± to England by an all—air rou%o via

the U.S.A. The first flight left Iliami on {she 6th December 1941 e.nd travelled
via Sam Juan (?OFGO Rico), Port of Spain (Trinidad), Bolen (Brazil), Bathurst (Gambia)
and Lagos (Nigeria), reaching Leopoldville (Belgian Congo) on Decornbor_ 12th.
For the return flight letters left, Lagos on the 12th Decæber 1941 connec±ing up
vå±h the plane leaving Leopoldville on •the 13th December, arriving at

the 16th Deccmbor. Spooially printed envelopes were used and an air postmark in
black was stamped on thus:—

DE

f 941

The re±e of postage for ig service from Lagos to •the Uldted States was 3/— per

oz and for postcards 1 each. Correspondence for the United Kingdom sent in

transit for subsequent ro ransmission by air from the United States vas charged

at the rato of 5/— per z z for letters and postcards 2/6 each. The rate from

&lgle-nd to Lagos wag only '4/6 per Z oz for letters.



In Nay 1942 a dlroct airqnall gorvloo from Lagog to Ehclo.nd wagre—ootabllahed per and tho Comor rato of 1/3 por oz rogtorod.
Strangely enough thoro Vtao no rot-urn alr—aorvlco from higlo.nd to Lac".

EOV%21TIl.tP, roatmod air gorvicog bo%vtoon Conakry (Fronch Gulndo) and
Lagos, tho flight loavlng Conakry 210% L!ny 1943 arriving Lagos 25t;h May 1943.
Tho postal rato charged wag 6frg40. Tho roturn journey left Lagos Juno 12th
arriving Conai-ry 16th Juno 1943. The rato of postage for the ro±urn journey v,'ac 1/3.
bach covor boro alocnn pog{anark thuå:—

UN SEIJI-
BUT

VICTOIRE

In Septanber 1947 the new Trans—Saharan air mail service replaced the old
cervice via Dakar and Lisbon. The new service was not only more frequent but
much Caster; completing the journey from London to Kano in 17 hours. Mail
services to ail parts of the World were speeded up in consequence, particularly
to the Eddie and Far East vålich had suffered from the cancellation of the

service in June 1946. Service to South Erica was improved by
the use of American and Dü%ch lines. The only area to be badly served was along
the Teet Coast from Accra to Bathurst, but arrangements wore made at the end of
the year to introduce a weekly service.

The new internal air—mail servico run by the West African Airways
Corporation commenced -dth a weekly service to the Eastern Provinces, one to the

Provinces and one serving Yola and Maidguri from Kano was working.
The internal Dakota service run by Nigeri Air Sarvices •hich ecrnpnced
In Decombor 1946 was finally withdravm in anuary 1948.

6127ICE. Early in 19&1 the Aircraph service Vte,G opened ffor

transmission only (Creat •to ITigoria). The charco v:as 8cl and

specie-I obtainable cut -the Post Off?ice. Tho earliest record I have

o? this scrvico is I,larch 1944. discontinued as from 31st July 1045.

cn the 1944 introduced

for correspondence ? ron to Tigerien Forces overseas charco of Ad

per I otter, which was later reduced -to Id por letter on I st June 1945. Special

air—letter ?orms wore printed for this purpose.

On tho Juno 1944 *shis Air—letter Service was _ ex-tended to Civilians

(Great Britain •to Nigeria) and later, on the 15±11 October 1944, from liigoria

to Grea± Drit,ain, the charco being 6d per I otter in each case.

On 12±11 July 1944 a limited inland air-service Cor Tligeria v:as again

retuned and tho for correspondenco posted in Nigeria LAor conveyonco +0

other places in Yicoria was T i:ced as Collov:s:—

Lot±erg Cd per oz. Pos±cards I?id each.

On 21st June 10•15 a Government notice issued raising tho I init; 02

*Oor let,ters •to the United Kincdon by air-mail ? rom I oz to 4 ozs; tho

postal of M 3 per oz still applying .

On eop%ember 1945 e. further Governmen± notico 'v':as• i acued Cixing

the rato o? Air-Yail +0 tho Countries:—

Daltic Statog, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Demark, Dodocaneso Islands, Finland,

Cibraltar, Creoco, Iceland, Poland, Portugal, P,oumonia, Spain, S%'0don,

S','dtzorlc-nd, and U.S.S 1//C per 04 and IOd postcards.



On 3rd July 1953 tho French tJ.A.T. SüUiCE
trial flight. by Jetliner to Brazzavillo (French Equatorial Erica)

Tripoli and Kano. Spocinl official onvolopeg '"toro ugod and evidently were
c ranked tho plnoog whero f,hoy Innded during. tho journey. I have covar carried
on thig flight, which ig f rmked by x Gd mnd 1/3 Ilicorian Pictorial g%arnpg cancelled

rano 3rd duly 1953. I t, ig back—gtonped vti%h dato of' arrival at; Brazzaville
4th Cui y 1953. The front, ol' cover hag .hand gto.rnp_xending:—

SERVICE PAR
AVION A RÉACT!ON

PARIS-BRAZZAVILLE
TRIPOLI-KANOj•

cmd an illustra%ion of *she Brazzavillo p

FOIRE
DE BRAZZAVILLE

I possess also a cover for the return flight,vthich is also an official envelope

of the tJ.A.T. and has a similar handstamp on front reading:—

SERVICE PAR
AVION A RÉACTION

BRAZZAVILLE-PARIS
KANO -TRIPOLI)

It is franked by 1/3 Nigerian Pictorial sternp only and cancelled 5th July 1953.

A postmark back o? cover records the tine o? arri -t al at Paris, thus:—

Yessrs Francis J. Field Ltd from whom I purchased •these two covers inform

m-e that no general mail has been traced as being carried on this

also that they have only seen •Wo each o? these covers,
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These niggionnry flight,g are rnndo by an Iir Operating Company sponsored by
the Scandinavian Iliggionary Sociobiog to carry missionaries fron S%'toden,
Ttorvtny and Domar)c to thoir particular gphoro o? vorlc. Sometimes tho flightscarry mail from and to Sweden under oCCioia1 control of tho P.O. Dopar%mont.

n 10 G or 7 iees to '{lore gucpondod in ID/I$, 2.1 r. mails o

Hi ('Idio nas± v T tund f;'nooo for Couth c.nd l??.50 via.

Loopoldvillo. Thc• to o.ncl L' rorn coroog OVe1'GOt1G floc linod

yoar nnd novt censed. I ini± o? f' or an o.ir •gas; increased

a'nou% of 1047 ? rom +0

nail opol'tl%ed by Air Forco conson in Juno i 946

not; until 23rd Loeonber 1946 {Gho Covornnan% no+f co issued

Ota±.ir. that, as and $'l•orn Decenbor 1946 till prepaid 

bo internal ail' routes opera•tod l)" Iligerign 

service opora%ea in . each di.1toc{Gion Lagos-201'±; 

Cos le,duna— Ia.no. +,hi3 ne-c; G orvice the G?oeial air-nail

yore cancelled and 0.11 ? irs% CIO.G3 rtmi.l ig no::: by

at the pos±zco rates C or internal surco-co nail.

1.112. CJD-VS . " -otico 

Vii±.h c. Cd s•tcnp 'DO on Gal o cut 010 Cices on tho 15+Jh

price suc' Cd each. . = n ear Gher

u.".stanped possession ozo 

nail

301%' i co,

Frucu—

i.

1943.

public

IZÆD AIR MAIL Due to the introduction of penny Post a special air—letter
form was issued on 1st October 1949. It was the usual air—letter but printed im
green with a penny stamp in magenta also printed on. The words 'h?OR USE

An icial Air—letter was also placed on issue, but p#inted 7 n red
on and marked OFFICIAL PAID. This is for use o? civil servants and has tho
sane priority ag telegrms on arrival destination. This is to relieve congestion
on the tel egraph service.

FÆ2CZS SZRVICE•. The Col lowing no±ico appeared in tha IT i geriæn Caze±+ue

aunno. uo epue.otuotu 01qeuns au
01Ciedeo oq prnoqs pue uopeonpo JO i%rTHE
poon e paqoeo.l Jsntu Äoq,L •oxnpooud
,ünseajl pug suoporuastll tepuetl!d 'SJ0F,JO

JO qfino.otp e ssossod
ptnoqs •Ums
pue ju!aeuetu JO pug fiuyunsse

•uopgonp&l JO tcuo!boy
(pun 'pmu!0dde uoq,s•,

uopvonpa ltuo!dou 01 otmsuodsox
aq pue 'NV(1Vfl1

uopeonp310M) JO sJauenbpt0H leu0!j0H JO
uopoos oouvtl!tl JO 01 pox!nbox
aq mcmpuco pmoops oql—ayuvuuofuad

unrnutnhu sut)t1D91fttonb put) 39tflb fo sauna



AIR '{AIL. ARMY. I havo a cover from tho O.C. Commanding Yigeria Signal Squadron,

Apnpn—Lngog . It vtno posted in Nigeria 28—10—49 and carriog a violet ink hand

rending PRIORITY. DBSPATCH BY AIR. OFFICIAL. Another oval hand

gta.mp onrrieg tho reference number and nano or Office dogpatching. In tho top

hand corner a blao)c at,oel stamp pogåmarlc reading SIGNALS. HQ. 28.1.49.

TO. The letter evidently oo:no vin tho War Offioo for it oarriøs tho handstanp

rending R (ovmgug) TAR OFFICE and tho rea OFFICIAL PAID po±nark

LONDO)t s.w.l. 5 -15 p.m. 31 OCT 1949 GT.DRITAIY.E. This

delivered Liverpool by first pog{; on I St; l,Tovombor 1949 • Illustrations

or the various handgt,anpg are as follovtg:••

Ano+er cover received vras fron the C.C. Commanding the 3rd l\ligerian Regiment
at Ibadan. This carrieg the SIGITALS postmark as type above, one with
letters A.—13.17.50 A— in cen±re and another reading HQ A violet

håna stomp reads CERTIFID OFFICIAL. On arrival at; London the cover was stanped
with red the OFFICIÆJ PAID stanp of a new type thug
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